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PREFACE. 



The following Work is literally what 
the title-page expresses, Extracts from a 
copious Joumal, written at very moment- 
ous periods, during short professional vi- 
sits to the principal ports on the western 
coasts of South America and Mexico. 
^ It has no pretensions whatever to be 
considered as a detailed account of those 
countries. But, at the present moment, 
when everything connected with the New 
World engages so great a share of public 
attention, it was thought that a few charac- 
teristic sketches, by an eye-witness, of the 
progress of the revolutions, and of the 
state of society, domestic and political, in 
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VI PREFACE. 

regions so little known, might be favour- 
ably received ; as tending to give more cor- 
rect ideas respecting them than have hi- 
therto prevailed, — 

From various nautical and scientific re- 
searches, which have already appeared in 
the Philosophical Transactions, or formed 
the subject of official reports to the Admi- 
ralty, a short Memoir on the Navigation 
of those seas has been selected, and added 
in an Appendix ; together with a Chart of 
his Majesty's ship Conway's tracks during 
the voyage. These may be found amusing 
by some readers, and useful to professional 
men. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 



In this Edition, the Sketch of the for- 
mer state of South America has been 
transferred from the Second Volmne to the 
First, and now forms the Seventh, instead 
of the Twelfth Chapter ; an arrangement 
more consistent with the course of the 
narrative. 

A Ust of the ores and other minerals 
collected on the coasts, and froni various 
mines in the interior, is added to the Ap- 
pendix. 

A careful revision has also suggested a 
few minor corrections and additions. 

Edinburgh, igih April 18S4. 
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CHAPTER L 
CHILL 

Passage or 6apb Hobm — arrival at Valparaiso— -visit to 

SANTIAGO) THE CAPITAL OT CHILI. 

His Majesty's ship Conwaiy^ imder my com- 
mandy sailed from Englacnd on the 10th of Au- 
gust 1B20; and having touched at Teneriffe, Rio 
de Janeiro, and the River Plate, received orders 
to proceed to Valparaiso, the principal sea^^port 
on the coast of Chili* 

The passage round Cape Horn has acquired 
such celebrity in nautical history, from the diffi- 
culties encountered by Anson, that no one, ac- 
quainted with the popular narrative of his voy- 

VOL. I. A 






3 PASSAGE OF 

agCy can approach the spot without some degree 
of interest. The progress of improvement in 
navigation and seamanship has, indeed, stripped 
the Cape of its terrors ; and the passage, which 
formerly cost so much labour and suffering, is 
now performed with comparative ease and cer- 
tainty. But there is still left enough of romance 
about this great promontory to excite no incon- 
siderable curiosity; and, accordingly, on the 
evening of the 26th of November, all eyes were 
anxiously directed towards the west, in which 
, quarter the Cape was situated. Several groups 
of the more curious amongst the officers were 
^rched at the mast heads, r^ady, with telescopes 
and sketch-books, to take advantage of the first 
glimpse of the land. Others, who^e energy did 
not equal their curiosity, mounted a few steps of 
the rigging, and came down again ; saying they 
would see it all in the morning without trouble. 
The sailors, in the mean time, habitually indiffe? 
rent to every thing of this nature, amused them- 
selves with a noisy game of leap-frog along the 
deck. 

Meanwhile the sun set, and our anxiety lest 



CAPS HORK. 9 

we should not discover land before night, in- 
creased every moment; but towards the end of 
the long summer twilight, the looked-for Gipe^ 
to our great joy, appeared in the western hori- 
zon ; where the outline of the land, distant about 
fifty or sixty miles, was for a short lime distinct- 
ly pencilled on the sky, still lighted up by the 
last rays of the setting sun ; but was soon lost 
sight of in the darkness. 

The night had no sooner closed in, than a new 
and unexpected object engaged our attention : a 
brilliant light in the north-western quarter, shi- 
ning at regular intervals. At first of a bright red, 
it became fainter and fainter, till it disappeared 
altogether ; when, after the lapse of four or five 
minutes, its brilliancy was suddenly restored, and 
it seemed as if a column of burning materials had 
been projected into the air. This bright appear- 
ance generally lasted from teii to twenty seconds, 
fading by degrees as the column became lower, 
till at length only a dull red mass was distinguish- 
able for about a minute, after which it again va- 
nished. Many conjectures were raised as to the 
cause of this intermitting light The seamen set 
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it dpwn as a revolving light-house, to which, 
certainly, it bore no inconsiderable resemblance. 
Others insisted that it must be a forest on fire, 
accounting for the changes in brilliancy by flaws 
of wind fanning the flames. But fdl who exBn 
itlined the light carefully through a telescope,. a- 
greed in considering it a volcano tike Stromboli, 
emitting from time to time jets of ried hot stones, 
which, falling on the sides of the mountain, re- 
tained for a short space a visible redness. 

The light continued in sight until morning, 
but faded away with the first appearance of 
dawn ; and although, during the night, it seem- 
ed not above eight or ten miles distant ; to our 
surprise, no land was now distinguishable in the 
direction of the volcano; and we found, by means 
of bearings taken with the compass, that it ac- 
tually was upwards of a hundred miles from the 
ship, on the main land of Tierra del Fuego. It 
is not improbable, that a similar volcano may 
have led Magellan to give the tide. Land of 
Fire, to this desolate region. 

By six o'clock in the morning of tKe 26th of No- 
vember, we had approached within ten or twelve 
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miles of Cape Horn; and in sailing round to enter 
the Pacific, had an opportunity of seeing it on a 
variety of bearings* Under every aspect, it pre- 
sents a bold and majestic appearance, worthy of 
the limit to such a Continent. It is a high, pre- 
cipitous, black rock, conspicuously raised above 
aH.the neighbouring land, utterly destitute of ve- 
getation, and extending far into the sea in bleak 
and solitary grandeur. 

As little interest will be taken in the detiuls of 
a voyage unaccompanied by hardsh^s or dan- 
gers, it may be sufficient to state that, after strug- 
gling (or a fortnight against the prevalent wes- 
terly winds, during which we reached at one time 
the latitude of 62^ south, we succeeded in get- 
ting sufficiently far into the Pacific, to be able to 
steer a direct course for Chili, without appre- 
hension of being again driven towards the land 
about Cape Horn ; an embarrassment in which 
the early voyagers were frequently involved. 

In justice, however, to those persevering men, 
it is right to explain, that in their day the state 
of nautical science was such, that the most able 
and vigilant navigator could do little more than 
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guess his place on the globe, and, therefore, was 
at all times liable to commit the most fatal errors 
in shaping his course. But, in consequence of 
the more extended application of astronomy to 
navigation, the use of time-keepers, and the great 
improvement of instruments, the modem seaman 
is enabled to traverse the ocean with confidence, 
and without risk of being misled by currents and 
other sources of erroneous reckoning,, which 
perpetually distracted voyagers of old. 

On the 19th of December we anchored in the 
Bay of Valparaiso, the principal port on the coast 
of Chili) having occupied thirty-eight days in the 
passage from the River Plate. 

After a perilous and protracted voyage seamen 
are ready to consider any coast delightful ; and 
it was probably from such a cause that the early 
Spanish adventurers named this place the Vale 
of Paradise, a designation which its present ap- 
pearance by no means justifies. The Bay is of 
a semicircular form, surrounded by steep hills, 
rising nearly to the height of two thousand feet, 
sparingly covered with stunted shrubs, and thin- 
ly strewed grass. The town is built along a narr 
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rpw Strip of land, between the diffi and the sea ; 
but as this space is limited in extent, the build- 
ings have straggled up the rides and bottoms <^ 
the numerous ravines which intersect the hills. 
A suburb called the Almendral, or Almond 
Grove, larger than the town itself spreads over 
a low sandy plain about half a mile broad, at the 
upper or eastern side of the Bay. In the sum- 
mer months, from November till March, Val- 
paraiso is a safe and pleasant anchorage ; but 
during winter, especially in June and July, is 
subject to hard storms, blowing from the norths 
in which direction it is open to the sea. 

We were fortunate in having reached Valpa- 
raiso at a moment when the Christmas festivities 
were at their height ; and multitudes of people 
had been attracted from, the country to witness 
the bull-fights and other shows. On the even- 
ing of Christmas day, which corresponds nearly 
with our Midsummer, every body seemed to be 
abroad enjoying the cool air in the moonlight* 
Groups of merry dancers were to be seen at 
every turn, — ^and crowds of people listening to 
singers bawling out their old romances to the 
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sound of a guitar ; gay parties sauntered alongf 
laughing and talking at the full stretch of their 
voices ; wild-looking horsemen pranced about in 
all quarters, mixing amongst the people on foot, 
drinking and talking with them, but never dis. 
mounting. From one extremity of the town to 
the other, along the base of the cliffs, and all 
round the beach of the Almendral, was one vm^ 
interrupted scene of noise and revelry. 

The bull-fights, which took place about four 
o'clock in the day, resembled any thing rather 
than fights; but they made the people laugh, 
which was the principal object; and by bringing 
a crowd together in a m^erry 19100^9 pontributed 
quite as much to the general happiness ps if they 
had been exhibited in the usual sanguinary man- 
ner. 

The area in which the bulls were baited, for 
they were not killed, was a square enclosure or 
quadrangle, formed by a temporary building a^ 
bout fifty yards across, rudely constructed of 
posts driven into the ground, wattled with green 
boughs, and roofed with planks. Over two sides 
of the square was erected a second story, diyir 
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ded into oompartm^its by flags^ and left open at 
top, and in front ; these were crowded with Ia» 
dies and children, all in their gayest attire, and 
seated with much formality and deconun to wit* 
ness the show. The scene in the groimd*floor, 
which was divided into booths called Ramadas, 
was of a very different description : here was 
dancing, singings drinking, and all kinds of noise 
and bustle^ Previpiis to the commencement of 
the buU-'fight, the area was filled with people, 
some lomiging about smoking their segars, and 
admiring the ladies' dresses ; and some risking 
their money at Rouge et .Noir, for which there 
were many tables brought from the booths into 
jdie open air* But the principal amusement was 
within the Ramadas, in each of which was to be 
found a band of musicians and dancers hired. tQ 
attract company. Their instruments were in- 
variably a. harp, a guitar, and a sort of drum. 
The harp is held in a different manner from 
ours ; for, instead of standing erect, it is kept in 
a horizontal position, the top of the instrument 
resting on the lap of the player, who sits on a 
Ipw stool. The drum is made of a piece of wood 
hollowed out, and covered at one end with raw 
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hide. This stands on the ground, and is patted 
with the fingers, while the wrist rests upon the 
rim. At times the end of the harp, or the empty 
guitar boXy is used as a substitute, or any thing, 
indeed, which gives a clear hollow sound. The 
players in general are also singers, and the voice 
mingles mor^ or less, at all times, with the in* 
Btrumental music They sing mostly in a high 
BhriU tone, disagreeable at first to a stranger ; 
but in the course of a little tune it recommends 
itself to his ear, in a manner which his judgm^it 
scarcely allows to be just. Occasionally they 
sing in a lower tone, when the notes are very 
sweet and pleasing; this, however, is perhaps 
owing to the accidental good taste of the singer, 
rising superior to the general practice of the 
country. 

The bull-fights were very boyish exhibidons, 
and deserve no particular description. The ani- 
mals, in fact, were never killed, but merely tea- 
sed by horsemen, who goaded them with blunt 
spears ; or they were distracted by men on foot 
who waved flags in their faces ; and, when the 
bulls were irritated, escaped over the railings in- 
to the Ramadas. 



CHILIAN DAKCE. 11 

The chief interest, to us at least, lay in the 
peoplci whose various dresses we were never 
tired of loolpng at, while die interpretation of 
thdir strange language gave us ample occupa- 
tion ; for although they all professed to speak 
j^anish, their dialect was strongly marked with 
a local idiom and pronunciation. Eveiy thing 
indeed was new to us, and partook more or less 
of ^a characteristic air; but it is not easy to de« 
scribe; chiefly from its want of resemblance to 
any thing we have before witnessed. 

I met at the Ramadas, one evening, a family 
|o whose attentions we were all much indebted, 
especially for their assistance in explaining the 
native customs. We visited together many of 
the booths, and had an opportunity of seeing 
more of the dancing than on the first night. One 
of their favourite figures begins ipi a manner not 
unlike our minuet, with slow and apparently un* 
premeditated movements ; the parties approach- 
ing and receding from each other, occasionally 
joining hands, swinging Aemselves round, and 
sometimes stooping so as to pass under each 
other's arms. These figures admit the display of 
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much ease and grace, but inevitably betray any 
awkwardness of manner. The slow movements 
last a minute or two, after which the measure 
suddenly changes from a dull monotonous tune 
to a quick and varied air, loudly accompanied by 
the drum and all the voices* At this instant the 
dancers commence a sort of shuffling step, during 
which the feet do not slide, but rath^ stamp 
with great rapidity on the ground. At the mo- 
ment of this change in time, the dancers dart for- 
ward towards each other, waving their handker^f 
chiefs affectedly before them. They do not ac- 
tually meet, but, when almost touching, pass, 
and continue to revolve round each other, in cir- 
cles larger or smaller, according to the space 
allowed ; accompanying these rotatory motions 
by various gesticulations, especially that of wa- 
ving their handkerchiefs over their partner's 
heads. There was a striking difference between 
the manner in which these dances were per- 
formed by the town's pec^le and by the Guassos 
or countrymen ; the latter having always the ad- 
vantage both in skill and eleg^ice. 
These amusements lasted throughout the night. 
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and, although the people are naturally temperate, 
it was evident, that towards morning the dances 
were apt to acquire a more savage character, and 
the songs to become licentious. But there were 
very few instances of intoxication or riotous be- 
haviour. No women, except those professionally 
attached to the band of music,, ever dance; but 
as the men of all classes join occasionally, the 
floor is seldom long unoccupied; more than 
one couple never standing up at the same time. 
Each figure lasts about three or four minutes, 
after which the music stops for a few seconds, 
and is then resumed ; this being always repeat- 
ed three times. Hie ibndness of the populace 
for this amusement is so remarkable, that I 
have often returned to one of the Ramadas af- 
ter an interval of several hours, and found the 
same people still looking on at the same dance 
with undiminished pleasure. 

Hie climate, during these festivities, was ge- 
nerally agreeable ; in the day-time the thermo- 
meter ranged from 62° to 64° ; and at night, 
from 59° to 62° ; between half-past ten and three 
in the day it was sometimes unpleasantly hoL 
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Whenever the morning broke with a perfectly 
clear sky, and the sun rose unconcealed by haze, 
and the horizon in the offing was broken into a 
tremulous line ; a very hard soudierly wind 
might be expected to set in about one o'clock, 
and blowing directly over the high ridge of hills 
encircling the town, was forced into eddies and 
whirlwinds, which bore the sand in pyramids 
along the streets, drove it into the houses, and 
sometimes even reached the ships, covering eve* 
ry thing with dust. About sunset these very 
troublesome winds gradually died away, and left 
a cahn, which lasted during the night. From 
sunrise till the hour when the gale commenced, 
there never was a breath of wind ; or if the sur« 
face of the bay was in the least ruffled, it was on- 
ly here and there by little transient pulBTs, which 
seamen distinguish by the name of cats-paws. 

When the morning broke with clouds and 
haze, a breeze generally followed during the 
day, sometimes from one quarter, sometimes 
from another ; but on such occasions we were 
spared the annoyance of the southerly gales. 

These varieties take place only in summer* 
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During the winter months, that is, when the sim 
is to the northward of the Equator, the weather 
13 very unsettled* Hard northerly gales blow 
for days together, accompanied by heavy rain% 
and a high swell, which, rolling in from the 
ocean, renders the anchorage unsafe for ship- 
ping ; and, by raising a vast surf on the beach, 
cuts off all communication between the shore and 
the vessels at anchor. At that season the air is ^"\ 
cold and damp, so that the inhabitants are glad to 
have fir^s in their houses. Charcoal is used ge- 
nerally, in large polished braziers placed in the 
middle of the floor, round which the family range 
themselves, with their feet resting on the edge. 
In thehouses of the English, andotherforeign re« 
sidents, fire-places have been substituted for the 
braziers, and coal fires are used. Of this mate- 
rial there is an abundant supply from Concep- 
tion^ a port situated about 200 miles to the south- ' 
ward of Valparaiso. At present it is taken fixun 
a thick seam which crops out at the surface, and, 
as the quality is good, it will probably, at some 
future period, be turned to great account ,,„.^ 

SO^A of Dec. — As there was much to be learnt 
of the habits of the people at the night assem- 
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biies in the Raimadas, I mside $. practice of going 
there every eviening. It was particularly amus- 
ing to watch, unobserved, the groups round the 
gambling tables in the middle of the area. A 
single candle, placed on the table, threw a light 
on the picturesque dresses and countenances of 
die players, which eidiibited, in a striking man*- 
ner, the variety of expression peculiarly belong- 

/ ing to such Sjs^en^s. A paity of these gionblers 
^\-- — — — — 

detected me upon one occasion^ and insistedgood 
humouredly that I shexdd try my fortune. By 
accident the ball rested several times successive- 
ly on the same square, which raised the odds on 
my casts to a considerable amount; and, in the 
end, I won a handful of silver, principally from 
the people who had been most active in persuad- 
mg me to play. Their companions joined me 
in laughing at them a little ; but I thought it 
better, all things considered, to insi&t upon re- 
turning the money. 

A Chilian gentleman of my acquaintance 
lived close to the bull-ring, and parties Used 
frequently to be made up at his house to go to 
the Chinganas, the name given to the scenes de- 
scribed above. After chatting together for some 
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time one evening, the gentlemen of the party 
went off to the'buU-ring, while the ladies excu- 
sed themselves for not accompanying us. But 
within a quarter of an hour afterwards, while we 
were lounging about in one of the most noisy of 
the Ramadas, it was intimated to me privately, 
by a gentleman in the secret, that three of the 
ladies we had left were actually in our compa- 
ny; but so completely metamorphosed, that, even 
when pointed out, they were with difficultyrecog- 
nised. Thus made party to the joke, I found they 
came as spies upon the proceedings of the master 
of the house, the husband of one of these JTapa- 
^as, as they called themselves. There had been a 
feud, it seemed, between these ladies and some 
others of their acquaintance, and the object of 
this escapo, or frolic, was to watch how the gen- 
tleman would deport himself towards their foes. 
They had, accordingly, the satisfaction, or the 
mortification, to detect him in treacherous flirta- 
tion with the enemy ; and then allowing them- 
selves to be discovered, to the confusion of the 
unsuspecting parties, they immediately disap- 
peared. The next day we learnt that the ladies 

VOL. I. B 
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had returned in about ten minutes^ differently 
disguised, and had amused themselves in watch- 
ing the motions of such of us as had been former- 
ly adinitted to their confidence, and who were still 
chuckling over the success of the first exploit.. I 
attempted, next evening, to pass a similar jest 
upon them, and disguised myself with great care; 
but their practised eyes were not to be deceived, 
and they saw through it all at the first glance^ 

The merchants and other principal inhabi- 
tants reside in the houses built along the base of 
the cliffs in Valparaiso, and along the streets of 
the Ahnehdral. But the poorer people live 
chiefly in the Quebradas, or ravines. This class 
of sociei^ had been the least affected by the 
changes in the political state of the coiintry, and 
retained, as we were informed, the same man- 
ners and habits as before; a circumstance which 
gave them a higher interest to us ; and we fre- 
quently roved about, in the cool hours of even- 
ing, amongst their, ranchas, or cottages, and were 
every where received with the utmost frankness, 
and, as far as the simple means of the inhabitants 
went, with hospitality. They were chiefly brick*- 
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makers, day-labourers, and washerwomen, who 
were always gratified by the interest we took p 
their affairs, replying readily and cheerfully to 
our inquiries. Their first anxiety was that we 
should be seated, in order, to use their phrase, 
that we might feel ourselves in our own house ; 
their next wish was, that we should taste some- 
thing, no matter how little ; some offered us spi- 
rits, or milk and bread ; others, who could afibrd 
nothing else, presented a cup of water. Yet, 
however wretched the cottage, or poor the fare, 
the deficiency was never made more apparent by 
apologies. With untaught politeness, the best 
they had was placed before us, graced with a 
hearty welcome. 

These ranchas, as well as the houses in the' 
town, are built of large flat bricks dried in the 
sim ; and thatched with broad pahn leaves, the 
ends of which, by overhanging the walls, afibrd 
shade, as well as shelter from the rain. Each 
cottage is divided into two rooms ; one for the 
beds, the other as a dining-room, a portion of 
the mud floor of which is always raised seven or 
eight inches above the level of the other parts, 
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and being covered with mats, serves as a couch 
for the siesta sleepers after dinner. 

Ia one cottage we found a young woman 
grinding com in a very primitive mill, consist- 
ing of two stones, one a large grooved block pla- 
ced on the ground, the other a polished piece a- 
bout twice the size of her hand. The unground 
corn appeared to be baked till it crumbled into 
powder between the finger and thumb : this 
coarse flour, when mixed with water, made an 
agreeable drink called Ulpa. 

In some of the Quebradasj we occasionally dis* 
covered houses of a better class, generally occu- 
pied by elderly ladies of slender incomes, who 
had relinquished the fashionable and expensive 
parts of the town, for more remote, though not 
less comfortable dwellings. Nothing could ex- 
ceed the neatness and regularity which reigned in 
these houses ; where we were often received by 
the inmates with a politeness of manners, indi- 
cating that they had known better days. These 
good ladies generally entertained us with the ce- 
lebrated Paraguy tea, called Mattee, a beverage 
of which the inhabitants are passionately fond. 
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Before infusion, the Yerba, as it is called, has a 
yellow colour, and appears partly ground, and 
party chopped; the flavour resembles that of 
fine tea, to which, indeed, many people prefer it 
The mattee is made in an oval-shaped metal pot, 
about twice as large as an egg, placed nearly fuU 
of water, on the hot embers of the brazier, which 
stands in the middle of the parlour ; when the 
water begins to boil, a lump of sugar burnt on 
the outside is added. The pot is next removed 
to a filagree silver stand, on which it is handed 
to the guest, who draws the mattee into his mouth 
through a silver pipe seven or eight inches in 
length ; furnished, at the lower extremity, with 
a bulb pierced with small holes. The natives 
drink it almost boiling hot, and it costs a stran- 
ger many a tear before he can imitate them in 
this practice. There is one custom in these mat- 
tee drinkings, to which, though not easily recon- 
cileable to our habits, a stranger must not venture 
to object. However numerous the company be, 
or however often the mattee pot be replenished, 
the tube is never changed ; and to decline ta- 
king mattee, because the tube had been previ- 
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ously used, would be thought the height of rude- 
ness. A gentleman of my acquaintance, beco- 
ming very fond of this beverage, bought a tube 
for himself, and carried it constantly in his poc- 
ket; but this gave so much offence that he was 
eventually obliged to relinquish its use. 

The people in general, and particularly the 
peasantry, and the lower orders in the outskirts 
of the town, appeared to us much better bred 
than the correspondent ranks in other countries. 
In their domestic circle, they were at all times 
remarkably polite to one another ; the children 
being respectful and attentive^ and the parents 
considerate and indulgent. But this was con- 
spicuous only at home ; for, when abroad, the 
men were very negligent of good manners ; and, 
although actual rudeness was contrary to their 
nature, they were, in general, careless of the 
wishes of the women, and never sought oppor- 
tunities of obliging them, nor seemed to take 
any pleasure in being useful on trivial occasions. 
This habitual inattention on the part of the 
young men rendered the women, in some degree, 
distrustful of the civility with which strangers, 
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;a5 a matter of course, treated them ; and, at 
first, we often observed a look of embarrassment 
and doubt when we paid them the most ordina- 
ry attention. 

The state of education at Valparaiso was very j 
low, and in this respect the men had the advan- 
tage. The refinement, however, was all with the 
other sex; in knowledge of the world, in sound > 

judgment, and in every thing relative to man- 
ners, they were clearly superior to the men. 

For some time after arriving at Valparaiso, our 
attention had been so much engrossed by the 
scenes at the buU-fights, that we became well 
acquainted with the habits and opinions of the 
lower classes : for as there seemed little proba- 
bility of such an opportunity occurring again, 
all of us who took an interest in such inquiries 
mixed with the ^natives every evening. This 
was the more agreeable, as there was nothing 
coarse or vulgar in their manners ; on the con- ' 
trary, a bold and rather graceful address cha- 
racterised all their deportment. To us they were 
uniformly respectful, and always willing to com- 
municate or receive information. 
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Our curiosity was naturally directed towards 
politics, and, knowing that we should eventual-* 
ly have ample opportunities of learning the state 
of feeling in the upper classes, we occupied our- 
selves, upon this occasion, in ascertaining the 
sentiments of the peasantry. At first we felt 
disappointed with their calmness, and wondered 
to hear them speaking with so little enthusiasm, 
and m terms so little vindictive, of the Spa- 
niards; while the upper classes, in the same 
town, were filled with animation when the sub- 
ject was mentioned, and never allowed them- 
selves to think of their ancient rulers without 
expressing the bitterest animosity. 

It must, however, be remembered that, with 
regard to the effects of the Revolution, the upper 
Slid lower classes were difierendy circumstanced. 
The peasant's station in society had not been mar 
terially changed by the subversion of the Spanish 
authority ; while that of his landlord was essen- 
tially altered in almost every point. The lower 
orders here, as in all countries, are not those who 
feel the oppression of bad government most sen- 
sibly; and although, unquestionably, their pro- 
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sperity must, in process of time, be greatly aug- 
mented by the operation of such wholesome 
changes, their immediate benefit cannot be so 
direct or manifest as that of the upper classes. 

In Chili, while the peasant remains where he 
was, his superior has gained many advantages. 
He has obtained political independence f he is 
free, and secure in his person and properly ;^ for 
the first time in his life, he has a share in thie 
government of his country ; he may aspire to the 
highest offices of profit or distinction ; the value 
of his property is enhanced by the market which 
has been opened to carry off its produce ; and 
he feels no reserve in displaying his wealth, or 
in expressing his opinions ; in short, he is in 
possession of civil liberty. 

The benefits resulting from free trade, as com- 
pared with the restrictions and monopolies of old, 
are those which come home the soonest to the 
apprehension of all ranks ; and, although it can- 
not be denied, that even the lowest peasant in the 
country has fek the change which the Revolution 
has produced on the price of goods, yet the ad- 
vantage to the upper classes has been much more 
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extensively felt ; for they are not only greater 
purchasers, but have more home produce to give 
in exchange. All classes, therefore, both high 
and low, share, though not equally, in the bene» 
iits resulting from the change of government ; 
and this universalily of advantage is the charac* 
teristic circumstance, which, with one exception, 
distinguishes the South American revolutions 
. from all others with which we aire acquainted. 
These are real and solid advantages. That they 
should be fully understood, or even appreciated 
at once, is too much to expect ; and many errors 
and extravagances will be committed before such 
blessings can have their full exercise: but as 
they are of a nature to work themselves clear, if 
left alone, every successive hour of freedom will 
have the effect of enlarging the circle of know- 
ledge and virtue throughout the country. 

On the 6th of January 1821, I set out for 
Santiago, the capital of Chili, in company with 
a naval officer, who, having been several years 
on the South American station, proved a most 
useful guide, both from his knowledge of the 
country, and from his general information. As 
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the roads in Chili are unfit for carriages, all tra- 
velling is on horseback ; and the ordinary pace 
being a hand gallop, the changes are necessarily 
frequent. The only wheeled vehicle in use is a 
large lumbering cart, or waggon, drawn by six 
or eight oxen, at a very slow rate; but the 
transport of goods from the port to the capital, 
and thence all over the country, is performed by 
mules of an excellent breed. 

Our journey was injudiciously arranged ; for, 
instead of taking one half of it early in the morn- 
ing, and the other in the evening, we travelled 
in the middle of the day, when the heat, to which 
we were exposed, was intense. The whole coun- 
.try seemed burnt up ; the sim flamed out with a 
bright glare over every thing, raising hot vapours 
.from the ground like the breath of an oven ; not 
a blade of grass was any where to be seen ; not 
a drop of moisture ; every thing was parched 
and withered along the baked ground, which 
was riven into innumerable crevices ; no breeze 
. of wind came to relieve us, and the oppressive 
nature of the heat was intolerable. 

In the course of the morning we passed several 



28 CHILI. 

ridges of hills, and here and there the eye was 
gladdened by the sight of a slender strip of ver- 
dure, pointing out the course of some mountain 
stream. Between the ridges, which rose to the 
height of several thousand feet, we observed 
plains, surrounded by the high grounds, suggest- 
ing the idea of lakes having once stood there. 

On crossing one of these ranges, we discovered 
a p&rtjr of muleteers, who had sought shelter 
from the heat of the sun, under a grove of lofty 
trees; onapatchof grass by the side of a rivulet, 
which dashed from rock to rode, and gave a deli- 
cious freshness to the air. Their mules, to the 
number of fifty, were arranged in a circle, each 
tied by the halter to his load, placed on the 
ground. The muleteers begged us to dismount 
and join their party, giving us, at the same 
time, some of their cool ulpa to drink, and en- 
deavouring to dissuade us from proceeding till 
the sun should be lower ; advice we ought cer- 
tainly to have followed, for we suffered severely 
by the heat before reaching Bustamante, where 
we dined. This being one of the post-houses, the 
people were prepared to receive us, and placed 
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our dinner table in the door-way, that we might 
enjoy the cool draught from the breeze just then 
setting in. Our repast consisted of large black 
%s, and a tumbler of cold lemonade^ the fra- 
grance of which filled the whole house, besides 
newly baked snow-white bread, with fine fresh 
butter ; and instead of wine, when the cloth 
was removed, we sipped a pot of mattee. The 
kind people of the cottage entreated us to take 
our siesta brfore going farther; but haying re- 
solved upon reaching the capital that evening, 
we denied ourselves a luxury, more tempting 
now than it had ever appeared. 

About an hour before sunset we reached the 
summit of the last pass, whence we commanded 
a full view of the Andes. We had previously 
seen their snowy peaks, but from a great way ofl^ 
at sea ; we had now, however, the satisfaction of 
viewing them from the summit to the base, and 
at a distance calculated to give full efiect to their 
height. The plain from which the mountains 
take their rise not being much elevated above the 
sea, none of the altitude of the ridges is lost, as 
it is when the surroimding country is itself very 
high ; and we could count the various ranges, 
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five or six in number, towering one above an- 
other, in magnificent irregularity. Nothing in 
mountain scenery could be finer, or less within 
the reach of verbal description. 

On our way across the plain towards the city, 
/ we overtook a party of soldiers conducting a 
f niunber of Spanish prisoners of war towards the 
i capital. They had been recently taken in battle 
in Peru, then the seat of war between the Chi- 
lians and Royalists. As there will be occasion, 
I in the next chapter, to give some account of the 
I rise and progress of the Chilian expedition a- 
/ gainst Peru, it is needless to dwell upon it at 
/ present. The pleasing train of reflections, how- 
ever, suggested by the first good view of the 
Andes, was dispersed by this disagreeable and 
unexpected sight. It is painful, at all times, to 
see men in chains, be the punishment ever so 
well merited ; but it is peculiarly so in the case 
I of prisoners of war ; and it is impossible not 

I to feel for men, whose only crime consists in 

having faithfully adhered to the cause of their 
king. 

We found the state of society in Santiago, as 
might be expected, superior to that of the Port 
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The inhabitants are wealthier and better edu- 
cated, and know more of what is passing in other 
parts of the world ; their manners are compara^ 
tively polished ; they dress neater, and they are 
much more commodiously lodged. They re- 
semble the inhabitants of Valparaiso, however, 
in their kindness to strangers, and, above all, 
in their indulgence and consideration for those 
who speak the language imperfectly. The city 
is divided into quadras, or solid squares, by 
streets crossing one another at right angles ; the 
houses are flat roofed, and of one story only, with 
a neat parapet running along the front above the 
cornice; they are all white-washed, andthestreets 
beingkept perfectly clean, nothing can exceed the 
neatness of this most regular town. The houses 
are quadrangular, and all the rooms may be en- 
tered from a square court in the middle, called 
the Patio, or by doors of communication from 
one to the other. The entrance from the street 
is by a broad, and generally an ornamental porch, 
on either side of which are the stables and 
coach-house. The drawing and dining room 
occupy that side of the Patio fronting the en- 
trance to the court, and the bed-brooms and count- 
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ing-house the other two sides. In the hot sea- 
son, an awning is drawn over the patio, which 
contributes greatly to the coohiess of the rooms. 
Behind every house lies a garden, beyond which 
runs a clear rapid stream. 

7tk ofjan^ — I was introduced to a family this 
morning, long known to strangers for their hos- 
pitality and usefiil friendship : They were seat- 
ed in the comer of a room, kept almost, dark, 
with a view to the exclusion of the heat It is 
the fashion of the country for the ladies to^^«?owd 
into comers, or to plant themselves in determi- 
ned lines along the walls, not a little formi- 
dable to strangers. Upon the present occasion, 
one of the ladies perceiving the conversation 
to be hurt by this arrangement, rose and went 
to the piano forte ; the rest remained at their 
needle, as formal as ever, but presently some 
other visitors coming in, the parties became in- 
termixed, and the stiffiiess, which had chilled 
us at first, yielded to a more cheerful and fa- 
miliar intercourse, which the young ladies en- 
couraged with much spirit. Just as matters had 
fallen into this agreeable train, a merry-look- 
ing old gentleman came skipping into the room 
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with a je^ ia Im nuMih$ and tb^ eas; familiari^ 
ty of a privileged person. He was a ohrgjh 
man of my^sty^ bul poAsesa^d tke health and 
anioiatioR of s^ye^teesi and cracked his jokea 
to. th? right a^d left without mercy, se wiing to 
a^ the whole covnpfiny at defiance* Fqf some 
timei he carried all befhre him, and the. manner 
in which he quizzed eyery one without distinction 
w^a yery diyerU^g. At Iwgth, howevoT) some 
pf the yonng ladies rallied, aud beimg rather 
neittded, as it seemed, at aom^ of his sar^asma 
comiog too near the truibi retorted QOMHt^n md 
with interest The good natured father wi^ eii- 
ehanted wifh their viyacityi md fttii^iUated th^m 
to fresh attacks hy an'affectfttioii of suiferiug 
firom their seyerity; and at le^a^gth took hi? leay^ 
fhou^ unanimously mtr^^d to rwi9Jin. 

We were curious to knov who this. pW geHr 
demanwas; and learnt that he hfli^db^^ft^upr 
wards of fi%yeiws the pastor of ft remote In- 

dian village, where he had apquired* by hi^ tft- 
leuts and virtues, m «3|tensiye and important in- 
flueuc^ oyer tb^ natiyes, whos^ condition he h^ 
greatly improved, by cony^rting thism to Ckrvir 
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tianity, and introducing educitdon» togethier With 
the arts of civil life. • / 

In thie eyemng, about simset, every one flock- 
ed to the Alflpiedi^ or public walk, called alsa 
the Tajamac. One of its^ sides forms an enw 
bailment to-fnreTent the inundation of tiie rivers 
Maypochoy m s^eam^ iissignificant in winter, but 
which becomes a violent torrent when the snaw» 
of the Andes begin to melt This projnenade 
ecmsidts c^a wSkle and finely kept carrii^e way, 
with a broad walk on each side of it, shaded by 
dcmbte rows of lofiy poplars. Under the trees 
there stretches a low wall, on which the ladies, 
who generally appear in full dress, spread their* 
handkerchiefs with great care, and aflfected for* 
mality; before they venture to sit down. Every 
part of the walk commands a view of the Andes, 
which, though not less than fifty or sixty miles 
distant, seem to overhang the town. 

On the 9th of January, the capital was thrown 
into conunotion by the arrivid of news from the 
army in Peru, stating, that various successes had 
been gained over the Royalists ; and such, it ap* 
peared, bad becomethe popularity of the Indepen* 
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dent c^use, that a whole regiment of the King's 
troops had passed over from Lima in a body, and 
offered their services to the Patriots. So com- 
pletely were the inhabitants of Santiago engross- 
ed by this news, that nothing was thought of 
for several days but the Peruvian expedition. 
This state of things furnished, ua with frequent 
opportunities of discovering the public feeling on 
the general question of the Revoluticm; for every 
one was delighted to converse on the subject, and 
the enthusiasm of the moment made it the most 
popular topic in all companies.^ The principal 
object of their thoughts^ or that which they dwelt 
upon with the steadiest determination, was the 
preservation of their independence ; the next, a 
liitter animosity against their former rulers, the 
l^aniards ; a feeling sometimes carried to a most 
unjust and unreasonable length. They often, for 
instance, blamed living individuals^ and classes (^ 
individuals, for faults and errors with which they 
were in no respect phargeable, but which resulted 
from the slow operation of centuries of misrule. 
They even took delight in fostering and encou- 
i;^ng these prejudices, knowingthem to be such; 
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a sspecbs of wilful self-delusion^ whicb^ although 
indefensible in particular instances, may, never* 
theless, in the long-run, contribute essentially to 
the great cause of their country. The spirit 
which originally roused the South Americans to 
throw off the Spanish yoke is kept alive and ac» 
tive by such antipathies, fuid the pec^le are thus 
prevented by their passions, as well as their in- 
terests, from slumbering at their posts, while 
their liberty and honour are still .in hazard* 

16M qfjan. — I had occasion to send a despatch 
to the naval Commander-in^hief, Commodore 
Sir Thomas M. Hardy, Bart, K.C.B., by an ex- 
press which might be expected to reach Buenos 
Ajrres from Santiago in twelve days i it is said, 
however, that the journey has, on some occasions, 
been made in eleven. The distance is 1365 miles, 
so that the courier must travel. Upon an average, 
about 114 miles a^day. This communication 
between Buenos Ayres and Chili has for some 
years been open ; and post-houses having been 
established along the whole line of road, the on- 
ly difficulties in the journey arise from fatigue, 
bad lodging, and bad fare. At these stations 
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horses ftre kept in c<MistaBt readiness ; the sup- 
ply being maintained from the multitudes of wild 
droves covering the Pampas, or plains <^ Buaios 
Ayres, which extend from the sea to the base 
of the Andes. When gentl^nen travel on this 
road, it is usual to make that part <^ the journey 
between the mountaiBs and Buenos Ayres^ along 
the level Pampas in a carriage : but the part ly- 
ing amongst the Andes can be performed only 
onhorsesyoronnmles. These couriers, who are 
bred to their 1)usiness, as an exdusive occupa- 
tion, are generally sbibH and active men ; tem- 
perate in all their habits, and possessed of a spi- 
rit of ^iterprise and ener^, which distinguishes 
them from thie rest of their countrymen. 

As soon as the dispatches were sent oS, I paid 
a visit to a Chilian &mily of my acquaintance, 
and immediately on my entering the drawings 
room, the lady of the house^ and one of her 
daughters, each presented me with a rose, apo- 
logising, at the same time, for having omitted to 
do so b^ore. This custom of presenting stran- 
gers with a flower prevails in all Spanish counr 
tries, and is one of an extensive class of minute 
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attritions, which the Spaniards und their desc^- 
dants understand better than any other nation. 
The favour itself is nothing ; indeed, it seems^ 
^essential to the civility that it should be a mere 
trifle ; the merit lies in the unaffected and sim- 
ple expression of good will and kindness whidi, 
while it really obliges, is of a nature to impose 
no obligation. 

Whilst we were thus establishing an agreeable 
acquaintance with the inhabitants of the capital, 
our intercourse was suddenly cut short by a cir- 
cumstance which obliged me to return to the 
Port Accounts had reached Santiago, that a 
French line»o&>battle ship and a frigate had 
touched at Conception, and intended soon to vi- 
sit Valparaiso. The arrival of such a force, at 
this moment, excited, a considerable sensatioi^i 
amongst the Chilians, as many people entertain- 
ed apprehensions of its object being hostile. 
Whatever might be the intentions of the Fr^idi 
Admiral towards the Chilians, I felt anxious to 
be on board the Conway on the time of his ar- 
rival ; and therefore lost not a moment in return- 
ing to Valparaiso. To quit the capital at this 
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time was to me matter of odnsiderable regret, 
leM on account of ks agreeable society, tban at 
the importance of cultivating the personal ac- 
quaintance of men with whom I was likely after* 
wards to hold official intercourse. 

The independence of the South American 
states was not acknowledged by England, nd- 
ther had any consuls, nor accredited political 
agents, as yet been sent out The commercial 
intercourse, however, between tiie two countries 
being already very extensive, and every day iiH 
creasing, pmnts of doubt arose, and it became 
necessary to open frequent correspondence of a 
diplomatic «id commercial nature with the local 
giDvemments. The only constituted authority 
<m the part of England, in that quarter of the 
globe, being the naval Commander-in-chief; up- 
om him necessarily devolved the whdte responsi- 
bility of these discussions. Tlie task was one of 
great difficulty and unportance, chiefly from ^e 
vast extent of his command, and the uncertain- 
ty and delay of all communications. The vary- 
ing nature also of every pcditical relation in those 
countries — th^ instairiiity and inexperience of the 
governments — the agitated state of the public 
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amdy widi the jC<Mft»e<pifiHt abgmcc of mercimtttt 
tenftl^noe — the novel^, in shor^ of «irerj kwlJH 
tutjLoiB^— oil conspired to com^lioatei in a renark* 
able degree, a subject at no titte wofdc^ or of 
easy managem^it. Owing to the diflBcnfty of 
oeHkmttiiicadxm between the different parts of the 
station, k beciune impossoble fbr tibe ComaiMi^ 
der'4ii-chirf to attend to the details of business 
at Baore thm one spot : the ships of the sqiuiF- 
dr<Hi w^e di^efore dt^buted at those p<Hnts 
n^^pe the presence of a Britidi authority was 
most essentially required, nianely. Bio de Ja- 
neiro, in Brazil; Buenos Ayres in die River 
Plate; Valpai«iso in CSiili; Lima in Peru; and 
San Bias on the coast of Mexico, lliere were^ 
besides, maay intermediate ports where the ao- 
tivity of our merchants had fouad means to intro- 
duce a taste for our manu&ctures ; and idl these 
places r^Hired to be occasi^udly visited, that 
the British interest mi^ht not want protection* 

Without l^ing into details which might seem 
tedious, it would be difficult to give a con^o^ 
hensive view of the various duties, which at this 
juncture devolved upon the captains of his Ma- 
jesty's ships, stationed along the coast of South 
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America, and Mexico. It may be iiifficiMit to 
mentkaiy Ast as the whole of the conaulate afiks 
fell to dieir chai^ every dispute whidi aitMM 
between British subjects and the local gOTern* 
meiits was necessarily discussed through diem; 
raidier a new dass of obligations for naval oA* 
cecs, but one which^ from their being the only 
dsinterested individuals on the spot, they aknm 
were qualified to undertake. The greater nqm* 
ber of these misunderstandings arose out of coo^ 
merdal regulations, which the merchants ccmh- 
fribdned of as oppressive; sometimes they orij^ 
nated in the actual seizure of English vessels, on 
the plea of tfa«r endeavouring to introduce goods 
widumt paying the duties ; sometimes the mer- 
chants were accused of concealing Spanish pro- 
-p&cty in their ships ; at other times the laws of 
the port, or of the country generally, were said 
to be infringed, the imputed delinquency being 
followed by imprisonment, or by confiscation of 
properly. On these, and many other occasions, 
• appeals to Government, from the captains of his 
Majesty's ships, were expected : it 'being,* how- 
ever, their special duty merely to remonstrate, 
and, if possiUe, to arrange matters amicably, but 
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on no occasion %o tbteaten or to act hostilely 
without instmctiQiis from the Commander-in-* 
chief, in reply to the representations made to 
him of aU the circumstances. But, in abnost 
every case, it was of immediate consequence to 
the advancement of the commercial interests, that 
such disputes as have be^n alluded to shpidd 
be settled at the momenta The state of trade^ 
and, indeed, of every political circumstance in 
those countries, was liable jto such perpetual 
fluctuation, that, long before an answer could 
be reqeived from the Commodore, .every thing 
material in the jcase might be altered. rThe 
impossibility of forietellmg changes, or of estima^. 
ting, with any precision, the probaUe eSect of 
thegreat political convulsions by which the coun^ 
try was torn, rendered it a matter of extreme 
difficulty for the Commander-in-chief to give in- 
€tru£tioRs to his officers, for whose proceedings, 
however, he was officially responsible. Still less, 
it may be supposed, could his Majesty's 6oven>- 
ment at home have any clear conception of the 
details of management, in the midst of such a 
prodigious confusion of circumstances, varying 
every hour* The consequence was, that the oA- 
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cers wer^ made wdl acquaiinted with tiie genial 
principles by which their conduct was to be re- 
gulated, and were afterwards left, as a matt^ 
of absolute necessity, to act to 'the best of their 
judgment and alnlity, in the spirit of their in- 
structions. With erery possible care, however, 
eases would sometimes occur, so difficult and 
c(»qdicated, as to s^em utterly incapaUe of ad* 
justment, without an extension of their powers* 
On such occattons, a inference to higher autho- 
rity became indispensable. 

The Port duties, on the other hand, were of 
an easier nature, relating chiefly to matters of 
difference between our own countrymen, and re- 
gidated, to a certain extent, by established writr- 
ten authorities^ which might be referred to. As 
the number of ships in harbour were generally 
considerable, these discussions became very en- 
grossing, and, when superadded to the cmlinary 
prc^ssional avocations, left little leisure for at- 
tending to the novel scenes of a local and cha* 
racteristic nature, daily passing around us. 

It will be readily understood how materially 
our objects, in the official intercourse above al- 
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luckd to, were likely to be forwarded by a pr^ 
Yious personal acquaintance with the parties o& 
both sides of the question. For it happened al- 
most invariably that both were to blame; and 
ihe only mode of adjustment, therefore^ was by 
compromise, throti^ the instrumentality of a 
disinta'ested third party, Ihe success xi£ whose 
interference would evidently d^>e]id very much 
upon his knowledge of the respective characters 
of the disputants. It was cm this account, chief* 
ly, that I wished to have remained loiter in the 
capital, to see more (^ the different members of 
Govemm^it, as wdl as (o extend my acquaint* 
ance amongst the English residents. 

I reached Valparaiso b^ore the French ships 
made tiieir appearance, and was much struck 
with die ill-supi»*essed anxiety with whi<^ the 
inhdiitants awaited the event. National pride 
fisrbade tl^ expressicm of any alarm, but a know* 
ledge <^ th^ own inability to resist sudi aforce 
filled them with very natural apprehension. No- 
thing, however, as the event proved, could be 
mc^e unfounded than such feats; for the French- 
men, after a short and friendly visit, sailed away 
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ag»i]]^ carrying off the hearts of half the ladies of 
the Port 

Previous to their departure the Governor gave 
a grand ball to the French Admiral and his oiBr 
oers; and, widiout considering the size of bis 
roomsy invited the whole beauty and fiudiion of 
the Port to meet them. Many of the company, 
veU known to be in indigent circwnstances, and 
whose ordinary style of living was of the hum- 
blest description, appeared in rich dresses, and 
wore jewels of considerable value. Tliere is no- 
diing, indeed, upon which the women of this 
country, especially those who are the least able 
to afford it, so much pique themselves as being 
able, upon great occasicms, to dress splendidly ; 
and it is alleged that they often submit to many 
severe privations to attain this grand object of 
their vanity. 

In the course of the evenings the room becom*- 
ing close, I was glad to seek fresh air on the plat- 
form surrounding the Governor's house. Re- 
turning to the ball, I perceived an open door 
leading to an antichamber separated froiti the 
principal apartment by the haU where the music 
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y/fsts stationed. On entering this room, I was 
struck by the appearance of several lady-lik^ 
young women standing on chairs and strainii^ 
their eyes, as they looked over the heads of the 
servants and musicians to eatch a glimpse of the 
strangers in the baU-reom^ from which they ap- 
peared to be excluded. Seated on a sofa in the 
comer near them were two stately old ladies^ sim- 
ply though elegantly dressed ; who did not ap- 
pear to sympathize with their children in eager- 
ness about the ball, butsatapart quietly conver- 
sing together. In their countenances, which re- 
tained traces of considerable beauty, there dwelt 
a melancholy expression ; while their demeanour 
indicated an indifference to all that was passing; 
On inquiry, it appeared that they were old Spa^- 
niards, who, under the former administration of 
the country, had been persons of wealth aiHl con- 
sequence, but whose existence was now scarce 
ly known. The recent revolution having strip- 
ped them of their fortune and rank, they were 
living in such poverty and obscurity, as not t6 
be thought worthy of a^ invitation to the ball. 
Even so trifling a circumstance as this, if duly 
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cimsideredt leads the mind to reflect on the me> 
Titable consequences of all violent political chan- 
ges. On first amving in South America, one is 
mpt to be dazzled by the brilliancy of the speo- 
lade, aad to imagine the good arising from the 
emandpation of the people is without alloy. 
T^ delusive veil the successful party are ex- 
tremely desirous of throwing over every thing* 
Experience, however^ soon skews the bitter 
workings of fortune imder a great variety of 
shapes ; and it is a wholesome exercise, both to 
the nnderstanding and to the heart, to view such 
examples attentively when they happen to oc- 
cur. In revdiutionary times, especially, we may 
rest assured, dmt, in the midst of the most en- 
thusiastic rejoicings, there will always be much 
secret grief entitled to consideration and respect. 
The incident above related was the first of its 
kind we had seen, and, on that account, perhaps, 
appeared more striking than the numberless in- 
stances of unmerited ruin and distress which we 
afterwards met with, every where following the 
footsteps of Revolution. 

I9ih of Jan. — I went in the evening to visit a 
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fiuaily in the Almendrali or great suburb of Vid- 
paraiso. The ladies vere raugfidn 9:3 jisi4SJl».ala»g 
the wall, in a ooinpact line, with their shawls 
drawn over the head and across the chin, so as 
nearly to conceal the face* One young lady was 
playing the harp, another the guitar, while seme 
occasionally joined with their shrill voices, in 
singing the patriotic songs of the day. Qthevs 
were chatting, or working, and the evening was 
passing away pleasantly enough, when, without 
any apparent cause, the whole party jun\pedup9 
cast away their music and work, and flew i^ ^e 
most frantic manner out of the house, screaming 
aIoud,.Misericordia ! misericordia ! beating their 
breasts at the same time, and looking terrified 
beyond description. I was astonished at all this» 
but followed the company into the street, caLUs^ 
out Misericordia as loud as any of them* It was 
a bright moonlight evening, and the street, from 
end to end, was filled with people; some, only 
half dressed, having just leaped from their beds 
— children, snatched from their sleep, were cry- 
ing in all directions — ^many carried lights in their 
hands — ^in short, such a scene of wild confusion 

2 
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fmd atsrm I ntret bekeld ; and all apparently oc- 
^astoned by a spontaneous morement, withbnt 
any risible motLte. After standing in the street 
for about a minute, the whole crowd turned 
round again and ran into theif houses, so that, 
in die course of a few seconds, the hubbub was 
stifled,^ and not a mortal was to be seen. I now 
be^ed to know the cause of this amaeihg conip 
motion, baring a vague idea of its forming some 
part of a religious ceremony, -when, to my sur- 
prise, X learned that tt had been produced by an 
eiblhquak^ so serer^ that the people had been 
afraid of the houses tumbling about theur ears, 
and had run into the open street to avoid the 
danger : for my part, I was totally unconscious 
of any motion, nor did I hear the sound, which 
Aey described as unusually loud. On men- 
tioning this &ct afterwards in company, I was 
assured, that for a considerable peHod after the 
arrival of foreigners, they are m like manner in<» 
sensibte to shocks, which a native can at once 
dfetii^fdst. It may be mentioned also, as ah 
uiltisual etkct of ex{jerience, that the sensation 
of alarm, canned by feeling an eordiquake, goes 
VOL. I. n 
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on augmentiiig instead of diminishing in amount^ 
and that one who at first ridicules the terrors 
of the inhabitants, comes eventually to be even 
more frightened than they are. 

19^ of Jan. — An officer of the American fri- 
gate Macedonia having died at Valparaiso, and 
there being no ship of war of that nation in port 
to pay the accustomed honours to his remains, I 
conceived it right to supply the place of his ab* 
sent countrymen, by going with the officers dT 
the Conway, and great part of the crew, in pro** 
cession to the grave ; accompanied by all the A- 
mericans, EngUsh, and other foreigners, without 
distinction, who haj^ened to be on the spot In 
places remote from home, an incident of this de» 
scription makes every stran^r feel more stn»gly 
his insulated situation, and in the absence of his 
natural friends, disposes him to ding to those a^* 
round, who, being equally desolate with himself 
are ready to sympathize with him. 

On reaching the grave, even the most unre- 
fleeting were shocked to find that the body was 
to be laid in unconsecrated ground ; for the 
Spaniards, it appeared, had systematically de- 
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nied to all foreigners, not Catholics, the privilege 
of Christian burial. But it is gratifying to learn, 
that the new government have since, in a spirit 
worthy of the times, expressed the utmost readi- 
ness to grant a piece of ground to be consecra- 
ted and set apart for this piu*pose. 

21st qfjan. — ^The Chilians are fond of mak- 
ing pic-nic parties, to dine in the country, at any 
spot which may suit them during an excursion, 
and to-day I happened to fall in with some friends 
bent on such an expedition, all crowded into a 
careta or covered waggon, on its way to the hills : 
as they wanted one more cavallero, I was well 
pleased to be permitted to join them. We reach- 
ed the destined spot in safety, though sufficiently 
jolted, and well nigh deafened by the creaking 
sound of the wheels, which, like those in Spain, 
are kept purposely without grease, in <Nrder, it is 
said, by this clumsy device, to prevent smuggling 
— since no cart nor waggon can pass within half 
a league of a custom-house officer without calling 
his attention to the spot Here we found our- 
selves seated in the cool verandah of a neatly 
built cottage; and the sea-breeze setting in. 
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proved delightfully refreshing afler our dusty 
drive in the carets Our situation on the side 
of the mountain commanded a fidl view of the 
bay and shipping, as well as of the long line of 
houses skirting the shore ; and the cotti^e being 
surrounded by fruit trees^ such as figs, apples^ 
peaches, and orangeS) and shaded by lofly tama- 
rinds, the name given to the valley by its di&« 
coverers appeared no longer inappropriate ; and 
Was still further justified by our discovering a£* 
terwards, when rambling amongst the hills, un- 
doubted traces of an a&eient forest. We pleased 
our imaginations \ij looking finrward to the time 
when industry and wealth should again restore 
the whole of this imcultivated scene to its former 
beauty. 

Our pic-nic differed greatly from £he repasta 
under that name which I have shared in other 
cotmtries ; for here we partook of at least a dozen 
dressed dishes, with all the formalities of a din- 
ner, not followed, however, by the customary 
siesta; a most remarkable omission. The party 
being in a merry mood, voted that, instead of 
sleeping, we should go to a flower garden about 



a mile distant; and the proposal being carried 
by acclamation, we set out, and having saunter- 
ed up and down the cool walks for an hour, re- 
turned to the town loaded with roses and sweet- 
briar. 

On the 22d of January his Majesty's ship 
Owen Olendower arrived at Valparaiso, and the 
Conway being ordered to proceed to Peru, sail- 
ed on the 27th for Callao, the sea-port of Lama. 
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CHAPTER II. 
CHILL 

KOTICE OF THE BBVOLUTIONS IN CHIU— GENERAL BAN MAB- 
TIN— ABRIVAL OF LORD COCHRANE. 

Chili first threw off the Spanish yoke in 
July 1810, but the national Independence was 
not fully established till April 1818. During 
the intermediate period, the dissensions of the 
different parties ; their disputes as to the form 
of government, and the law of election ; with 
other distracting causes, arising out of the ambi- 
tion of turbulent individuals, and the inexperi- 
ence of the whole nation in political affairs ; so 
materially retarded the union of the country, 
that the Spaniards, by sending expeditions from 
Peru, were enabled, in 1814, to regain their lost 
authority in Chili. 
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Meanwhile the Government of Buenos Ayres, 
the independence of which had been established 
in 1810, naturally dreaded that the Spanish arms 
would not long be confined to the western side 
of the Andes ; but would speedily make a descent 
upon the provinces of the River Plate, of which 
Buenos Ayres is the capital. In order to guard 
against this formidable danger, they resolved 
themselves to become the invaders, and by great 
exertions equipped an army of 4000 men. The 
command of this force was given to General D<m 
Jos^ de San Martin, a nativeof the town of Ya» 
peyu in Paraguay ; a man greatly beloved by all 
ranks, and held in such high estimation by the 
people, that to his persondl exertions the forma- 
tion of this army is chiefly due. 

With these troops San Martin entered Chili 
,by a pass over the Andes heretofore deemed in- 
accessible, and on the 12th of February 1817, at- 
tacked and completely defeated the Royal army 
. at Chacabuco. The Chilians, thus freed from the 
immediate presence of the enemy, again assem- 
bled in congress, and having established a new 
form of government, consisting of a director and 
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jKye senators, unanimously elected General San 
Martin as their €hief,-*^an honour^ haweirer^ 
which he resolutely declined, proposing, at the 
same time, that General Don Bernardo 0'Higi> 
gins, his constant companion in arms^ should be 
elected. This was accordingly done, and that 
meritorious officer, an Irishman by descent, 
though bom u^ Chili, has ever since remained 
at the head of the government, * 

The remnant of the l^anish army took refuge 
in Talcuhuana, a fortified sea-*port near Concq>-> 
tion, on the southern frontier of Chili. Vigorous 
measures were taken to reduce this place, but^ i|i 
:the beginning of 1818, the Viceroy of Peru, by 
draining that province of its best troops, sent off 
a body of 5000 men under General Osorio, who 
succeeded in joining the Spaniards shut up in 
Talcuhuana. Thus reinforced, the Royal army, 
amounting in all to 8000, drove back the Chi* 
lians, marched on the capital, and gained other 
considerable advantages ; particularly in a night 
action at Talca, on the 19th March 1818, where 
the Royalists almost entirely dispersed the Pa* 
triot forces. San Martin, however, who, after 
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the battle of Oiacabuco^ had been named Caab- 
jnaiider^ln-chief of the united armies of Chili and 
BfippoR Ayres ; and who seems to have possess* 
edy in a remarkable degree^ the confidence of 
both countries, succeeded, in c<mjanction with 
Generals O^Higgins and Las Heras, in rallying 
the troops, augmenting their numbers, and in- 
spiring them with fresh resolution. These exeiv 
tions on the part of the generals were admirably 
seconded by the inhabitants of Santiago, who, 
seeing the necessity of making an extraordinary 
effort, not only subscribed their money, but gave 
up all their plate and jewels, for the good of 
their country. This timely supply enabled San 
Martin to re-equip the army with amazing cele- 
rity, and to bring it again into the field better 
appointed than before ; so that, on the 5th of 
April 1818, only seventeen days after his defeat, 
he engaged, and after an obstinate and sangui- 
nary ccmflict, completely routed the Spanish 
army on the plains of Maypo. 

From that day Chili may date her complete in- 
dependence ; for, although a small portion of the 
-Spanish troops endeavoured to make a stand at 
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Conception, they were soon driven out, and the 
country left in the free possession of the Patriots^ 
or, as their expressive language calls them, Hi- 
jos del Pays, The Sons of the Land. 

Having now time to breathe, the Chilian Go- 
vernment, aided by that of Buenos A3rres, deter- 
mined to attack the Royalists in their turn,. by 
sending an armament against Peru — a great and 
bold measure, originating with San Martin, who 
saw that the independence of neither of these 
countries coidd ever be secure, whilst a great 
Spanish force maintained itself in their neigh- 
bourhood, supported by the wealth and resources 
of Peru. 

Had this expedition sailed at once, there could 
have been little doubt of its immediate and con^ 
plete success ; for Peru, in fact, had been left 
nearly defenceless, by the efforts she had made 
to repress the revolutionary spirit of Chili; and, 
from this exhausted situation, she did not reco- 
ver for some time. Chili, however, and Buenos 
Ayres beii^ both, in a great degree, similarly 
circumstanced, were not, at first, equal to the 
great exertions necessary to send out an expedi- 
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tion ; — ^the difficulty of providing ships, arms, 
and other requisites, and the indolent habits ac- 
quired under their former rulers, prevented any 
real progress being made in the expedition, till 
about March 1820, two years after die battle 
of Maypo. They had, however, an animating 
cause before them ; they visere quickened by suc- 
cess, and strongly stimulated, both by the hopes 
of securing their independence, and by the dread 
of again sinking under the ancient yoke. 
' The Spanish naval force in the Pacific was at 
this time considerable; and although the Chi- 
lians had made great exertions to equip a squa- 
dron, and had distinguished themselves at sea 
on more than one occasion, they could not for 
a long time have gained such a command of the 
sea-coast, as was essential to the grand project 
above mentioned, had not Lord Cochrane, for- 
tunately for the independent cause, accepted an 
invitation from the Chilian Government, to take 
the command of their navy. 

The great influence which Lord Cochrane's 
renown, his matchless intrepidity, and his inex- 
haustible resources in war, have had on the fate 
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of those countries, r^der some account of his 
proceedings an important part of this sketch. 

His Lordship arrived in Chili in November 
1818» when he was immediately appointed Cpm^ 
mander-in-chie£ of the squadroQ. M^ny Ei^g? 
iish officers, and a great number of English aQ4 
American seamen, attracted by the celebrity of 
his name, and the romantic nature of the cau^^ 
eagerly flocked to his standard. By their unite4 
exertions the Chilian fleet was so greatly in- 
creased in numbers and efficiency, that, in Sep- 
tember 1819, a gallant attack was made qn the 
batteries and shipping at Callao, which, although 
not followed by any important success, gave 
practical confidence to the fleet, while it alarms 
ed the Spaniards, by displaying an extent of 
naval power of which they had previously no 
conc^ytion. His Lordship, afijer this attack, 
went to Guayaquil, where he surprised and cap- 
tured a number of valuable Spanish ships, laden 
with timber and naval stores. He then sailed 
from the coast of Peru, apparently with the in- 
tention of returning to Valparaiso : instead of 
which, he proceeded, with a celerity and deci- 
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sion perfectly incomprehensible to his dilatory 
enemies, to Talcnhuana, the port of Conception, 
a frontier town of ChilL Here General Freyre, 
commanding the district, reinforced his Lord- 
ship with a detachment of troops, and he sailed 
for Valdivia, an important and strongly forti- 
fied Spanish town in the sonth. On the 2d of 
t*ebruary 1820, Lord Cochrane succeeded, by a 
characteristic combination of cool judgment and 
impetuous gallantry, in possessing himself of all 
the enemy's batteries, one afler the other ; and, 
subsequently, of the town and province. As 
this is one of the most important achievements 
of the war, a translation of Lord Cochrane's 
own letter, detailing the event, will, I think, 
prove interesting. 

« Despatch from Lord Cochrane to the Minister 
of War and Marine of the Government of 

Chili, 

" On board the Mootezona, 
«< Valdif ia» 4th of Fcbruaiy 1830. 
<< Sir, — I had the honour to inform you from 
lYdcuhuana, that, taking advantage of the opporr 
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^tSmy which presented itself of communicating 
"^imxi Colonel Freyre on the means most effectual 
towards expelling the enemy from the south of 
Chili, and freeing the country from future in- 
cursionS) I availed myself of the assistance of 
that zealous and active officer ; who supplied me, 
on the 28th ttlt, with the troops and other as- 
sistance I required. The. O'Higgins, Intrepid 
brig, and Montezuma schooner, sailed with a 
fair wind, and on the 2d inst. arrived at the pre- 
concerted rendezvous, ten leagues to the south- 
ward of Valdivia. All the troops were then em- 
barked in the small vessels; and, leaving the 
O'Higgins outside, we stood in for the Aguada 
Ingles, where we anchored at a moderate dis- 
tance from the battery and fort of San Carlos. 
The troops were disembarked at sunset ; but this 
was not effected before the castle commenced a 
fire upon us ; and, in consequence of the heavy 
surf retarding the disembarkation, the enemy 
gained time to collect a considerable force be- 
hind the precipices which line the beach. 

*' Nevertheless, the marines of the CHiggins 
and Intrepid, with the military, having reach- 
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ed the sliof e^ put tbe enemy to flight ; and, p igfe; ,r. 
suing them to the forts of Aguada Ingles aScT ^ 
San Carlos, immediately took possession of the 
first. The second was taken by assault after 
dark, in spite of all the efforts the enemy made 
to defend it* The rapidity with which we took 
the forts and batteries of Avanzado, Barro, Ama^ 
gos, and Chorocomago, can only be compared 
with the valour and resolution of the ofiicers and 
men who entered the Castle of Corral along with 
the enemy, whom they were pursuing to this last 
point that remained to them. In this manner 
fell all the batteries and forts on the southern 
bank, whose artificial strength is nothing when 
oompared with their advantageous natural situa- 
tion. 

^ I inclose you the letters of Major Beauchefs, 
who commanded the brave detachment of 250 
men with which the patriot Colonel Freyre sup*- 
plied me, and of Major Millar, who commanded 
the marines. Of the gallant conduct of these 
two officers, and that of Captain Erezcous, who 
commanded the. detachment from the Intrepid, 
as of all the rest, I can say nothing in praise 



64r CHILI. . 

adequate to their merit, anid, conseqneBtly,'^ I 
shall recommend them^ in expressive silence, to 
the consideration of his Excellency the Supreme 
Director* 

<^ I had almost forgotten to mention^ that these 
forts and batteries mount seventy pieces of can^ 
non, and that we have taken in the port the ship 
Dolores^" 

(Signed) << Cochban^." 

While Lord Cochrane was thus haxassing the 
enemy at every point of the coast where they 
still maintained a footings and pursuing their 
ships whenever he could gain intelligence of 
them, the Government dF ChiU was not inactive. 
The resources of the country were industrious- 
ly called forth, troops Were embodied and dis^ 
dplined, and every preparation made for the 
great expedition against Peru. The eitcecutive 
Government also removed from the capital to 
Valparaiso, in order to co-operate more efiec- 
toally with the indefatigable San Martin in or- 
ganizing the army, and Lord Cochrane, as soon 
as the necessary arrangements were made for the 
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new ftdittinisferation o£ VaWivi^ r^urae^ tp Val- 
paj?aiUso» wheve he devoted himself with imre- 
npittiftg assiduity^ to. th^ equipmeat of lili^ f\^t 
destined %o^ a^ompiiny the expedition. Under 
his hand «U things, prospered : the confined na- 
vdk resouW5e« of the countTy ^rere turned tg^ the 
greajtest mcow^U with a di^x^rity ao^. pro£^$-. 
siond *JkiU ^hich nstc»ished every one ; w>r was 
his Lordship less successful i^ prgtdu^i^^i o^^ of 
the. hAec«^gruou« in^t^ri^ tinier his c^pupigid, 
a thorough unkm of hea](>ts and hands ip e:(ecvi-> 
tion of the great task he had undertake^. 

The expedition was foaUy reppi^d ^^ady for 
sailing on the 15th August 18sgQ; the troops 
which h$^ heen encainped in readiness in the 
neighbourhood, were inarched into Valparaiso 
oji the )9th, and immediately embarked from the 
arsenal under the superintendence of General 
Las Heras : when it was admitted, by men ^x* 
perienced in the embarkation of regular Euro* 
pean armies, that their appearance and disci- 
pline were worthy of any country. Their num« 
bers amounted to 44Q0 men, exclqsive of 500 
who subsequently joined the expedition as it 
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passed Coquimbo. Fifteen thousand stand of 
arms, with a proportionate quantity of ammuni- 
tion and clothing, were shipped for the purpose 
of organizing fresh corps of the Peruvians, who, 
it was expected, would flock to the Independent 
standard as soon as the expedition landed. Ge- 
neral San Martin was named Commander-in- 
chief, and Captain-general of the United Libe- 
rating Army of Peru. 

The fleet under Lord Cochrane consisted of 
the CyHiggins, of 50 guns, bearing his Lord- 
ship's flag at the main ; the San Martin, 60 ; the 
Lautaro, 40; Independencia,24; and three small- 
er vessels. The transports were twenty in num- 
ber, chiefly prizes captured from the Spaniards. 

The first bulletin of the Liberating Army 
opens with the following words, which state the 
object of the expedition briefly and with some 
spirit: — 

** Valparaiso, 13th of August 1820. 
" In the tenth year of the South American 
Revolution, and the three hundredth of the con- 
quest of Peru ; a people, whose rank in the social 
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tcale has been hitherto rated below its destiny^ 
hiis undertaken to break those chains which Pi- 
zarro began to forge, with his blood-stained 
hands, in 1520. 

<< The government established in Chili, since 
its restoration, having conceived this great de- 
sign, deems it right that it should be carried in- 
to execution by the same person *, who, having 
twice promised to save his country, has twice 
succeeded, 

<^ An expedition, equipped at the expense of 
great sacrifices, is, at length, ready to proceed, 
and the army of Chili, united to that of the An- 
des, is now called upon to redeem the land in 
which slavery has longest existed, and from 
whence the latest efforts have been made to op- 
press the whole Continent Happy be this day 
oh which the record- of the movements and the 
actions of the expedition commences. 

" The object of this enterprise is to decide, 
whether or not the time is arrived, when the in- 



* San Martini in 1817, at Chacabuco, and in 1818 at May- 
po, completely defeated the Spaniards. 
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fluence of South Attietics, upon the itest of the 
world shall be cofio^nsui^afte with its e^tefit^ its 
richeSj a»d its situation." 

As there ^ill be occasioi^ to make frequent tise 
of the teims Spariiard and tatriofy it may fto^ 
vent imsapprehension to state, that^ by the word 
Spaniard is exclusively meant a person bom in 
Old Spain ; and by Patriot one born in South 
America, and attached to the Independent cause. 
Persons hotn in the colofiies 6f Spanish parents 
are, ih Europe^ Usually teiined Cre^les^ but the 
use of this wotd is avoided, as s( little offensive 
to South American ears ; ptobably SrefAx its ha- 
ting bfeen the appellation gi^en theni duriig 
their dependent state. In speakiilg of theni- 
selves, they tise the wotd American^ or tatliot; 
but as the former might lead to confusion With 

• 

the inhabitants of thfe United States, it seems 
least dbjectiohabte to tise Pfetriot^ when speaking 
of persons boril iii the counti^y, though descend- 
ed from Spaniards. The term Patriot, indeed, 
in its strict sense, does not describe what, in 
speaking of the South American states, it is ap- 
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plied to ; but it has, of late years, been so uni- 
^cer^iidly adopted to designate all descriptions of 
Adherents to ,the >cause opposed to the Spanish 
•authority in South America, that I shall con- 
stantly use it in this sense, in preference to any 
more ^caot, but less generally received appella- 
*tion. The langui^^ it in^iy be mentioned, spor 
iken all over the country, is Spanish, more or less 
c<»:Fupted by local idiom and pronunciation. 

The expedition set sail for Peru qn the 20th 
-of August, and reached Pisco, a port about 100 
.miles 4SO)ith of Lima, on the 7th of September, 
-viihere, by the lltb, the whole army was disem- 
barked. The Spanish troops, stationed in that 
'neighbourhood, had previously fallen back up<m 
'L^na, where the 'Vic^oy resolved to, collect his 
whole force. At first, therefore, the Liberating 
Aimy encountered no resistance, and on the 
26th> AH armistice of eight days being agreed to, 
at the request of the Viceroy Don Joaquim Pe- 
^uela; the commissioners of both parties held a 
^conf<^rence at Miraflores, a village two or three 
leagues south of Lima. It was first proposed, 
onthepartof the Viceroy, " That the Govern- 
ment and people of Chili and the army should 
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swear to the constitution of the Spanish Mo^ 
narchy, and should send deputies to the Sove- 
reign Congress of Spain, for the purpose of a^ 
vailing themselves of the rights and privileges 
granted to the Colonies by the Cortes." 

This proposition the Chilian Deputies decU« 
ned to discuss ; saying, they were not authorised 
to negociate on such a basis, and that they could 
treat only on grounds not at variance with the 
principles, which the free Governments of South 
America had laid down as the rule of their con- 
duct The Royalist Deputies next proposed, 
<< That the Liberating Army should evacuate the 
territory of Peru, and return to Chili ; under the 
express engagement, that deputies should be sent 
with full powers to Spain, to request his Majes- 
ty to grant their wishes." This new proposal 
convinced the Chilians, that the Government of 
Lima had no serious intention of coming to 
terms ; but as the Deputies were instructed to 
leave nothing untried, and, if possible, to dis- 
cover the real extent of the obstacles to peace, 
they proposed, on the part of Chili, " That the 
Liberating Army should evacuate Pisco, and re- 
tire beyond the river Desaguadero, which lies in 
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lat 18^ south, and forms the bounding line of 
Chili and Peru; and that the Royal troops 
should retire behind the limits of the presidency 
of Chili, as defined in 1810; that the political 
state of Chili remaining unchanged, should send 
commissioners with full powers to Madrid, to 
treat with His Most Catholic Majesty; while 
hostilities should cease both by sea and land, 
until three months after the termination of the 
negotiations : and, finally, that the senior officer 
of His Britannic Majesty's ships, and the senior 
officer of the ships of the United States of North 
America, should guarantee the fulfilment of these 
stipulations." The Viceroy declined the essen- 
tial parts of this proposal, namely, the evacua- 
tion of the provinces of Potosi, Chuquizaca, Co- 
chabamba, and La Paz, as well as the guarantee 
of the naval Commanders-in-chief; so that, after 
along, but unimportant correspondence between 
the two parties, the armistice was broken up on 
the 4th of October, and on the 26th, the expe- 
dition proceeded to the northward. 

In the meantime, while the Liberating Army 
under San Martin were removing to Ancon, 
Lord Cochrane, with part of his squadron, an- 
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chored in the outer Roads of Callao, the sea-port 
df l^ima. The intier harbour ii^as guaorded by an 
•extensive system of batteries, stdmirably con- 
structed, and bearing the genercfl niaine of the 
<]>astle df Callao ; and the merchant ships, as 
well as the toen-of-trstr, consisting, at that time, 
of ^he^smeralda^ a large 40 gunfrigate, and two 
sloops dfSvar, were moored under the guns of the 
-castle within a semicircle of fourteen gun^boats, 
and a boom made of spars chained 'together. 
Xiord Cochrane having previously reconnoitred 
^these formidable defences in person, -undertook, 
on Hie night df the 5th of TSTovember, the de- 
sperate enterprise of cutting out fhe l^mnish 
frigate, although known to be fully prepar^d-ibr 
an attack. He proceeded in fourteen boats, con- 
taining 04.0 men, all volunteers 'from the diffe- 
rent ships of the squadron, in two divisions; 
one under the immediate orders of Captain Cros- 
bie, the other under Captain 'Guise; both com- 
manding ships of the squadron. 

At midnight, the boats having forced their 
way *across the boom. Lord ^Cochrane, who was 
leading, rowed alongside the first gun-boat, and, 
taking the officier by surprise, proposed to him. 
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with a pisrtol at his head, the alternative of << 
lence or death f'^—^no reply wasmade ; the boats 
pushed en unobsepved; and Lord CJochrane 
mounting the Skmeralda's «ide, gave the first 
alarm. The sentinel on the gangway iev^dled his 
"pieee -and fired ; but 'was instantly cut down by 
the coxswain, and his -LordiShipj'&oiigh wound- 
ed in the thigh, at the s^ame ^moment stepped 
on the deok. The firigate being boarded with 
no less gallantry, on the opposite side, by Cap- 
'tain Gruke, who met laord^Coohrane midway on 
the quarter-deck; and^ilsolqr Captain Crosbie; 
the after part of the ship was -soon carried, sword 
'ki hand. The Spaniards rallied on the forecas- 
tle, where they made ade&^mte resistance, till 
orerpowered l^a fresh-party df seamen and ma- 
rines, headed -by Xiord Ck>chrane. A gallant 
stand was again made for some time on the 
main-deck ; but before one o'clock the ship was 
captured, her cables cut, and she was steered 
triumphantly out of the harbour, under the fire 
of the whole of the north- face of the castle. The 
Hyperion, an English, and the Macedonian, an 
American frigate, which were at anchor close to 
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the scene of action, got under weigh when the 
attack commenced ; and, in order to prevent their 
being mistaken by the batteries for the Esmeral- 
da, showed distinguishing 'signals: but Lord 
Cochrane, who had foreseen and provided even 
for this minute circumstance, hoisted the same 
lights as the American and English frigates ; and 
thus rendered it impossible for the batteries to 
discriminate between the three ships ; and the 
Esmeralda, in consequence, was very little inju- 
red by the shot from the batteries. The Spa- 
niards had upwards of 120men killed and woimd- 
ed; the Chilians 11 killed, and 30 wounded. : 
«This loss was a death-blow to the Spanish na^ 
val force in that quarter of the world ; for, al- 
though there were still two Spanish frigates and 
some smaller vessels in the Pacific, they never 
afterwards ventured to show themselves, but left 
Lord Cochrane undisputed master of the coast. 
The skill and gallantry displayed by Lord 
Cochrane, both in planning and in conducting 
this astonishing enterprise, are so peculiarly his 
own, and so much in character with the great 
deeds of his early life, that a copy of his in- 
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structioDs for the action, and his subsequent 
despatch, will be read with much interest* 

Copy of Lord Cochrane's preparatory Memo* 
randum to the Chilian Squadron, dated 

<* On board the Chilian States' Ship O'Higgins^ 
** 1 8t of November 1820. 
. <^ The boats will proceed, towing the launches 
in two lines parallel to each other, which lines 
are to be at the distance of three boats' length 
asunder. 

<^ The second line will be under the charge 
of Captain Guise. Each boat will be under the 
charge of a volunteer commissioned officer, so 
far as circumstances permit, and the whole un- 
der the immediate command of the Admiral. ^ 

** The officers and men are all to be dressed 
in white jackets, frocks, or shirts, and are to be 
armed with pistols, sabres, knives, tomahawks, 
or pikes. 

<* Two boat-keepers are to be appointed to each 
boat, who, on no pretence whatever, shall quit 
their respective boats, but are to remain therein, 
and take care that the boats do not get adrift. 
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^< Each boat is to be provided with one o^ 
more«Ke6, or ^harp hatchets, wbioh are to be 
kept slung to the girdle of the boat-keepers, 
The tfrigate Esmerfilda being the -chief object of 
the iexpedition, 'the ^bole force is first to attack 
that «hip, which) when carried, is not to be cut 
adrift, but is to rjemain in possession of the Pa- 
rtriot seamen, to^ens^ure ihe captute of the rest. 

^< Qi >securing the ivigate, thecOhilian seamai 
and marines .are not .to .tiheer as if they were 
Chilenos, but, in order to deceive the .enemy, 
and>give Jtime for eQmpleting;thevWQsk, they are 
to oheec, ' VivaeMley P 

^^ lla^ twoibrigs of warfare :to be fired- on by 
the musketry firom the Esmeralda, and.are:to be 
taken.possession.ofby Lieutenants Esmond and 
Morgell,.in:the boats they. command; which be- 
ing done, they are itocut adrift, run out, and an- 
chor in the offing as quickly as possible. The 
boats of the Independencia are to busy themselves 
in turning adrift all the outward Spanish mer- 
chant^hips ; and the boats of the O'Higgins and 
'Lautaro, under>Lieutenants B^U and^Rdbertson, 
are to set £1*6 to one or more of the headmost 
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hulks ; but these are not to be cad adarift so as 

to fall down upon die rest. 

<« The watd^woi^d^ or parole and coanlersigiv 

should the white dress not be snfident distiao- 

iior^ m the dark, aore * 6k)rm P to be anawered 

by « Vifdtoria V 

(Signed) << Cocb&anb/' 

Whether Lord Cochrane really expected to 
extend his operations beyond the capture of the 
frigate, or whether he wished to inspire his peo- 
ple with confidence, by making the main object 
appear merely a part of the enterprise, is uncer- 
tain ; but, in either case, the effect could not fail 
to be valuable. 

The foregoing memorandum, being addressed 
principally to Englishmen and North Ameri- 
cans, was written in English. The following let- 
ter I have never seen, except in Spanish : 

Admiral Lord Cochrane*s Despatch to Oenerd 
San Martin, Commander-in-Chief of the Li- 
berating Army of Peru. 

<' On board the Chilian Slates* Ship 
«« O'Higgins before Callao, Nov. 14. 1820. 
" Most Excellent Sir, — The efforts of his 
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Excellency the Supreme Director, and the sacri- 
fices of the Patriots of the South, to acquire the 
dominion of the Pacific, have hitherto been frus- 
trated, chiefly by the enormous strength of the 
batteries of Callao, which (being superior to 
those of Algiers or Gibraltar) rendered every at- 
tack against the naval force of the enemy im- 
practicable, with any class or number of ships of 
war. Nevertheless, being desirous of advancing 
the cause of rational liberty, and political inde- 
pendence, which is the great object your Excel- 
lency has in view ; and to promote the happiness 
of mankind ; I was anxious to dispel the charm 
which heretofore had paralysed our naval efforts. 
With this intention, I carefully examined the 
batteries, the ships of war, and the gun-boats in 
this port ; and being satisfied that the frigate Es- 
meralda could be cut out by men resolved to do 
their duty, I immediately gave orders to the Cap- 
tains of the Independencia and Lautaro to pre- 
pare their boats ; and acquainted them, that the 
value of that frigate, together with the reward 
offered in Lima for the capture of any of the 
ships of Chili, would be the recompense of those 
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who should volunteer to take part ia this enter* 
prise. 

<< On the following day, a number of Yolun* 
teers, including Captains Forster, Guise, and 
Crosbie, with other officers, offered their ser- 
vices ; the whole amounting to a force sufficient 
for the execution of the project. Every thing 
being prepared, in the night of the 4th inst., the 
boats were exercised in the dark, and the night 
of the 5th was chosen for the attack *• 

<< Captain Crosbie had charge of the first di- 
vision, consisting of the boats of the O'Higgins, 
and Captain Guise of the second, which was 
formed of those of the other ships. At half-past 
ten, we rowed in two lines towards the enemy's 
anchorage, and at twelve forced the line of gun- 
boats guarding the entrance. The whole of our 
force boarded the Esmeralda at the same mo- 



• This night was not fixed on acddentallj, or, if so, Lord Coch* 
rane knew how to turn even such a trifle to account. He ad* 
dressed a few words to his people, before setting out in the boati^ 
and concluded by saying, he had purposely chosen the 5th of 
Korember— << and now, my lads, we shall give them such a 
Gunpowder Plot as they will not forget in a hurry !** 
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iR€]M!y and drove Ae enemy from the deck^ after 
an obstinate resistance, 

** All the officers employed on this service have 
conducted th^emselves in the most gallant «ian- 
tter» Tothenv and alsa to the" seamen and ma« 
rkiesy I ledi under extreme obligatiiMOis. for their 
activity and zeal in boarding the Esmeralda. 

<< I was sc»rry that the necessity of leavii^ at 
least one Captain in c^rge of the ships, prevent* 
ed my acceding to the wishes of the Captain of 
the Independenda, who accordingly remained 
with the squadron. I have also to lament the 
loss we have sustained. That of the Esmeralda 
cannot be exactly ascertained, on account of the 
wounded and others who leaped over board; but 
we know that, out of 330 individuals originaUy 
onboard, only ^04 have been found alive, in» 
eluding officers and woimded men. The Esme- 
ralda moimts 40 guns, and is not in a bad state, 
as was represented, but, on the contrary, very 
well found and perfectly equipped* She has on 
board three months' provisions, besides a supply 
of cordage and other articles for two years. A 
gun-boat of four guns, which lay directly in the 
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passage of our boats, was boarded and towed out 
on the foUowing morning. 

<^ I hope the capture of the flag-ship Esmeral- 
da, secured by booms, batteries, and gun-boats, 
in a situation always before deemed impregnable, 
and in sight of the capital, where the fact cannot 
be concealed, will produce a moral effect, greater 
than might be expected under other circumstan- 
ces. 

<^ I have great satisfaction in sending you the 
flag of Admiral Vacaro, that you may be pleased 
to present it to his Excellency the Supreme Di- 
rector of the Republic of Chili. 

(Signed) « Cochrane.'' 

While the spirits of the Chilians were raised 
to a high pitch by this splendid naval exploit, 
equal success crowned their exertions by land. 
Colonel Arenales, with a body of 1000 men, had 
been sent from Pisco, with orders to strike into 
the country across the Andes, and to proceed by 
a circuitous route round Lima, till he rejoined 
the army. This march was to be made through 
a country occupied by the Spaniards, and had 
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for iU principal obji^ct to discover the state of 
political feeling in the several districts surround- 
ing the capitaL The service was performed in a 
ipasterly manner by Ax^nales, vho accomplish^ 
ed the chj^ct of rousing the inhabitants of those 
districts to assert the cause of independence, and 
gained also high military renown for tJie Libe«- 
rating Army. On his march he was met by a 
strong division of the Royal troops, expressly 
9&it against him from Lima ; this he totally de- 
feated in a pitched battle, killing or taking pri- 
soners the General and the whole of the division. 
These various successes gave so much splendour 
and popularity to the Independent cause, that, 
on the 3d of December, a whole regiment of the 
lioyi^ist force left the Spanish camp^ marched 
qver wiih th^ir colonel at their bead, and actual- 
ly volunteered to serve under the standard of the 
Liberating Army* 

After a short stay at Ancon, San Martin, in 
the end of 1^0, proceeded with the army to 
Huara, a strong position near die port of Hua^* 
(d«), lying seventy^five miles to the northward of 
Lima c herd the expedition remained for upwards 
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of six months, without performing any other 
brilliant service. San Martin, indeed, having 
shown sufficiently what his army and fleet were 
capable of, chose to rely less on military achieve- 
ments, than on the effect of disseminating the 
principles of freedom throughout the coimtry. 
By means of political publications, aided by the 
exertions of numerous able and active agents, he 
carried his intrigues not only into the provinces, 
but into the very heart of the capital ; and in 
process of time acquired sufficient influence in 
the surrounding districts, to cut ofi^ the principd 
supply of provisions to the capital by land. The 
port of Callao, being at t)i6 same tim^ closely 
blockaded by Lord Cochrane, the inhabitants of 
Lifn^ were reduced to the greatest extremity, 
while every other part of the cpimtly was enjoy- 
ii^g freedom and plenty* 
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CHAPTER III. 
PERU. 

FIBST VISIT TO UUA, WHILE PERU WAS STflXIN POSSESSION 

OF THE SPANIARDS. 

On the 5th of February 1821, after a passage 
of nine days from Valparaiso, we anchored in 
the Roads of Callao, the port of Lima, from 
which it is distant about six miles. 

At the time of our arrival, the state of Peru, 
both domestic and political, was highly interest- 
mg, though differing in ahnost every particular 
from that of Chili. 

There is no circumstance which distinguishes 
travels by land, from voyages by sea, more than 
the different manner in which new countries are 
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brought under notice* On land the traveller is 
so gradually introduced to new scenes, as scarce- 
ly to be aware that he has passed a frontier, for 
the manners of the adjacent countries often blend 
themselves insensibly into one another. When 
countries, on the other hand, are approached by 
sea, the case is different ; for we are abruptly in* 
troduced, while the impressions of the country 
we have come from are fresh in our recollection, 
to a totally new set of ol^ects, which we are thus 
enabled to compare with those we have left. 
Even when the two coiintries are in a great mea- 
sure similarly circumstanced^ as in the case of 
the different South American states^ there will 
always be found a sufficient number of distinc- 
tions, arising out of climate and other local 
causes, to diversify the picture. 

In Chili, as we have just seen, national inde- 
pendence had been for several years established, 
and a free and extensive commerce had, as a na- 
tural consequence, speedily sprung up ; know- 
ledge was gradually making its way; the moral 
and political bonds in which the minds of the 
people had been so long constrained were broken 
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Asunder ; and the dotiii^qu^tices bf ^^h freiedom 
wfeliB tapidly develbj)ing ttemsfelves ih d thbu^ 
sand shapes. In Peru, on the coAttMj, Ihfe \V^ord 
tiidep^tidetice wafe hOW heard fot thfe first tbne; 
but as yet btity itt ^hispei-s, Utideir thfe prbteclibh 
of Sail Martm*s ctoiioti. In Liiha, %here ^nch 
free sehtitnents werte still deemed trfeclsciiikbl^ 
prejttdiee arid i^rrbr had established th^ir hedd- 
quartfers ; and the obstinate bigotry with which 
old customs and opinions were adhered to, %as 
rather istrerigthfeed than duriinished by thfe iap- 
prehension of a total subviersion of the whdle sys- 
tem. The contrast betweieh the two countries, 
Chili and Peru, as it met our eyes, was tnost 
striking ; and if due justice could be done id the 
description of each, a pleasing inference would 
be drawn by every Englishman in iavoiir of the 
popular side of the question. 

The contrast between a country in a state 6f 
war, and one in a state of peace, was, perhaps, 
never more strikingly displiayed than upon this 
occasion : but, besides the interest arising out of 
such contrast, as applicable to the states of peacfe 
and war ; the view was curious and instructive, 
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as displaying the rapid effiict pifodtioed by a 
change in the govetmnent of one of the two 
countries* As k»ig as both were similarly ad- 
ministered, Peru had ati infinite adyanti^ oyisr 
Chili in wealth and importance; but as soon as 
Chili became independent, she at once assumed 
this Buperiori^. 

We left ValparaJto harbour filled with sbif^-' 
ping ; it6 custom-house whar& piled high with 
gdodls, too numerous and bulky fi)t the old watv- 
hdujses ) the road between the port and the capih 
tal, was always crowded with contoys of mule% 
loaded with erery kind of foreq^ munufadure ; 
while numerous ships were busy taking in ailr«- 
goes of the wifaes, corn^ and other articles, tiife 
growth of the country ; and large sums of treat- 
sure were daily embarked for Europe, in return 
for goods already <Ustributed over the interior. 
A spirit of intelligence and inquiry animated the 
whole society ; schods were multiplied in eVet'y 
town; libraries established^ and every encoo-'^ 
r&gement given to literature and the arts t and as 
travelling was free, passports were unnecessary^ 
In the manners, and even in the step of atcry 
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man, might be traced the air of conscious free- 
dom and independence. In dress also a total 
change had very recently taken place, and from 
the same causes. The former uncouth, and al- 
most savage costume of the ladies, and the sloven- 
y\y cloaks invariably worn by the men, had given 
way to the fiushicms of Europe i and, although 
these may be deemed circumstances almost too 
minute to mention, they are not unimportant 
when connected with feelings of national pride, 
heretofore unknown. It is by these, and a mul- 
titude of other small changes, that the people are 
constantly reminded of their past compared with 
their present situation ; and it is of essential use 
to their cause, that they should take delight in 
assimilating themselves, even in trifles, with other 
independent nations of the world. 

No such changes,, and no such sentiments^ 
were to be found as yet in Peru. In the harbour 
of Callao, the shippmg were crowded into a cor- 
ner, encircled by gun-boats, close under the fort, 
and with a strong boom drawn round them. The 
custom-house was empty, and the door locked ; 
no bales of goods rose in pyramids on the quays ; 
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no loaded mules covered the road from Callao 
to Lima ; nor during the whole ascent was an in- 
diyidual to be seen, except, perhaps, a solitary 
express galloping towards the fortress. In Lima 
itself the difference was as striking : jealousy and 
distrust of one another, and still more of stran* 
gers, filled every breast; disappointment and fear» 
aggravated by personal inconvenience and priva- 
tion^ broke up all agreeable society ; rendering 
this once great, luxurious, and happy city, one 
of the most wretched places oh earth. 

Lima was not, however, on this account, the 
less interesting to a stranger : and although we 
often regretted not having seen it in its days of 
§^ory, we could not but esteem ourselves fortu* 
nate, in having an opportunity of witnessing the 
eifect of a combination of circumstances, not like- 
ly to be met with again. The hnmediate cause 
of this unhappy state of things, was the spirit of 
independence which had recently burst forth in 
South America ; and it may be remarked, that 
none of those free states have achieved their li- 
berty without first running a similar course of 
suffering ; a sort of ordeal to purify them from 
the contamination of their former degradation. 
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lAshtL had, up to this period, been eienipteiC 
from the sufferings of the countries by which she 
WHS surrounded. It is true there had been warsy 
of a revolutionary ^character, in the interior of 
Pern; but their desolating effect had not till 
now re&ched th^ capital, the inhabitants of which 
went on in th^ir usual style of splendid luxury^ 
in thoughtless ea^e and security, till the enemy 
came and knocked at the *^ silver^ gates of the 
city of the kings," as X^ima was proudly called kg 
the days of her magnificence. San Martin's ex^ 
jpedition took the Li^enians^quite by surprise ; 
fdt they had always held Chili in contempt, as a 
mere appendage to Peruj from which no attack 
could be apprehended. The attack^ however^ 
was made, by land and by sea ; and, while Sea 
Miartin was making head steadily with his troops^ 
drawing nearer and nearer to the capital^ cutting 
<«ff its supplies, and gaining over to his cause aU 
the districts through which he passed ; Lord 
Cochrane ftwept the sea of Spanish ships ; block<^ 
aded the Pfetuvian potts ; and carried off their 
finest frigate, from under theguns of their strcmg- 
est fott. 

Thie violent irritation produced in Lima by 
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tbeise operations of die efiemy was quite natural ; 
for the fortunes of the inhabitants, who had been 
accustomed for ages to revel in luxury and 
wealth, were now reduced to the lowest ^ebb ; 
And the Spaniards, proud by birth and educa- 
tion, w^re cut to the soul by such humiliating 
Reverses, of which these linaccustomed priratioi^ 
made them only the more sensible. As they 
were aware, that Lord Cochrane and the greater 
part of his oflSc^rs and crew wei^ English, it was 
tb be exjiected they would be jealous and dis- 
trustfiil of all Englishmen^ however unconnected 
with the Chilians, or however circumspect in 
their conduct. A person professing neutrality is 
placed in an awkward situation, between two 
contending parties : his indifference is ascribed 
to ill-will — ^the slightest expression which es- 
capes him in favour of the other party is resent- 
ed as hostility — and any agreement, on a single 
point, is instantly seized upon as an indubitable 
proof of his friendly disposition. 

To a mere traveller, this state of things might 
have been amusing enough ; but to us, who had 
a particular line of conduct to pursue, and la 
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number of objects to attend to, it was frequentljr 
the source of considerable embarrassment. We 
were obliged, occasionally, to communicate with 
both parties, on business relative to commerce, 
and other matters affecting the British interests; 
and as the nature of the subject often required 
personal intercourse, we were inevitably led, at 
times, to a greater degree of apparent familiarity 
with one party, than the other coi|ld allow to be 
consistent with our professed neutrality. Each, 
however, in turn, invariably forgot this reflection, 
when the intercourse happened to lie with them- 
selves ; so that, to maintain our neutral character 
on these occasions, and not, at the same time, to 
give offence, required some address. With the 
Chilians, who were advancing, it was not so dif- 
ficult as with the Spaniards^ who stood in need 
of countenance : the Chilians also had good rea- 
son to believe that we wij^hed them success on 
account of our trade ; and of the sentiments ex- 
pressed on the question in England. But with 
the Spaniards, who were sinking in the world, it 
was otherwise i nothing would satisfy them but 
a declaration of cordial adherence to their cause> 
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and hatred to Uiat of the Insurgents, as they call- 
^ the i'atriots in the bitterness of their hearts* 
At the same time they always affected to despise 
their enemies, and to be perfectly indifferent to 
our opmion ; yet, with the perversest spirit of in- 
consistency, occupied themselves in watching us, 
and misinterpreting all our actions and expres- 
sions to such a degree, that nothing was too ex- 
travagant to be told and believed in Lima re- 
specting our breaches of neutrality. In was in 
vain, by a fi:ank and open behaviour, to hope to 
escape suspicion ; for it had become a sort of dis- 
ease amongst the Spaniards to suspect the Eng- 
lish; and its symptomswere aggravated everymo- 
ment by the increasing distresses to which they 
were exposed. It will be easUy conceived, that, 
under such circumstances, we had not much en- 
joyment in visiting Lima, and that, situated as I 
was, especially, with many anxious duties to at* 
tend to, I could find little leisure to remark or 
to record peculiarities of society and manners. 

Even vrhen we did go into company, no great 
pleasure was to be derived from it ; as the peo* 
pie had no leisure nor spirits to discuss any o- 
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^ther topic than their own apprehensions and su& 
ferings. The undisturbed quiet which they had 
so long enjoyed, made them only more sensible 
to the present evil ; and all was doubt and de- 
spair. In former tim^s, said the Limenians, oup 
city was that in which pleasure held her court | 
wealth and ease were our attendants ; enjoyment 
was our only business ; and we dreamt of no evil 
but an earthquake. They had yet to learn that 
there are moral and political, as well as physical 
earthquakes, which, though they leave churches 
and dwellings und^stroyed, may lay the whole 
fabric of society in ruins» 

- The Royalist army, in common witli the people, 
referred, as usual, every evil to the mismanage^ 
ment of the executive government; and hiring 
decided, in their summary way, that the Vicen^y 
was unfit to reign, forthwith deposed him at die 
point of the bayonet ; and raised one c^ their 
own Generals in his place. This strong me&T 
sure had been carried into effect a few days be-^ 
fore we arrived, and we found the city in consi- 
derable bustle, preparatory to the festivili&s 
usual on the installation of a new Viceroy. The 
soldiers, of course, were confident the change 
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would immediately turn the fortunes of tlie 
dayi and, even in the city, a faint hope for a mo- 
qient animated the inhabitants : but most reBec^ 
ing persons saw clearly, that these violent piro* 
ceedings only betrfiyed to the enemy their own 
want of union and discipline* 

As we were not, and, indeed, could not ba 
competent judges of these proceedings; and were 
not accredited to any particular government or 
authority, we were always left free to take things 
as we ^und them, and to communicate with the 
person at the head of the government, for the 
iime being, whoever he might be, and without 
inquiring bow he got there. It thus became my 
duty to pay my respects to the new Viceroy, 
General La Sema ; as it wQuld have been to 
h&ve waited on his predecessor. General Pe- 
zuda, had I arrived a few days sooner. 

The palace had ^ good deal the air of a na- 
tive court in India ; exhibiting the same inter-* 
mixture of meanness and magnificence in style, 
which, while it displays the wealth and labour it 
has cost, betrays, at the same time, the want of 
taste and judgment in the design. There wbs 
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no keeping amongst the parts ; so that the shab-* 
by and the gorgeous were blended, and one was 
never sure that any thing pleasing, would not be 
found contiguous to something offensive. The 
entrance was by a dirty court, like that of a star- 
ble-yard, leading to a staircase, on the steps of 
which the soldiers of the guard, in ragged shab* 
by uniforms, were lounging about, smcdcing their 
segars at their ease, and making way for no one;: 
A long and narrow set of winding passages, 
brought us to a suite of waiting rooms, filled 
with many weary supplicants, amongst whom 
the etiquette of precedence was not forgotten^ 
the poorest and most hopeless being left in the 
outer apartments.. In the room adjoining the 
audience chamber, we siaw only the priesthood 
and military ; for, in these turbulent seasons, 
the value of a sword is estimated, at least, at its 
due weight. Our interview, being merely cere- 
monial, was short, and led to nothing worth re* 
lating* 

In the evening I was introduced to several 
families, all of which were more or Jess cast 
down by the circumstances of the day ; and their 
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good breeding was hardly sufficient to conceal 
their suspicions of our neutrality* 
f Next morning we called upon the deposed 
Viceroy, rather as a civility than a duty, for his 
authority was utterly destroyed, and he had re- 
tired to his country-seat, called La Magdalene, 
not far from Lima. He was more dejected than 
we thought a haughty grandee ought to have 
been ; but he explained this to us, by saying, that 
he felt deeply for this lost country, which could 
never prosper under such rebellious guidance. 
Instead, however, of his being afflicted at the 
change, it is probable be secretly rejoiced at his 
dismissal from the command. He had done his 
duty as long as he could, by making a respectable 
stand against the enemy ; and it was clear, that 
he must, ere long, have yielded up the capital, 
not so much to the superior force of San Mar- 
tin's army, as to the overwhelming influence of 
public sentiment, the tide of which had decided- 
ly turned, and was, at this time, flowing directly 
against the Spanish authority. 

During the first few days, our thoughts were 
so much taken up with official duties, that little 
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time was left for observing either the town or the 
society. We became every day more and more 
sensible of our precarious footing, and the neces- 
sity of observing the greatest circumspection in 
our intercourse with these strangely jealous peo- 
ple. Living entirely on board ship, would at 
once have confirmed all their suspicions of our 
favouring the enemy, whose squadron was an- 
chored in the outer Roads ; while residing alto- 
gether at Lima might have been attributed to 
our wish to spy into the nakedness of the land. 
The course we did follow, of being at Lima, or 
at Callao, or on board, as circumstances requi- 
red, though it did not exempt us from suspicion, 
was the best we could adopt; and we hoped, by 
caution and forbearance, to avoid giving cause 
of offence ; but in thi^ we found ourselves much 
mistaken. 

Being desirous of ascertaining, by every means, 
the real state of popular feeling, which generally 
developes itself at public meetings, I went to one 
of the bull-fights, given in honour of the new 
Viceroy's installation. It took place in an im- 
mense wooden amphitheatre, capable of holding, 
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it was said, twenty thousand people. As we had 
been disappointed at Valparaiso by a sham bull- 
fight, we hoped here to witness an exhibition wor- 
thy of the mother country. But the resemblance 
was not less faulty, though in the opposite ex- 
treme ; for the bulls were here put to death with 
so many unusual circumstances of cruelty, as not 
only to make it unlike the proper bull-fights, but 
to take away all pleasure in the spectacle from 
persons not habituated to the sight. These exhi- 
bitions have been described by^so many travellers, 
that it is needless here to do more than advert to 
some circumstances peculiar to those of Lima. 

After the bull had been repeatedly speared, 
and tormented by darts and fire-works, and wa9 
all streaming with blood, the matador, on a sig- 
nal from the Viceroy, proceeded to despatch him. 
Not being, however, sufficiently expert, he mere- 
ly sheathed his sword in the animal's neck with- 
out effect. The bull instantly took his revenge, 
by tossing the matadpr to a great height in the 
air, and he fell apparently dead in the surena. 
The audience applauded the bull, while the atten- 
dants carried off the matador. The bull next at- 
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tacked a horseman, dismounted him, ripped up 
the horse's belly, and bore him to the ground j 
where he was not suffered to die in peace, but 
was raised on his legs, and urged, by whipping 
and goading, to move round the ring in a state 
too horrible to be described, but which afforded 
the spectators the greatest delight. The noble 
bull had thus succeeded in baffling his tormen- 
tors as long as fair means were used, when a cruel 
device was thought of to subdue him. A large 
curved instrument called a Luna was thrown at 
him, in such a way as to divide the hamstrings 
of the hind legs : such, however^ were his 
strength and spirit, that he did not fall, but ac- 
tually travelled along at a tolerable pace on his 
stumps, — ^a most horrible sight ! This was not 
all ; for a man armed with a dagger now mount- 
ed the bull's back, and rode about for some mi- 
nutes to the infinite delight of the spectators ; 
who were thrown into ecstasies, and laughed and 
clapped their hands at every stab given to the 
tniserable animal, not to kill him, but to stimu- 
late him to accelerate his pace ; at length, the 
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poor beast, exhausted by loss of blood, fell down 
and died. 

The greater number of the company, although 
females, seemed enchanted with the brutal scene 
passing under their eyes, and I looked round, 
in vain, for a single face that looked grave: 
every individual seeming quite delighted ; and it 
was melancholy to observe a great proportion of 
children amongst the spectators; from one of 
whom, a little girl, only eight years old, I learn- 
ed that she had already seen three bull-fights ; 
the details of which she gave with great anima- 
tion and pleasure^ dwelling especially on those 
horrid circumstances I have described. It would 
shock and disgust to no purpose to give a minute 
account of other instances of wanton cruelty, 
which, however, appeared to be the principal re- 
commendation of these exhibitions. But it was 
impossible to help feeling, in spite of our much- 
talked-of neutrality, that any change which 
would put a stop to such proceedings was great- 
ly to be wished. In every instance in South A- 
merica, where the cause of independence has 
succeeded, two measures have been invariably 
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adopted : one the abolition of the slave-trade, 
and as far as possible of slavery ; the other, the 
relinquishment of bull-fights. With respect to 
the slave questicm, most people think alike ; but 
many hesitate as to the propriety of doing away 
the bull-fights, especially they who have wit- 
nessed them in Spain only, or who have never 
witnessed them at all ; but it is rare to hear any 
one condemn their abolition afler he has once 
been present at those of Lima. 

\ heard a Chilian gentleman offer a curious 
theory on this subject. He declared, that the 
Spaniards had systematically sought, by these 
cruel shows, and other similar means, to degrade 
the taste of the Colonies, and thereby more easily 
to tyrannize over the inhabitants. The people, 
he said, first rendered utterly insensible to the 
feelings of others, by a constant familiarity with 
cruelty and injustice, soon became indifferent to 
the Wrongs of their country, and lost, in the end, 
all motive to generous exertion in themselves. 

An excellent old Spanish gentleman, of whom 
I shall have occasion to speak hereafter, stated, 
that these bull-fights were totally different from 
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that exhibited in Spain : those of Lima he could 
not bear to look at ; nor had he ever met an 
Englishman who could be prevailed upon to vi- 
sit the amphitheatre a second time* He ridi- 
culed the theory of the Chilian above mention- 
ed ; though he acknowledged, with shame, that 
these scenes, horrible as they were, had always 
been encouraged by the Viceroys, and other 
Spanish rulers of the country. 

In the evening I went in company with a 
young Spaniard to be introduced to a fine old* 
nobleman, the Marquis of Montemir^, uncle of 
the Duke of San Carlos, who was in England for 
some time as minister from the Court of Madrid* 
He was eighty years of age, and appeared much 
broken down by the climate ; but still possess- 
ing, in a remarkable degree, the cheerfulness of 
youth : indeed, his thoughts and the turn of his 
expressions were so juvenile, that he wanted no- 
thing but bodily strength to take an active part 
in the bustling scenes of the day. 

At the Marquis's we met a heavy-looking el- 
derly priest, who put a thousand idle questions 
to us respecting the news from Europe. In the 
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course of this conversation, my malicious com- 
panion^ in order to plague his reverend friend, 
whispered to me to say the Inquisition had been 
reestablished in Spain. Accordingly, upon the 
first opportunity, I said something bearing this 
interpretation* The effect was amusing enough, 
for the old father, who, it seems, had been the 
chief inquisitor, clapped his hands, and, with a 
sparkling eye, shouted, ^^ Bravo ! I thought it 
must be so !" but perceiving his young friend 
smiling, he first looked angry, and then laugh- 
ed, calling him a sad *^ plcaro." — " Neverthe- 
less," added he, in a lower tone, with his fist 
clendied, and his teeth closed, ^^ though it be not 
yet. re-established, it soon will." 

Every diing connected with the recently abo- 
lished Inquisition was viewed at Lima with a de- 
gree of scorn and hatred, very remarkable in a 
city so crowded with clerical establishments ; and 
where the observances of the church form so 
great a part of the business of the people. But 
whatever be the cause of this unmeasured detes- 
tation, nothing can be more determined than it 
is; and our portly friend, the ex-inquisitor, 
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must, I fear, be content to follow the stream, 
and give up his chance of again tormenting his 
countrymen. 

A story was told of this priest, however, which 
shows he was not quite hardened by the duties 
of bis former office, but that he mingled his na- 
tural feelings with those proper to his calling in 
a manner rather amiable for an inquisitor* Hap- 
pening one day to visit a house where foui' or 
five Englishmen were dining, he joined in con- 
versation with them ; and was so much pleased 
with his company, that he turned round to a 
friend, and exclaimed, ^^ Oh ! what a pity it is 
that such fine rosy-looking, good young men, 
should all necessarily and inevitably go to the 
Devil !" (a les infiernos.) 

The domestic manners of the society here dif- 
fer fi-om those of Chili, almost as much as the 
dresses. Instead of meeting at balls, concerts, 
and tertulias or parties, the women associate very 
little with one another ; there are few dances, 
very little music, and, except at the bull-fights 
or the play, and sometimes in the country, the 
ladies seldom assemble together. But they are 
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all extremely regular in their attendance upon 
mass; indeed^ the women in these countries 
fi>rm the congregations almost exclusively. At 
the houses where we called in the morning, we 
usually found the ladies dressed very gaily to re- 
ceive visitors ; that is, male visitors, for we sel- 
dom observed any but the ladies of the house on 
these occasions. In the evening, the same thing 
takes place, generally; and our chance of meet- 
ing the gentlemen of the family, had we wished 
it, was always least at their own home. 

In the cool part of the day, for about an hour 
and a half before sunset, the ladies walk abroad, 
dressed in a manner probably unique, and cer- 
tainly highly characteristic of the spot. This 
dress consists of two parts, one called the Saya, 
the other the Manto. The first is a petticoat, 
made to fit so tightly, that, being at the same 
time quite elastic, the form of the limbs is ren- 
dered distinctly visible. The Manto, or cloak, 
is also a petticoat, but, instead of hanging about 
the heels, as all honest petticoats ought to do. 
It is drawn over the head, breast, and face ; and 
is kept so close by the hands, which it also con- 
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(^s, that no part of t^e body, except one eye, 
and sometimes only a small portion of one eye, 
is perceptible. A rich coloured handkerchief or 
a sUk band and tassel, are frequently tied round 
the waist, and hang nearly to the ground in fr<Hit. 
A rosary, also, made of beads of ebony, with a 
small gold cross, is often fastened to the girdle, 
a little on one side; though in general it is sus- 
pended from the neck. 

The eflfect of the whole is exceedingly striking; 
but whether its gracefulness — ^for, with the fine 
figure of the Lima women, and their very beau- 
tiful style of walking, this dress is eminently 
graceful — ^be sufiicient to compensate for its un- 
deniable indelicacy to an European eye, will de- 
pend much upon the stranger's taste, and his ha- 
bits of judging of what he sees in foreign coun- 
tries. Some travellers insist upon forcing every 
thing into comparison with what they have left 
at home, and condemn or approve, according as 
this unreasonable standard is receded from or 
adhered to. To us, who took all things as we 
found them, the Saya and Manto, as the dress is 
called, afforded much amusement, and, some- 



108 PERU. 

times, not a little vexation. It happened, occa- 
sionally, that we were spoken to in the streets by 
ladies, who appeared to know us well, but whom 
we could not discover, till some apparently tri- 
vial remark in company, long afterwards, betray- 
ed the Tapadas, as they call themselves. Ladies 
of the first rank indulge in this amusement, and 
will wear the meanest Saya, or stoop to any con- 
trivance, to effect a thorough disguise. I my- 
self knew two young ladies, who completely de- 
ceived their brother and me, although we were 
aware of their fondness for such pranks, and I 
had even some suspicions of them at the very 
time. Their superior dexterity, however, was 
more than a match for his discernment, or my 
suspicions ; and so completely did they deceive 
our eyes, and mislead our thoughts, that we could 
scarcely believe our senses, when they, at lengthy 
chose to discover themselves* 

Lima has been described as the " Heaven of 
^vomen, the purgatory of men, and the hell of 
jackasses," and so, perhaps, it may be in times 
o( peace ; but the war had now broken down 
such distinctions, and all parties looked equally 
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miserable ; *or, if there were any advantage, it lay 
with the donkeys, who, from the absence of all 
business, were, for the first time in their lives, 
exempted from labour. The men were mise- 
rable from unwonted privation, apprehended 
loss of fortune, and wounded national pride. But 
the ladies, however annoyed by these circum- 
stances, in conunon with the rest of the world, 
still maintained their prerogative of having their 
own way ; a right which, when acting in co-ope- 
ration with the impenetrable disguise of the Saya 
and Manto, gave to manners a tone and charac- 
ter that may be imagined, but cannot well be de« 
scribed. Neither would it be fair for a passing 
and busy visitor, like myself, with his thoughts 
and attention occupied by other objects, to give 
general opinions upon the habits of a great city. 
But even had our opportunities and leisure been 
greater, the moment was singularly unpropiti- 
ous, since scarcely any circumstance in society 
occupied its wonted place. Even in families, the 
eiFect of the times was deeply felt : a particular 
view of politics, was adopted by one member, the 
opposite by another ; some acted from principle. 
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cerity and confidence were banished, j\ist at th^ 
moment when the pressure of the war was most 
urgent, and when a cordial union was the only 
safeguard against the ruin and misery of the 
whole house* 

Had my attention been less occupied in pre* 
serving a prudent and circumspect line of con- 
duct, I might, undoubtedly, have noticed m«ny 
incidents, which, in description, would h<kve 
served to characterize Xhe singular state of Li^ 
ma at the moment: but this being impossibly I 
could only hope to catch occasionally some mi- 
nute, though sufficiently portentous, symptoms 
of the times. 

We of course paid our respects to the vener- 
able Archbishop of Peru, who professed himself 
much attached to the English, and entertained 
^s with a discourse on the advantages of free 
commerce, and the just exercise of other ^vit 
rights. This surely was ominous. From the 
Archbishop's palace, we crossed the square to 
an old lady's house, whom we fomid with her 
daughter and in deep grief. The cause we did 
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not inquire ; having for some days known, al- 
though it had been concealed from her, that her 
son, who had betrayed his allegiance to his King, 
and gone over to the Patriots, had been taken 
prisoner, and shot as a traitor. Thb also be- 
longed to the times. 

On the same day a lady applied to me for a 
passage to Chili, where her husband then was, 
a prisoner of war : she had succeeded, she said, 
after much trouble, in obtaining permission firom 
the government to leave Lima; for such were 
the suspicions of every one, that even a wife's 
motives for joining her husband in prison "were 
looked upon with distrust, and made matter of 
long debate in coundl. So little accustomed of 
late was the poor woman to being treated with 
any confidence or consideration, that when I 
firankly promised her a passage, she could iscai^ 
ly believe it posuble, and burst into tears. 

Very different tears, I suspect, were shed bj 
another lady whom we called upon immediately 
afterwards. News had just arrived of her hus- 
band, the Marquis of Torre Tagle, (afterwards a 
leading public character,) having gone over from 
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the Royalist cause to that of the Patriots, while 
she, good lady, remained in the power of the 
Royalists. Both she and her husband being na- 
tives of Lima, and persons of wealth and high 
rank, their politics had long been suspected to 
have a tendency to the Independent cause, which 
offered to persons so situated a great increase 
of fortune and consequence ; and many pec^le 
deemed the iair lady^s sorrow was not so deep* 
seated as her tears implied. But hypocrisy was 
the ruling sin of the hour* 

I dined one day with a party of gentlemen at a 
pleasant country house in Miraflores, a fashion- 
able bathing place, six miles south of Lima. Vil- 
las and ornamented cottages were thickly scat- 
tered around us, but, instead of being filled with 
company as in times of peace, no one was now 
to be seen, although this was the hdght of the 
season : the sea broke idly on the beach without 
a single bather ; and not a guitar, nor a song, - 
nor the merry sound of a dance, was heard in 
any df the bowers or shady verandahs; no 
groupes were seated on the neat stone benches, 
tastefully fitted up round the houses ; and the 
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fine gravel walks in the numerous gardens round 
the villas were quite deserted^ and all running 
into weeds. The gay multitude, who formerly 
gave animation to this spot, were aU drawn into 
the capital ; the only place where they could feel 
secure ; and where they derived, or sought to 
derive, consolation from companionship; and 
soon forgot, in the pressure of want, and the ap* 
prehension of violence, all those enjoyments once 
deemed necessaries of life. 

From the highest to the lowest person in so- 
ciety, every one felt the increasing evils that 
crowded round the sinking state. Actual want 
had already begun to pinch the poor ; the loss 
of almost every comfort affected the next in rank; 
and luxuries of all kinds were discarded from the 
tables of the highest class. Military contribu- 
ti(His were heavily exacted from the monied men; 
the merchants lost their commerce ; the shop- 
keepers their wonted supplies. Even the Vice- 
roy himself held his power by no enviable te- 
nure ; being surrounded by a suspicious and tur- 
bulent population, and by an army, to whose 
criminal insubordination al<me he owed his au- 
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thority. To wind up the eviis of Lima, it was 
invaded by a cautious and skilful general on 
land, and blockaded by an enterprising conir 
mander at sea. 

To add to the unhappiness of this ilL-fated 
city, many of those men from whose steady and 
sincere support much might have been expected, 
were wasting their time in useless reproaches 
and recriminations. Two years antecedent to 
this period, when an attack from Chili was first 
seriously apprehended, it had been suggested by 
some clear-sighted indiyiduab, that the trade of 
lima should be thrown open ; whereby the treai- 
sury, filled by the increased receipts of the cus- 
toms, would be able to meet the expenses of a 
defensive war. As these very persons were a- 
mongst the number who derived the greatest be- 
nefit from the existmg monopoly, it was much 
to the credit of their sagacity, that they foresaw 
more ample personal profits from a fair compe- 
tition, than from their portion of monopoly. Sim- 
ple and effectual as the above proposal seemed, 
as far as the immediate security of the state was 
concerned, the local authorities hesitated to a- 
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dopt it without licence from Spain : every one 
acquainted with the subject foresaw the issue of 
an appeal to that quarter, on a question of free 
colonial trade. The Chilian squadron, in the 
meantime closed the discussion by enforcing the 
celelurated Spanish code, the Laws of the Indies, 
as to the Lima trade : the port was blockaded, 
and the treasury remained empty. The conse- 
quent bitter reproaches and taunts, now it was 
too late, took a still more virulent character from 
the state of ai&irs, so that these and similar to- 
pics were discussed in a temper little suited to 
lead to useful conclusions, even in theory ; still 
less to that practical cordiality so essential to the 
welfare of the state, at such a moment. 

These ruinous dissensions were still further 
fomented by the new spirit of independence, 
which, early in the campaign, pervaded the 
country, but had not heretofore attained the 
same height in Lima as in other parts of South 
America; owing, perhaps, to its containing a far 
greater proportion of old Spaniards of wealth 
and consequence. Be the cause what it may, 
the vigilance of Government had hitherto sue- 
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ceeded in keeping down the expression of such 
feelings ; but now this was no longer, possible, 
and every day raised the hopes ; and added to 
the numbers, of the Independent party. 

IStii ofFeb.-^! learned this morning, when at 
Lima, that two officers of my ship had been ar- 
rested at Callao on the evening before, and were 
imprisoned in the castle on suspicion of being 
spies from Lord Cochrane's squadron, though 
landed by my boat. In ordinary times, had such 
a mistake happened, it would have been easily 
explained ; but at a moment of such popular fer- 
ment, especially as the English were held in uni- 
versal distrust, it was likely to prove a serious af- 
fair. All Lima was thrown into commotion by 
this circumstance ; every one implicitly believed 
the story, and at Callao, the uproar was descri- 
bed as infinitely worse. At the time of receiving 
a report of this transaction from the ship, a let- 
ter from the Viceroy was put into my hands, sta- 
ting that two persons, giving themselves out as 
officers of the Conway, had landed in my boat ; 
and that, as five men at Callao had recognised 
and sworn to their having belonged to Lord 
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Cochrane's ship > they had been confined in the 
Castle ; and the formal declarations of the wit- 
nesses were to be taken preparatory to the trial 
of the prisoners. I immediately waited cm the 
Viceroy, and assured him there must be some 
misunderstanding : but, in order to prevent all 
further mistake, before making an official requi* 
sition to the Government for the officers to be 
delivered up, I wished to have access to them at 
Callao. This, however reasonable, was object- 
ed to at first, on the ground of improper com- 
munication ; but as I merely asked to have the 
means of identifying their persons, an order was 
given for that purpose, which I carriied with me 
to the Castle. 

The ferment at Callao, a place at all times lia- 
ble to violent popular commotions, was suppo- 
sed to be so great on this irritating occasion^ 
that many people counselled me not to excite 
the mob to greater fury by showing myself a- 
mongst them. But it was obvious that any de- 
lay in visiting my officers in confinement at this 
particular moment, would tend directly to con- 
firm all the suspicions against them ; and pos- 
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»bly lead to their being sacrificed to the foty of 
the populace. The Executive Grovemment, it 
was to be feared, possessed at this critical sea* 
son no very great authority ; and as the military 
partook deeply of the wild opinions of the peo- 
ple, their subordination, especially in a popular 
point like this, could not be relied on. I saw, 
too, with much regret, that whatever might be 
the issue of this ajSair, all chance of our remain- 
ing on any good understanding with the Spa- 
niards was gone. 

On reaching Callao, I rode slowly through the 
streets, which were filled with people, over whose 
countenances hung a scowl that spoke anything 
but civility or welcome ; there was also some lit^ 
tie murmuring, and an occasional appearance of 
surprise at my presence :-but no violence of 
any kind was ofiered. 

The Spaniards are so devoted to form, that 
niy oi*der for admission to the prisoners was re- 
quired to pass through innumerable hands, be- 
fore I was permitted to look at them ; and then 
not to speak a word : this done, the prison-doors 
were again locked, and I returned to Lima to 
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make an official i^licatioii to the Govemment 
for the individuals who had been arrested^ and 
whom I had now identified as officers of my 
ship. 

There is some reason to think that the peace- 
able reception I met with at Callao was owing to 
a mere accident. All commercial intercourse be- 
tween Chili and Peru having been cut off from 
the m<«nent the eiqpedition sailed^ the c«ily mode 
of communication between Valparaiso and Cal* 
lao was by means of the neutral men-of-war ; 
and as, in former times, there had been a con- 
stant intercourse between these two ports, and 
numerous connections had been formed between 
their respective inhabitants, the effects of the 
war were now severely felt in the interruption of 
correspondence. I have stated, that, at Valpa^ 
raiso, I sometimes amused myself by going into 
the cottages to observe the habits of the lower 
classes ; and as it happened that most of those 
people had some relative or connection settled 
at Callao, I was charged, on sailing, with many 
messages and letters, all of which, it may be men- 
tioned, as characteristic of the times, they insist- 
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ed on my reading in their presence, lest they 
should contain political matter prejudicial to 
their correspondents, or to the bearer. Short- 
ly after my arrival, I took care to deliver all 
these letters and messages in person. The let- 
ters were few, but the neighbours iBocked in on 
hearing that tidings had come from Yalparaiso ; 
and though many were disappointed, many also 
were made happy by hearing of their friends, 
from whom they had received no direct commu- 
nication for some time. I had fortunately taken 
the precaution to write down the very words of 
the different messages from the people at Val- 
paraiso in my pocket-book ; so that, when these 
little memorandums were torn out and given to 
the parties, they became a sort of letter, and 
were prized as such by the receivers. For my 
own part, I was well satisfied with seeing people 
so easily made happy, and thought no more of 
the matter. Just now, however, when I had be- 
come an object of suspicion, and when the lives 
of two of my officers were at stake, it was of 
some consequence to maintain any good will that 
accident might have gained for me amongst the 
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mob — a mob, it may be added, of a notoriously 
sanguinary character, since, on a recent occa^ 
sion, they had actually put a whole boat's crew 
to death, in a pcqpular tumult This occurred a 
few days after the capture of the Esmeralda, in 
cpnsequence of an idea, equally preposterous 
with that which possessed them now, that the 
American frigate Macedonian had co-operated 
with Lord Cochrane upon that occasion. 

As I was mounting my horse, on coming out 
of the castle after seeing the officers, a crowd ra- 
pidly collected around me, seemingly in no cor- 
dial mood. I walked my horse deliberately to 
the nearest of the houses to which any letter or 
message from Valparaiso had been delivered, 
and, under pretence of asking for a glass of wa- 
ter, stopped at the door. The people of the 
house came running out to receive me, and one 
of them said, in a tone partaking both of kind- 
ness and reproach, << Oh, Seiior, I did not think 
you would have allowed spies to land in your 
bo^t." " And I, my good lady," said I, " never 
could have supposed you would allow such an 
absurd suspicion to enter your head." The 
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crovd had, by ibis time, collected in great num- 
bers round us, listening to all that parsed, and 
many of my old acquaintances came forward to 
renew the subject of their Valparaiso friends, 
in this way the conversation went on for about 
ten minutes, after which I turned my horse to* 
wards Lima; the crowd evened a passage for 
me; and I was never afterwards molested or 
threatened in the slightest degree, though I pass* 
^ through Callao several times every day du- 
ring the next week, when the hatred and suspi* 
cion of the English were at their height. 

The delay of a Spanish plejrto, or cause, is, 
above all others, proverbial ; and, therefore, it 
was not matter of surprise, however it might be 
of vexation, that the release of my officers was 
not obtained at once. An official letter was writ- 
ten to Government to require their restitution, 
as they had been identified by me, and I pledged 
myself, of course, to the truth of this statement* 
The difficulty was to determine the value of my 
word, as opposed to the oath of no less than five 
men at Callao, who had sworn, it seems, most 
positively, that they had recently seen these very 
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officers doing duty on board Lord Cochrane's 
ships; whereas, in point of fact, neither of them 
had ever set their foot on board any one of the 
Chilian squadron. The Viceroy admitted that 
the character of the witnesses was utterly worth- 
less ; but he did not, or, perhaps, could not, do 
me the justice to act upon that admission. It 
was clear enoughthat he doubted his own power; 
ibr he said very candidly, that the tide of popu- 
lar feeling could not be safely resisted, without 
a little delay. This want of confidence on the 
part of the Executive Government, was a real 
source of alarm ; and I was made still more un- 
easy, by learning that the officers were to be 
tried by a miUtary commission — an ominous 
court at best, and one, in such times, of a nature 
not to be trusted. 

The Viceroy told me, at this interview, that 
he had just received advices of ten or twelve de- 
serters fi*om the Chilian squadron having arri- 
ved : he had ordered them to Callao, that their 
evidence might also be taken in the case of the 
officers. The testimony of these men, he thought, 
would probably not agree with that of the first 
ftvc witnesses, who might well be suspected of 
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having concerted their story. This seemed 
sensible enough ; but the manner in which the 
scheme was carried into execution was highly 
characteristic. The Government considered that 
they had done every thing towards the advance- 
ment of justice^ in originating the idea of this 
cross-evidence ; and, therefore^ merely gave an 
order for the deserters to be sent to Callao, with- 
out stating that they should be kept apart from 
the first witnesses: so that they absolutely were 
placed, for a whole night, in the same room with 
the very men whom they were sent to confront* 
I attended next morning, along with the offi- 
cers, whilst the declarations of all the witnesses 
were taken, by the commission appointed for 
that purpose; when fifteen men swore on the 
cross to the fact of these two gentlemen, whom 
they pointed out^ having served upwards of two 
years with Lord Cochrane. They were all men 
of the most abandoned character, and well known 
at Callao as such ; but that circumstance mat- 
tered little, as their evidence ministered to the 
heated imagination and violent prejudices of the 
people: as far, therefore, as this sage inquiry 
went, it would certainly have left matters worse 
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tlian it found them, had liot three Spanish gen- 
tlemen voluntarily come forward, greatly to their 
honoiur, in the very face of the popular clamour, 
and, in a manner, well deserving out acknow- 
ledgments. Two of them were naval officers, 
the other a respectable merchant : all three had 
been prisoners of war on board Lord Cochrane's 
ship at the time specified by the. witnesses; and 
they swore positively, that neidier of the prison* 
ers had then been on board the flag-ship, nor 
in any other of the Patriot squadron. 

Had not the latter witnesses fortunately come 
forward, there is no saying what might have 
been the result of the inquiry. The military 
commission, however, appointed to consider the 
evidence, after a violent discussion, in the course 
of which it was seriously proposed to hang the 
officers as spies, agreed, by a small majority, to 
liberate them. 

The military commission took this occasion 
to reconunend to Government, not to allow any 
stranger to land from the foreign ships in the 
Roads, during these turbulent times. As tliis 
part of the despatch is curious, from showing 
the state of feeling at the moment, I subjoin a 
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translation of it : ^^ And in order to maintain 
the friendship and harmony so valuable to both 
nations ; to place out of reach all motive of dis- 
sension: and to avoid misunderstandings be- 
tween the English and Spaniards^ which, in con- 
sequence of the opinions held at Lima, and stiU 
more at Callao, neither the prudence, the fore- 
sight, noF the zeal of the commanders can pre- 
vent ; it seems necessary to the Government, un-' 
der existing circumstances, (the port being block- 
aded by the Chilian squadron, under Lord Coch- 
rane), that all strange shipsf shoidd anchor out- 
side of the line, and that no individuals, of what- 
ever class and condition they be, shall come om 
shore." On the 28d of February, we according- 
ly embarked, and, for the present, took leave of 
Lima, without any great regret ; for the period 
of our visit had been one of constant irritation 
and difficulty. 

Lord Cochrane, who had been at sea for some 
time, rejoined the blockading squadron in the 
roads just before the above discussion ended; 
and on the 24th, I had an interview with his 
Lordship, on board his flag ship, the San Mar- 
tin. 
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On the 25th his Majest/s ship Andromache 
returned to the anchorage ; and on the 28tb, with 
a ship full of passengers, we sailed for ChilL 

The city <ji Lima has been described so often, 
and so minutely, by well-known authors, that a 
yery few words respecting it will be sufficient in 
this place* The road frc»n Callao to Lima is six 
miles long, perfectly straight, and the rise so 
gradual, as to be almost imperceptible, aldK>ugh 
the city is derated above the level of the sea 
more than six hundred feet When seen from 
Callao Roads, or even from a nearer distance, 
no town has a more splendid appearance, owing 
to its numerous domes and spires, rising from 
so elevated a situation, and wearing a strange 
and rather Moorish aspect. On approaching 
•the city, every thing speaks of pastsplendourand 
-present wretchedness* At the top of -^ road, 
there is an approadi a mile in length, between 
two douMe rows of fine trees, with public walks, 
stretching on either hand, and elegant ornamen- 
tal stone seats ; now all in ruins, ai^d choked up 
with weeds and shrubs. The principal enUy to 
Lima is at the end of this grand approach, 
through a gorgeous triumphal arch, tawdry and 
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falling to decay, with the crown of Spain moul- 
dering oil the top. 

No traveller, it is said, ever entered a great 
town without feeUng some disappointment; and 
the capital of Peru fiunishes no exception to the 
observation. The churches, which, at a dis- 
tance, make so splendid a show, turn out, on 
closer inspection, to be very paltry structures ; 
overlaid with fantastic and tasteless stucco work, 
and tinsel ornaments ; the efiPect, therefore, which 
the magnitude of the buildings might have pro- 
duced, is quite destroyed by the meanness of the 
details. The lower part only of these great 
churches is built of stone, the spires and domes 
being formed of wood plastered over, which, 
though certainly a wise precaution, is destruc- 
tive of their magnificent effect. This proceeds 
not from economical motives, but from the re- 
collection of many fatal catastrophes which have 
taken place ia churches built of stonef in conse- 
quence of earthquakes, to which Peru is unfor- 
tunately very liable. 

Lima, like all the Spanish towns in this coiinr 
try, is divided by parallel streets, with others 
crossing at right angles, into quadras or solid 
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squares of houses, about a hundred and twenty 
yards in l^igth on each face : a very considera- 
ble proportion of the whole town is occupied by 
convents and churches. Along the middle of the 
streets there runs a stream of water, into which 
all rubbish is ordered to be thrown ; but as this 
is seldom duly attended to, the streets become re- 
ceptacles of filth from one end to the other. 

The pavements, both of the carriage-way and 
the footpaths, have been allowed to go out of re- 
pair; a circumstance the less attended to, per- 
haps, from their being few wheeled carriages; 
all heavy work being done by asses and mulesu 

The Theatre, which was opened during the 
festivities upon the accession of the new Viceroy, 
was of rather a singular form ; being a long o- 
val, the stage occupjring the greater part of one 
side, by which means the front boxes were 
brought close to the actors. The audience in 
the pit was composed exclusively of men, and 
that in the galleries of women ; a fashion bor- 
rowed, I believe, from Madrid: the interme- 
diate space was divided into several rows of pri- 
vate boxes. 
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Between the acts, the Viceroy retires to t^e 
back seat of his box, which, being taken as a 
signal that he may be considered as absent, every 
man in the pit draws forth his steel and flint, 
lights his segar, and puffs away furiously, in 
order to make the most of his time; for when the 
curtain rises, and the Viceroy again comes for** 
ward, there can no longer beany smoking, con* 
sistently with Spanish etiquette* The sparkling 
of so many flints at once, which makes the pit 
look as if a thousand fire-flies had been let loose, 
and the cloud c^ smoke rising immediately after- 
wards and filling the house, are litde circunir 
stances which strike the eye of a stranger, as be- 
ing more decidedly characteristic, than incidents 
really important I may add, that the gentle- 
men in the boxes also smoke on these occasions; 
and I once fairly detected a lady taking a sly 
whiff behind her fan. The Viceroy's pi*esence 
or absence, however, produces no change in the 
galleiy aloft, wliere the goddesses keep up an 
unceasing fire during the whole evening. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
CHILL 

BXCUESIOM TO TBB UlTBUOK^-flTATB OF POUTICAL FEBL- 

INO IN CHILI. 

Valparaiso, Idth of March 182L We an- 
chcnred here yesterday evening, in eighteen days 
from Lima, which is considered a good passage; 
the average for ships of war being somewhat 
more than three weeks. I landed in the even- 
ing to deliver letters and messages, being prin- 
cipally in answer to those we had carried on sail- 
ing from Valparaiso, and already alluded to in 
the account of our proceedings at Callao. Many 
of the people at Valparaiso would scarcely be- 
lieve that we had beeii in Peru at all, not being 
acquainted with the expeditious manner m which 
passages are now made. We had been absent 
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only seven weeks, whereas, in old times, as many 
months, at least, would have been required to 
have performed the same service. At the first 
house for which I had letters, tlie family received 
me with a look of disappointment, and begged,* 
reproachfully, to have the letters returned, not 
supposing it possible that I could have delivered 
them ; but when they beheld the answers, their 
joy and gratitude knew no bounds ; the news of 
our arrival spread rapidly, and, in ten minutes, 
the house was filled with people beseeching for 
letters. In no country could a more lively in- 
terest be expressed than by these persons fer 
their absent friends ; and this furnishes a com- 
plete answer to the statements, oflen made^ of 
their coldness and indifference in their domestic 
relations. After delivering all my letters imd 
messages, I was overpowered by questions firom 
iihe ladies, as to the appearance^ manners, and 
various other qualities of persons whom they had 
not seen, but who had married into the families 
of their relatives in Peru. This was a hard task ; 
but the little I recollected was extremely well 
bestowed, and it was pleasing to observe the effect 
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which all this produced in developing characUMT* 

Many people, who had always been cold and 

formal before, came up, and offered their hands 

with a cordiality and frankness, quite contrary 

to what had seemed their natural disposition, / 

but which proved ever afterwards sincere and 

steady. 

Just as I was leaving the house to return on 
board, two young men came to inquire for their 
sister, a widow lady, of whom they had not 
heard for more than a year. It so happened that 
this very person was one of my passengers, and 
nothing would satisfy the brothers and their 
wives, and two pr three more, but going on 
board the Conway instantly, though it was near 
midnight. Accordingly, I stowed the whole 
party in my boat, and carried them off, to the 
great joy and astonishment of the widow. 

As the Commander-in-chief was at the capi- 
tal, I proceeded there on the 23d to make my 
report. On the 28th of March, I set out from 
Santiago, accompanied by one of the English 
residents and a young officer of my ship, to pay 
a visit to a Chilian gentleman who resided about 
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eighteen leagues in the interior. Hie day was 
well advanced before we started, and we pur- 
sued our way at a rapid pace over the great 
plain of Santiago^ apparently a dead flat; but 
which we discovered, upon looking back at the 
city, to have a considerable ascent : so that we ' 
were now several hundred feet above the high* 
est chucches, without having perceived that we 
had been graduaUy rising. 

In a country, the character of which is quite 
new, we are always liable to err in the ideas 
we form of the scenery around us* Amongst 
the Andes this is particularly the case ; for the 
scale of every thing is so great, that our previous 
conceptions are unequal to grasp the scene be* 
fore us, and we run almost necessarily into mis- 
takes respecting heights and distances, which 
nothing but experience can rectify. It is not at 
first that one is conscious of the deception ; and 
the interest of a journey, made under such cir« 
cumstances, is greatly heightened by the grow* 
ing conviction that our senses are unequal to the 
task of duly estimating what is before us — ^the 
reality, in short, on these occasions, often out* 
strips the imagination. 
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We crossed the rirer Maypo, by a bridge 
made of hide ropes,, near the scene of the battle 
fought by San Martin on the 5th of April 1818, 
already alluded to in the account of the revolu- 
tions in Chili* 

This bridge is curious from its simplicity, and 
from the close resemblance it bears to the chain 
bridges recently introduced into England, to 
which, in principle, it i» precisely similar. It 
consists of a narrow road-way of planks laid 
crosswise, with their ends resting on straight 
ropes, suspended by means of short lines, to a set 
of thicker ropes drawn across the stream from 
bank to bank. These strong sustaining ropes 
are six in number, three at each side of the 
bridge, and hang in flat curves, one above an- 
other, the short vertical cords supporting the 
road-way being so dii^x>sed as to distribute the 
weight equally. The main or suspending ropes 
are firmly secured to the angles of the rock on 
^me side at the hei ^^ of Ihirty feet from the 
iitream; but the opposite bank being low, the 
consequent mclination is, in some degree, cor- 
rected by carrying the ropes over a high wooden 
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{Her, and attaching them afterwards to trees, and 
to posts driven into the bank. The clear span 
from the pier on one side, to the face of the rock 
on the other, is one hundred and twenty«three 
feet* The materials being very elastic, the bridge 
waved up and down, and vibrated from side to 
side in so alarming a manner, that, at the re- 
commendation of the guides we dismounted and 
drove our horses, one by one, before us, neither 
man nor horse appearing^ however, much at ease 
during the passage. 

Shortly after crossing the Maypo we reached 
the lowest range of the Andes, round the base 
of which the road wound amongst immense 
masses of rock, precipitated from the ridges a^ 
bove; and we occasionally passed through a 
belt of trees, growing like a fringe to the skirt 
of the mountains. It soon became dark; and 
if in broad daylight the character of the scenery^ 
was so new and stupendous, as to defy all our 
attempts to estimate distances and proportions, 
much greater was our perplexity now. In a 
strange country, the traveller's fancy is curious- 
ly worked upon, at such moments, by the indis*- 
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tinct images which rise before him at erery step* 
He sees, for example, what he takes to be a 
precipitous cliff, which, judging from his expe- 
rience in daylight, he fancies many a league off; 
but in the midst of his admiration, he thrusts 
his head amongst the branches of an olive tree, 
the dark outline of which he had mistaken for 
that of one of the Andes. Or, being anxious to 
inquire his road, and seemg what he conceives 
to be a peasant's hut some fifty yards before 
him, he hastens forward to inquire the way ; but, 
at length, to his amazement, discovers that this 
fancied hut is some far distant peak of the Cor- 
dillera ! In short, he is perplexed and bewil- 
dered at every step. 

The day had been calm and sultry, but the 
evening no sooner closed in, than we Were cheeiv 
ed by a cool and reviving breeze, blowing gent- 
ly from the mountains, like the land-winds from 
off the coasts of hot countries ; and, no doubt, 
from the same cause, the dilSerence of tempera- 
ture between the mountains and the plain. The 
stars shone out with singular brilliancy, and we 
rode on in pleasing uncertainty of what was to 
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come next The fancy, at such a season, is veiy 
apt to wander; and» under the influence of the 
surrounding scenery, we fell into a pleasing re- 
verie on the romantic history of the conquest, 
and the gorgeous descriptions we had read of 
ike Andes ; till the silence we had for some time 
maintained, was suddenly interrupted by one of 
the party calling out, that we were entering the 
grounds of a gentleman who would furnish us 
with another guide for the remainder of the jour- 
ney. 

We dismounted at the door, and were shown 
into a bleak comfortless room, with a mud floor, 
a rude unfinished roo^ and lighted by a .soli- 
tary black tallow candle, all of which made us 
feel instinctiyely sure of a cold reception. In 
this, however, we were much mistaken, for the 
master of the house no sooner saw who we were^ 
than he begged us to walk into his sala or draw- 
ing-room, a very different apartment from the 
first, for, as we entered, we could scarcely stand 
the glare of light from a dozen wax candles. 
The floor was covered with a rich carpet, the 
roof and cornices were neatly finished, and the 
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uralls ornamented with mirrors and pictures. At 
the upper end of the room stood a ^andpiano* 
forte, by Broadwood, and, at the tea-table, near 
it, the lady of the house and her daughters reeei- 
ved us most kindly. We soon became acquaint- 
ed ; and' while one of the young ladies went out 
to gather some flowers for us, another opened 
the piano-forte, at our request, and played very 
good-naturedly, while we sat chatdng with the 
old people, who entreated us to stay the night. 
There was something so unexpected in ^s kind 
of reception ; and the people themselves were so 
obliging and agreeable, that I, for one, was very 
reluctant to quit such good quarters : it was ne- 
cessary, however, to go on, and we mounted our 
jaded horses again with a very bad grace. 

But the charms of the night scene were now 
gone, and the wild embellishments with which 
fancy had, an hour b^re, dressed up the sce- 
nery, were supplanted by the dark and comfort- 
less reality : every thing seemed to go wrong ; 
the road was full oLholes; the travellers weary 
of themselves and of one another, and the jour- 
ney was never to be at an end ! But, at lengfji. 
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after a tedious ride, we reached the Chacniy or 
farm, and had proceeded about half-way up the 
approach, when we were overtaken by two riders, 
one of whom proved to be the master of the 
house, who welcomed us to the country with a 
frankness of manner, and a kindliness of tpne pe* 
culiarly pleasing to an uninvited visitor. The 
ladies of the family, they said, were just behind, 

daiice in the neighbourhood ; so we hurried on^ 
and bad our horses put away in time to hand the 
ladies from their careta^ 

29th qf March. — When we met the next mom<* 
ing, every one looked well pleased to find him- 
self in the country free from the bustle and dis- 
traction of the capital. The fresh feeling, always 
produced by the free air of the fields, was increa^ 
sed on this occanon by their being covered with 
vines and olive trees, and sweet-scented shrubs, 
and decked out with all sorts of gay blossoms^ 
There is a genial influence in the country, in all 
climates, under which the frost o^ etiquette melts 
away, the natural character comes into view, 
and many amiable qualities, heretofore unobser- 
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ved, are discovered and ficknowledged. But 
we midsed the sociability of the breakfieust party, 
for in these countries the ^family seldom assem- 
ble lill the diiiner-hour, which is generally be^ 
fore two. We found, however, ample objects tQ 
interest us during the early part of the morning, 
but the heat of the sun drove us into the house 
long before our curiosity was satisfied. 

We sat down to dinner, a very merry party, 
the master of the house insisting upon my taking 
the top of the table; a custom, he said, that 
could by no means be dispensed with. The 
first dish which was placed cm the table was 
bread soup, exceedingly good, and enriched ei- 
ther with fish or meat, a distinction so immate- 
rial, we thought, that our surprise wasccmsider- 
able when we observed a gentleman of the party 
start up, and, with a look as if he had swallow- 
ed -poison, exclaim, << O Lord, there is fish in 
the soup !" and while we were wondering at this 
exclamation, ourfiriend ran off to the kitchen to 
interrogate the cook. He returned with a most 
woe-begone countenance, and finished his plate 
^f soup as if it had been the last he was ever to 
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taste. A feeling of delicacy prevented our ask- 
ing questions, although our curiosity was raised 
to the highest pitch, by observing the gentleman 
touch nothing else, but literally go without his 
dinner. It was Friday, and it was in Lent, 
which might have accounted for his horror at 
meat ; but it was "fish which had shocked him ; 
besides, we saw the rest of the company eating 
both without scruple, which puzzled us exceed-^ 
ingly, and the more so as the self-denying indi- 
vidual was a very sensible man, and showed no 
other symptoms of eccentricity. We at last dis- 
covered that he had, for some reason or other, 
come under a religious engagement pot. to eat 
both fish and flesh, though the South Americans 
are permitted to do so, by an" express bull in 
their favour ; and it so happened, that be had 
set his fancy this day most particularly on a meat 
dish close to him, never dreaming of what had 
been put into the soup ; fish, once tasted^ how- 
ever, his feast was at an end, and he kept his 
vow in a manner worthy of an anchorite. 

We had then the OUa, a dish celebrated in aH 
lands where Spanish is spoken. It consists of 
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boiled beef, piled round with all sorts of vege* 
tables, and well covered with a large yellow pea, 
called a Garbanza ; and so inseparable is this 
union, that our *< beans and bacon'' is not better 
known in English, even in a proverbial sense, 
thta ^^ Olla con Gaibanza" is in Spani^. Be^ 
sides these dishes, we. had various rich stews, 
and, last of all, a dish of roast beef; not in die 
smallest degree resembling, however, die glori- 
ous roast beef of Old England ; but a long thin 
strip of dry bumMip meat, without a single bone 
to give it a shape, and with every bit of fat cut 
away* Meanwhile, we finished our dinner, and 
partook of a capital dessart of cool bursting figis^ 
fresh frotn the trees within sight of the table ; as 
were the luscious sweet grapes, the pride of our 
host's heart; and, lasdy, the enormous purple 
water melon, the staff of life amongst the pooresr 
classes in this country : to all which was added 
a pleasant small wine, manufactured by the hands 
of our absent hostess. 

The whole scene was characteristic of the 
country* We sat in the cross draught of two 
doors and numerous windows, enjoying the bal« 
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my air as it passed through the honse, wbuddng, 
in its course, the dried fig and Tine leaves along 
the floor. On one side, we could see the gravel 
walks of the garden, stretching under trellised 
vinesy and shaded by a broad belt of loily wal- 
nut trees, which formed a grateful skreen be- 
tween us and the fiery glare of the western sky. 
On the other hand, our view extended as &r as 
the Andes, fifty or sixty miles ofi^ indistinctly 
seen through the waving haze, caused by the 
fierceness of the sun's rays striking on the arid 
low grounds ; neither bird nor beast was to be 
seen, nor the least speck of a cloud in the sky-— 
the tyranny of the sun was complete. There 
was a solemn tranquillity in this, which, while it 
disposed the mind to thought, took nothing from 
its cheerfulness. But we were soon left to en- 
joy it alone, as the company dropped ofi", one by 
one, to take their siesta ; the landlord only re- 
mained, but evidently out of civility to his guests; 
we, therefore, took an opportunity of slippng off 
to our rooms also, that he might retire. 

Our host was a native Chilian, but of Spa- 
nish descent He was a considerable landed 
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proprietor, who passed the greater part of his 
time on his estate, and who, from his knowledge 
of fanning, cattle-breeding, and the cultivation 
of the vine, had been enabled not only to turn 
his property to good account, but to obtain great 
influence in the country. By kindness and hos-^ 
pitality he drew pec^le to his house, while l^is 
talents and information rendered him an invalu^ 
able neighbour. His wile was absent in the 
city for her confinement, but her father and two 
4iisters were of our party. 

Between four and five o'clock, the siesta being 
over, our friends, rubbing their eyes, gradually 
made their appearance; by half past five, we 
were ell assembled. The careta, which is mere* 
)y a coveBed cart, and well supplied wkh mats 
and straw in place of ^rings, was ordered for 
the ladies, who set out to pay what they were 
pleased to call ^^ unas visitas campestres ;'' in 
^aia English, gossiping country visits. 

The gentlemen rode in another direction to 
see the cattle selected for next day's Matanza or 
slaughter. We were guided, by a cloud (^dust, 
to the spot where the country peq[>le bad o(d- 
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lected the drove, and hemmed them into a cor- 
ner. The master of the house, accompanied by 
the principal horseman of his farm, rode amongst 
the beasts, and fixing his eye upon the fattest, 
pointed it out to the attendants, who soon sepa- 
rated it, by means of their goads, firom the rest 
In this way fifteen were selected, and being sur- 
rounded by about a dozen horsemen, were dri- 
ven slowly towards the house, and finally into 
an adjoining Corral or inclosure. 

On our way homeward our host entertained 
us, by making his people show us the South A- 
merican method of catching cattle. The instru- 
ment used is called in English a Lasso^ from the 
Spanish Lazo, which signifies slip-knot or noose, 
and the operation of using it is called Lassoing. 
It consists of a rope made of strips of untanned 
hide, varying in length firom fifi:een to twenty 
yards, and is about as thick as the little finger. 
It has a noose or running-knot at one end, the o- 
ther extremity being fastened by an eye and but- 
ton to a ring in a strong hide-belt or surcingle, 
bound tightly round the horse. The coil is 
grasped by the horseman's left hand, while the 
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Boose, which is held in the right, trails along the 
ground, except when in use, and then it is whirl- 
ed round the head with considerable velocity, 
during which, by a peculiar turn of the wrist, it 
is made to assume a circular form ; so that, when 
delivered from the hand, the noose preserves it- 
self open till it falls over the object at which it 
has been aimed. 

The unerring precision with which the lasso 
is thrown is perfectly astonishing, and to one who 
sees it for the first time, has a very magical ap- 
pearance. Even when standing still it is by no 
means an easy thing to throw the lasso ; but the 
difficulty is vastly increased when it comes to be 
used on horseback and at a gallop, and when, in 
addition, the rider has to pass over uneven 
ground, and to leap hedges and ditches in his 
course ; yet such is the dexterity of the guassos, 
or countrymen, that they are not only sure of 
catching the animal they are in chace o^ but can 
fix, or, as they term it, place their lasso on any 
particular part they please : over the horns, 
roimd the neck, or the body; or they can include 
all four legs, or two, or any one of the four ; and 



148 CHILI. 

the whole with such ease and certainty, that it is 
necessary to witness the feat to have a just con- 
ception of the skill displayed ; which, like that 
of the savage Indian in the use of his bow and 
arrow, can only be gained by the practice of 
many years. It is, in iact, the earliest amuse- 
m^it of these people ; and I have often seen 
little boys just beginning to run about, actively 
employed in lassoing cats, and entangling the 
legs c£ every dog that was unfortunate enough 
to pass within reach : in due season they be- 
come very expert in their attacks on poultry ; 
and afterwards in catching wild birds : so that, 
by the time they are mounted on horseback, 
which is always at an early age, they begin to 
acquire that matchless skill, from which no ani- 
mal, of less speed than a horse, has the slightest 
chance of escaping. 

Let us suppose that a wild bull is to be caught, 
and that two mounted horsemen, guassos as they 
are called, undertake to kill him. As soon as 
they discover him, they remove the coil of the 
lasso from behind them, and, grasping it in the 
left hand, prepare the noose in the right, and 
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dash off at full gallop^ each swinging his lasso 
round his head. The first who comes within 
reach aims at the bull's horns, and when he sees, 
which he does in an instant, that the lasso will 
take effect, he stops his horse, and turns it half 
round, the bull continuing his course, till the 
whole cord has run out firom the guasso's hand. 
The horse, meanwhile, knowing, by experience^ 
what is going to happen, leans over, as much as 
he can, in the opposite direction from the bull, 
and stands in trembling expectation of the vio» 
lent tug which is given by the bull when brought 
up by the lasso. So great, indeed, is the jerk 
which takes place at this moment, that were the 
horse not to lean over, he would certainly be 
overturned ; but standing, as he does, with his 
feet planted firmly on the ground, he offers suf- 
ficient resistance to stop the bull as instantane- 
ously as if it had been shot, though at full speed. 
In some cases, this check is so abrupt and vio- 
lent, that the animal is not only dashed to the 
ground, but rolls along at the full stretch of the 
lasso ; while the horse, drawn sideways, ploughs 
up the earth with his feet for several yards. Thii^ 
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which takes so long to describe, is the work of a 
few seconds ; during which, the other horseman 
gallops past; and before the bull has time to re- 
cover from the shock, places the noose over his 
horns, arid continues advancing till it also is at 
full stretch. The bull, stupified by the faU, 
sometimes lies motionless on the ground; but 
the horsemen soon rouse him up, by tugging 
him to and fro. When on his legs, with a horse- 
man on each side, he is like a ship moored with 
two cables ; and however unwilling he may be 
to accompany the guassos, or however great his 
struggles, he is irresistibly dragged along by 
them in whatever direction they please. 

If the intention be to kill the animal for the 
sake of the hide and tallow jolone, as is often the 
case, one of the guassos dismounts, and running 
in, cuts the bull's hamstrings with a long knife, 
which he always wears in his girdle ; and, instant- 
ly afterwards, despatches him, by a dexterous 
cut across the back of the neck. The most 
surprising thing is, the manner in which the 
horse, after being left by his rider, manages to 
preserve the lasso always tight ; this would be 
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less difficult if the bull were to remain steady, 
but it sometimes happens, that he makes violent 
struggles to disentangle himself from the lassos, 
rushing backwards and forwards in a furious 
manner. The horse, however, with wonderful 
sagacity, alters his place, and prances about, as if 
conscious of what he is doii^, so as to resist eve* 
ry movement of the buU, and never allowing the 
lasso to be relaxed for a moment. 

When a wild horse is to be taken, the lasso is 
always placed round the two hind legs, and, as 
the guasso rides a little on one side, the jerk pulls 
the entangled horse's feet laterally, so as to throw 
him on his side, without endangering his knees 
or his face. Before the horse can recover the 
shock, the rider dismounts, and snatching his 
poncho or cloak from his shoulders, wraps it 
round the prostrate animal's head ; he then forces 
into his mouth one of the powerful bits of the 
country, straps a saddle on his back, and, be- 
striding him, removes the poncho; upon which, 
the astonished horse springs on his legs, and en- 
deavours, by a thousand vain efforts, to disen- 
cumber himself of his new master, who sits quite 
composedly on his back ; and, by a discipline 
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which never fails, reduces the horse to such com* 
plete obedience, that he is soon trained to lend 
his speed and strength in the capture of his wild 
companions. 

During the recent wars in this country, the 
lasso was used as a weapon of great power in the 
hands of the guassos, who make bold and useful 
troops, and never fail to dismount cavalry, or to 
throw down the horses of those who come within 
their reach. There is a well-authenticated story 
of a party of eight or ten of these men, who had 
never seen a piece of artillery, till one was fired 
at them in the streets of Buenos Ayres : they 
galloped fearlessly up to it, placed their lassos 
over the cannon, and, by their united strength, 
fairly overturned it. Another anecdote is rela- 
ted of them, which, though possible enough, does 
not rest on such good authority. A number of 
armed boats were sent to effect a landing at a 
certain point on the coast, guarded solely by 
these horsemen. The party in the boats, caring 
little for an enemy unprovided with fire-arms, 
rowed confidently along the shore. The guassos, 
meanwhile, were watching their opportunity, 
and the moment the boats came sufiiciently near, 



CHILIAN DANCE. 153 

dashed into the water, and, throwing their lassos 
round the necks of the officers, fairly dragged 
every one of them out of their boats. 

In the evening we were engaged in amuse- 
ments of a very different description. Our party 
repaired to the house of a neighbour, an old 
lady, whose great delight it was to see her friends 
happy about her. We were soon joined by se- 
veral other families, and there being a piano- 
forte in the room, the sure consequence was a 
dance. If it be difficult to describe the lasso, it 
is quite impossible to describe the Spanish coun- 
try-dance, which bears no resemblance to any 
thing in England. It consists of a great variety 
of complicated figures, affording infinite oppor- 
tunities for the display of grace, and for showing 
elegance of figure to the greatest advantage. It 
is danced to waltz tunes, played in rather slow 
time ; and, instead of one or two couples dancing 
at once, the whole of the set, from end to end, is 
in motion. No dance can be more beautiful to 
look at, or more bewitching to be engaged in ; 
yet there is no denying, that admirable though it 
be for those warm regions, it is of a character 
unsuited to the climate and habits of England. 
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Dancing and walking, for the last is equally look- 
ed upon as an accomplishment, are taught with 
great care, and I do not remember to have seen 
any lady who did not do both well. Differences 
in the figure and in the taste of the individual, 
will, of course, make distinctions quite as re- 
markable as in other countries ; but still the uni- 
versaUty of good dancing, and more particularly 
of graceful, or it may be called elegant walking, 
is a very remarkable feature, and well deserving 
of notice. 

As all the ladies have, more or less, aJtaste 
for music, and can play on the piano-forte, there 
seldom arises, on such occasions as this, a diffi- 
culty in finding a player. But I was surprised, 
and somewhat disappointed, to see a young lady, 
one of the gayest and best dancers in Chili, place 
herself at the instrument. The gentlemen loud- 
ly appealed against this proceeding; but she 
maintained her place resolutely, declaring she 
would not dance a single step. I saw there was 
some mystery in this, and took an opportunity 
of begging to know what could have induced a 
person, of so much good sense and cheerfidness, 
and so fond of dancing, to make so very prepo- 
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sterous a resolution. She laughed on hearing 
the subject treated with such earnestness, and 
confessed that nothing was farther from her own 
wishes than her present forbearance, but that 
she was bound by a promise not to dance for a 
whole year. I begged an explanation of this 
singular engagement, when she told me, that, 
during the recent confinement of her sister, our 
host's wife, at a moment when her life was de- 
spaired of, her mother had made a vow, that, if 
she recovered, not one of the unmarried girls 
should dance for twelve months. Her younger 
sister, however, was dancing ; and I found she 
had managed to evade the obligation by an in- 
genious piece of casuistry ; arguing, that as the 
promise had been made in town, it could never 
be intended to apply to the country. The good- 
natured mother, who probably repented of her 
absurd vow, allowed that a good case of con- 
science had been made out; and the pretty Ro- 
solita danced away with a spirit which was taken 
up by the whole room, and a more animated ball 
was never seen. 

30th qf March. — Before breakfast to-day, we 
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witnessed the South Amerlcaii method of^kiUing 
cattle, a topic which, at first sight, must appear 
no very delicate or inviting one ; but I trust it 
will not prove uninteresting, or disagreeable in 
description. 

The cattle, as I mentioned before, had been 
driven into an inclosure, or corral, whence they 
were now let out, one by one, and killed ; but 
not in the manner practised in England ; where, 
I believe, they are dragged into a house, and 
despatched by blows on the forehead with a 
pole-axe. Here the whole took place in the 
open air, and resembled rather the catastrophe 
of a grand field sport, than a mere deliberate 
slaughter. On a level space of ground before 
the corral were ranged in a line four or five 
guassos on horseback, with their lassos all ready 
in their hands ; and opposite to them another 
line of m^n on foot, furnished also with lassos, 
so as to form a wide line, extending from the 
gate of the corral to the distance of thirty or 
forty yards. When all was prepared, the leader 
of the guassos drew out the bats closing the en- 
trance to the corral ; and, riding in, separated one 
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from the drove, which he goaded till it escaped 
at the opening. The reluctance 6f the cattle to 
quit the corral was evident, but when, at length, 
forced to do so, they dashed forwards with the 
utmost impetuosity. It is ^aid that, in this coun* 
try, even the wildest animals have an instinctive 
horror of the lasso ; those in a domestic state 
certainly have, and betray fear whenever they 
see it. Be thi as it may* the moment they pass 
the gate, they spring forward at full speed, with 
all the appearance of terror. But were (hey to 
go ten times faster, it would avail them nothing 
against the irresistible lasso, which, in the midst 
of dust, and a confusion seemingly inextricable, 
were placed by the guassos with the most perfect 
correctness over the parts aimed at. Tliere can- 
not be conceived a more spirited, or a more pic* 
turesque scene than was now presented to us ; 
or one which, in the hands of a bold sketcher, 
would have furnished a finer subject Let the 
furious beast be imagined driven almoin to mad- 
ness by thirst, and a variety of irritations, and in 
the utmost terror at the multitude of lassos whirl- 
ing all around him ; he rushes wildly forward, 
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his eyes flashing fire, his nostrils almost touching 
the ground, and his breath driving off the dust 
in his course : — ^for one short instant he is free, 
and full of life and strength, defying, as it were, 
all the world to restrain him in his headlong 
course ; the next moment he is covered with las- 
sos, his horns, his neck, his legs, are all encir- 
cled by these inevitable cords, hanging loose, in 
long festoons from the hands of the horsemen 
galloping in all directions, but the next instaiit 
as tight as bars of iron ; and the noble animal 
lies prostrate on the ground, motionless and 
helpless. He is immediately despatched by a 
man on foot, who stands ready for this purpose 
with a sharp knife in his hand ; and as soon as 
the body is disentangled from the lassos, it is 
drawn on one side, and another is driven out of 
the corral, and caught in the same maimer. 

On begging to know why so many lassos were 
thrown at once on these occasions, we learned 
that the first rush of the beast, when driven out 
of the corral, is generally so impetuous, that few 
single ones are strong enough to bear the jerk 
without breaking. As an experiment, a cow, in 
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B very furious state, was let out, and directions 
given for only two men to attempt to stop her. 
The first lasso fell over her head, and drew it 
round, so that the horns almost touched her back, 
but the cord snapped without stopping her ; the 
second was intentionally placed round the fore 
part of the body, but it also broke without ma- 
terially checking her progress. Away went the 
cow, scouring over the country, followed by two 
fresh horsemen standing erect in their stirrups, 
with their lassos flying round their heads, and 
their ponchos streaming out behind them; an 
animating and characteristic sight The cow 
galloped, and the horses galloped, and such is 
the speed which cattle acquire when accustomed 
to run wild, that at the first the horses had but 
little advantage. The ground being covered with 
shrubsand young trees, and full of hollow places, 
and sunk roads, the chace was diversified by 
many leaps, in which, although the poor cow did 
well at first, the horses, ere long, gained upon 
her, and the nearest guasso perceiving that he 
was just within reach, let fly his lasso. The cow 
was at such a distance that it required the whole 
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length of the lasso to reach her, and the noose 
had become so contracted by the knot slipping 
up, that it was barely large enough to admit the 
horns ; had the cow been one foot more in ad- 
vance, the circle would have become too small. 
When the rider saw the noose fixed, he stopped 
and turned his horse, upon which the poor cow, 
her head nearly wrung off, was cast to the ground 
with great yiolence. The second horseman dash- 
ed along, and on passing the cow, instead of 
throwing his lasso^ merely stooped on one side, 
and laid the noose, which he had contracted to 
a small circle, over her horns. This done, the 
guassos turned their horses' heads and trotted 
back with their unwilling prize, not having been 
more than four or five minutes absent from the 
ground. 

There is another method of arresting the ani- 
mal's progress without using the lasso, which is 
said to require even more skill and presence of 
mind than that formidable instrument itself. A 
horseman is stationed a little way from the en- 
trance of the corral, armed with a weapon call- 
ed a Luna, which consists of a steel blade about 
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a foot long, and curved, as its name implies, in 
the form of a crescent, sharpened on the con- 
cave edge, and having a pole ten or twelve feet 
long screwed into the middle of the blunt or con- 
vex ^de ; so that, when held horizontally, the 
horns of the crescent point forward. The rider 
carries this luna in his right hand, couched like 
a lance, the blade being then about two feet from 
the ground, in advance of the horse, while the 
staff is kept steady by passing it under the arm. 
Having allowed the animal to rush past, he puts 
spurs to his horse, gallops after, and on coming 
close up, places his weapon in such a situation, 
that when the animal's right hind leg is throwii 
backwards, it shall enter the fork or crescent of 
the luna, and by striking against the edge, which 
is made as sharp as a razor, divide the tendon. 
The weapon is then quickly transferred to th^ 
left leg, where, in like manner, the least touch 
properly applied divides the other tendon. We 
saw this cruel feat performed by the principal 
guasso on our host's estate, who was described 
as being the best rider and the most expert man 
in that part of the country. The ground was 
VOL, h J^ 
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Tfliry dry and dusty, so that, by the time he over- 
took the bullock he was in chace of, there was 
such a cloud raised by the animal's feet, that we 
could scarcely see what was doing. Hie guasso 
e<»itrived, however, to cut both hamstrings, but 
his horse becoming confused^ fell over the bul- 
lock, and we were in considerable alarm lest the 
tMtk should be cut in two by his own weapon, 
or be transfixed by the beast^s horns : but he 
nevar lost his sdf-possession, and having first 
fiung the instrument high into the air, raised 
both himself and horse from the ground, and 
rtHie out of the cloud unhurt, and without ha- 
ving ever lost his seat. 

While this more serious business was going 
M, ^ parcel of mischievous boys had perched 
themselves <m a pile of firewood close to the cor^ 
pal ; and being each armed in his way, with a 
lai^o made of a small strip of hide, or of whip 
eord, ha^ the first diance to noose the aiumals 
t» ^ey nished out They seldom failed to throw 
fi(UOcessfeUy, but dieir slander cor^ broke lik^ 
cobwebs* One wicked urchin, however, more 
boid tiian the rest, mounted himself on a donkey 
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that hiqppened to be on the spot ; and taking the 
lasso which belonged to it,«-fi)r no description 
of animal that is ever mounted is without this es* 
sential equipment— -and placing himself so as 
not to be detected by the men, he threw it gal- 
lantly over the first bullock's neck ; but as soon 
as it became tight, away flew the astonished don« 
key and his rider : the terrified boy soon tum« 
bled off; but poor Neddy was dragged along the 
ground, till a more effident force was made to 
co-operate with his unavailing resistance. 

When a sufficient number of bullocks had 
been killed, they were dragged away by means 
of a small car, to which the heads were tied, with 
the bodies trailing behind on the ground. The 
corral or place to which they were removed was 
an inclosure from fifty to sixty yards square ; the 
inner half, or that far&est trom the entrance, 
being left open to the sky, while the other pajrt 
was shaded with a rude sort of roof consisting of 
branches of trees, and long broad leaves, [daced 
on trellis-work, forming a texture sufficiently 
dose to exclude the sun, but affording no de- 
fence from rain : in these countries, it nmst be 
recollected, the wet and dry seasons recur at 
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such stated intervaLs, that the inhabitants can 
regulate the periods of their different occupa- 
tions with a much greater degree of certainty 
than can be done in Europe. 

On entering this court we looked along a wide 
passage leading into the uncovered part. On 
the right hand stood a double line of posts, join- 
ed by cross bars ; and on the left were five se- 
parate cells, formed of posts and cross bars, six 
or eight feet wide, and twelve or fourteen long. 
The rest of the ground under cover was slight* 
ly divided, by cross bars, into compartments of 
different sizes, with passages leading amongst 
them. Beyond the railings on the right hand 
ran a stream of clear water, shaded by some 
large walnut trees, the branches of which reach- 
ed to the ground, and mingled their leaves with 
a crowd of wild flowers, the commonest weeds, 
we were told, of the climate ; but some of which 
we recognised as the cherished plants of our 
green-houses. 

The heat, in the outer space where we had wit- 
nessed the lassoing, had become so great, that we 
were glad to seek shelter in this cool and quiet 
spot. We had not been there long, before five 
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of the bullocks which had been killed were drag- 
ged iiii and placed in order, one before each of 
the cells described above. 

Immediately three men applied themselves to 
each carcase ; and with much dexterity, and in 
an incredibly short time, stripped o£P the hides, 
which were carried to the open part of the in- 
closure, preparatory to their being staked out 
and dried in the sun. I observed that the prin- 
cipal guasso allowed none of these hides to pass 
him without first cutting off a thong and trying 
its strength ; if it broke easily he took no fur- 
ther notice, but if it proved tough, he ordered 
the hide to be put by for making lassos, always 
the uppermost thought in aguasso's mind. Af- 
ter removing the skin, the &t and tallow were 
cut carefully off, and the muscles detached from 
their several seats, with the exact situation of 
which the men seem perfectly acquainted. But 
although their knives flashed about with great 
celerity, no fibres were cut across, but all the 
muscles were slipped out of their natural places, 
with a sleight of hand, which nothing but long 
and constant practice can teach. As fast as a 
portion was detached, it was carried into the ad- 
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joining cell, where it was hung on a part of the 
railing expressly appropriated to it, every sepa^ 
rate portion of the animal being arranged in a 
certain order. Tlie head, feet, and refuse, were 
carried to the other side of the passage, and 
placed on a thick layer of green boughs, along 
the margin of the stream, by this time all dis- 
coloured and blood-stained. So quickly was the 
carcase separated into different parts, and with 
so little noise or violence, or apparent efibrt, that 
an active fancy might have supposed it had melt- 
ed away. There was nothing in the whole course 
of this process at all calculated to disgust ; nor 
any hacking^nor hewing,-nor sawing,-each 
joint being dislocated, as if by magic, at the first 
touch of the knife. The bones also had distinct 
places allotted them, as well as the fat, not the 
slightest vestige of which was any where allowed 
to remain attached to the meat. When every 
thing was completed, and the ground clear, the 
leading man of each set went carefully round his 
cell to see that the whole was in order, and that 
each piece of meat was hung up correctly : the 
exact number of pieces I omitted to record, but 
it is always the same, and if any one be missing. 
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or misplaced, it is immediately remarked by the 
man who inspects the cell. The head, the back* 
bone, and the legs, were then chopped into small 
pieces, and thrown into the boilers, «that not a 
particle of fat might be lost; and I observed they 
&ven took the pains to strip off a thin skin from 
each of the ribs. The finer parts of thetallowwere 
now spread out on a frame in the shape of a boy's 
kite, and hung up in one of the minor divisions. 
The three men who had been employed in cut^ 
ting up the bullock now commenced an opera- 
tion, peculiar, I believe, to South America, name>- 
ly, the preparation of what is called by us jerk- 
ed beef, a term probably derived firom the local 
name charqu^. The men seated themselves on 
low stools in the di£Perent cells, and began cut* 
ting each of the detached portions of meat into 
long strips, or ribbands, uniform in size from end 
to end ; some of these, which were cut from the 
larger pieces, being several yards in length, md 
about two inches in width. To perform this ope- 
ration neatly requires considerable expertness. 
The piece of meat is held in the left hand, and at 
each slice is hitched round so as to o£Per a new 
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place to the knife ; and in this way the strip ot 
meat seems to unwind itself, like a broad tape 
from a ball, till at last nothing remains. We 
tried to perform this ourselves, but continually 
cut the strip across before it had attained any 
length. When the whole has been treated in 
this manner, it is allowed to hang under cover for 
a certain time, during which it acquires a black 
colour; and owing to the heat and dryness of 
the air, speedily loses much of its moisture. The 
meat is afterwards exposed to the sun till tho- 
roughly dried, and being then made up into 
great bales, strongly tied round with a net- work 
of thongs, becomes the jerked beef of commerce. 
After breakfast we varied our amusements, by 
forming a party to ride to the Lake of Aculeo. 
We had to wind for some time through the val- 
lies of the lower Andes, before reaching the Lake^ 
which lay placidly amongst the mountains. Per^ 
haps it is the smoothness and delicacy of finish, 
as it were, of a mountain lake, together with 
its unassuming solitude, compared with the bold 
and rugged majesty of the surrounding scenery, 
)vhich give it so much grace and beauty. It 
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tnay be, too, that a scene • like this, altogether 
without artificial embellishment, is more enga<- 
ging, upon the whole, than one enriched with 
towns, and ornamented with villas and gardens, 
in the brilliant manner of the Italian lakes. 

In strictness, however, the Lake of Aculeo b 
not altogether desolate ; for we could see here 
and there a cottage amongst the luxuriant groves 
skirting its margin on eveiy side* But these 
served rather, I fancied, to augment the soli- 
tude ; and the eye wandered more frequently to 
the lofty snow ridges above, and to the vast flocks 
of undisturbed wild fowl floating on the breast of 
the lake, than to these faint traces of population. 
One of the company, who possessed an active 
fancy, entertained us by drawing a lively picture 
of what the lapse of a century might produce 
here, if the country continued to prosper. He 
planted villages along the banks, cut commo- 
dious roads on the sides of the mountains, and 
covered the lake with boats; substituting the 
busy hum of man for the present silence of the 
scene. While our ingenious friend was thus 
enlarging on the possible effects of these antici- 
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pated improvements, another gentleman, "wiio 
cared little for such speculations, was bitterly 
lamenting that we had not brought our guns ; 
as the birds^ which showed no alarm at our pre- 
sence, allowed us to pass quite close ; so near 
indeed were they to us, that we could distinguish 
wild ducks, swans, and flamingoes, besides many 
others of which we knew nothing ; and once we 
were startled by the sudden appearance of a 
flock of wild parrots, which passed close oveiw 
head, screaming most discordantly, while their 
beautiful plumage flashing in the sun, was the 
most brilliant sight imaginable. The flamingo 
we recognised by the delicate pink colour under 
the wings. 

In travelling there often arises a peculiar in>- 
terest in circumstances, which, however trivial 
in themselves, distinctly speak to the senses of a 
new and foreign land : thus, what the Andes had 
failed to do, the sight of a single bird efiected at 
once. A lofty snow ridge is, comparatively 
speaking, a familiar object, and associates itself 
with European recollections; but we* feel,. at 
once, that a bird so remarkable in its appear- 
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ance as the flamingo, can belong only to a fo* 
feign aAd different climate. 

In the evening, most of the ladies whom we 
had met at the dance last night, came to the 
house in which we were living ; but their hilarity 
seemed to have fled with the sound of the music, 
and nothing more formal or prim than they were 
can be easily imagined. They ranged themselves 
along the wall in so determined a manner, that 
it would have tried the skill of the most hardy 
tactitian to have broken their line. Presently, 
however, an accidental opening weakened their 
position, and at once did the business. In the 
end, the ladies confessed they were well pleased 
that we had thus forced them, in spite of them- 
selves, to show how agreeable they could be, even 
without the aid of a fiddle. 

Slst — Our country-party broke up to-day, to 
the great regret of us strangers, at least. The 
old gentleman, with his eldest daughter, and oiu* 
•friend of the tender conscience, together with my 
young officer and myself, formed the riding party 
to the city. The day was comparatively cool, so 
that our journey was most agreeable; and to us it 
had a double interest, since we now passed those 
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places in day-light, over which we had hdSofre 
travelled in the dark ; and it was curious to ob- 
serve how very erroneous all our impressions had 
in consequence been, of every feature of the land^ 
scape. In such ccnnpany, the road, formerly so 
tedious, was reduced to nothing ; and before we 
thought half the distance accomplished, we dis- 
covered that we were entering the grounds of our 
hospitable friends who entertained us so kindly 
a few evenings before. The lady of the house 
had, on that occasion, more than once lamented 
that, owing to its being dark, she could not show 
us her garden, the pride of her life ; she was^ 
therefore, delighted to have caught us on our 
return, and led the way with great glee to her 
favourite spot It certainly was a brilliant spec- 
tacle ; for in these climates where nature does so 
much, the least assistance multiplies the effect in 
a maimer, of which, in cold regions, we have no 
conception. But our good dame, who thought of 
nothing less than letting nature have her course, 
had planted her flowers, and cut her walks and 
borders into the form of beasts, birds, and fishes; 
not only had she displayed the figures of the ani- 
mals in a sort of relief, but she had attended mi- 
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nuteiy to the appropriate colours of each, by the 
careful distribution of the proper flowers; and, 
to do her justice, the spot looked more like a 
xoenagerie than a garden. 

We reached the bridge of Maypo at noon, 
and having made preparations for dining on the 
road, resolved to stop, during the heat of the day, 
at the Post House on the top of the bank. Our 
dinner was plain and good, and we were merrily 
eating our oUa, when a new guest stepped in; — ^a 
coarse, loud-talking impudent sort of personage, 
who seated himself unceremoniously at a vacant 
corner of the table, displayed his wallet, and drew 
forth a handful of charqu^, or jerked bee^ and 
a great lump of cheese : the beef he sent out by 
one of the guassos to be pounded between any 
two stones on the road ; and while the charqu^ 
was undergoing this primitive cookery, he cut up 
his cheese, and handed it round with the air of 
a man at the head of his own table. For my 
part, I was greatly diverted with the felloVs ease 
and impudence ; but my friends, especially the 
young lady, were shocked that I should witnesn 
5uch an intrusion, which they could not prevent; 
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for although the table was theirs, it is the privi- 
lege in this country of travellers to ai^tociat^ 
with, and claim assisttfice from one another on 
the road, without regard to distinctions of rank. 

When dinner was over, and the table was re- 
moved, the floor was spread with mattresses and 
beds preparatory to the siesta. There were not 
beds enough for every one, and this being the 
only room in the house, a momentary dilemma 
arose, but was soon settled by the lady taking 
the upper station next the wall, and placing her 
fiither by her, and so on with the rest of the 
party. Our self-elected companion, seeing a va« 
eant space, spread out one of his horse-cloths,, 
and drawing his saddle under his head, was 
asleep in a moment — an example soon followed 
by the others. 

The sun went down while we were still s 
league or two from the city, and his rays, by 
passing through the thick haze, before described^ 
shed a remarkable gold-coloured light on the ' 
^ires and domes of the churches; whilst the 
t<^s of the mountains, the highest of which were 
covered with snow, still retained the clear bnght 
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Minshine. In a short time, however, the light be- 
gan to fade, even on the highest peaks, and at 
every successive moment a change took place in 
the colour of the different ranges ; the lower ones 
first catching the golden tint, which was soon 
changed for a variety of pink, and, lastly, for a 
duM cold grey; so that the whole view in the 
eastern quarter was variegated in the most singu- 
lar manner, according to the hei^t Each ridge 
of hilb was thus prominently distinguished from 
aU the others, and its outline most distinctly dis- 
played. It was rather a disappointment to dis- 
CDY^ that our &ir companion, with all her good 
sense, had not much feeling for the magnificent 
beauties of her native spot* In reply to our re^ 
proaches on her insensibility, she said it might 
be very wrong not to admire what die saw, but 
as she had never been out of the valley in her 
Ufe, and, consequently, had no other scenery to 
eonqpare with this, she was, at least, unconsci- 
eiis of ita superiority to the rest of the world. 
. Sd^jlpril. — I rode this morning from the 
diy in company with two English gentlemen, to 
9^ a waterfall. To- attain our object, we had 
ciiixd)edfrom the plain on which Santiago stands, 
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by a long and steep path, to the height of about 
four hundred feet. We imagined ourselves to 
be mounting the side of a steep ridge, and that 
on reaching the top we should look down the 
other side on the low ground beyond. But, in- 
stead of this, we found ourselves on the level of 
a great plain joining that which we had come 
from, which appeared to be exactly at the same 
elevation with it, notwithstanding the additional 
altitude we had gained. This singular Qptical 
deception must have been caused by the extreme 
regularity of the slop in the ground from the 
point we stood upon to the plain we had left. 
The enormous scale, indeed, of every thing a- 
round us, with the dimensions of which we were 
yet far from sufficiently familiar, made it impos- 
sible to appreciate correctly either heights, dis** 
tances, or levels. 

One of the party happening to descry, at a 
distance, the country-house of a friend, we a- 
greed to try our fortune there, as we had been 
disappointed with the waterfall, which proved 
quite contemptible. The master of the house, an 
old Spaniard, was delighted to see us, and very 
kindly took us over his vineyards, and his olive 



CHILIAN COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 177 

groves. His vines, which were loaded with fruit, 
were planted in the manner of those at the Cape 
of Good Hope, in rows like gooseberry bushes, 
and supported only here and there as occasion 
required. He showed us also his wine-presses, 
and his immense cellars, along which were ran- 
ged many hundreds of Botijas, or gigantic jars, 
capable of holding, at least, a tun each. He had 
been a naval captain in his day, but having be- 
come disgusted with the service, and being of a 
quiet disposition, he had bought this place, mar- 
ried, and given up all thoughts of honour and 
glory ; so that we found him most amiably igno- 
rant of all that was passing beyond the bounda- 
ries of his estate : but with respect to machinery, 
the manufacture of wine, or" the culture of olive 
trees and vines, he was full of information, and 
caught eagerly at any hints for their improve- 
ment. 

In the evening we called on several families to 
take leave, it being our intention to return im- 
mediately to Valparaiso. At one house we were 
the only visitors; at another we could scarcely get 
in, owing to the crowd of company, and when, at 

VOL. I. M 
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length, we gained a seat near the ladies, we found 
it not easy nor agreeable to converse in our lame 
Spanish before so great an audience of natives. 
Our reception at the first house was much warm- 
er, and proved more satisfactory, and more use- 
ful to those who were anxious to improve them- 
selves in the language. At the other we saw a 
larger company, but made fewer and less valua^ 
ble acquaintances. In both, however, and I may 
say in all houses, there seemed to prevail but one 
kindly disposition to treat us with attention and 
hospitality ; and to assist us, with the most po- 
lite, friendly, and patient assiduity, in acquiring 
their language : a remark which maybe extend- 
ed to the whole coast which we visited. 

The following anecdote was, at this time, cur- 
rent in the city ; and from all we heard during 
our short stay at Santiago, we were satisfied that 
the influence of the priests had been gradually 
on the decline ; and that a more Uberal spirit, 
especially in matters of education, had recently 
been introduced, and was fast spreading over 
the country. 

A gentleman had thought fit to instruct his 
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daughter in French, — a circamstance which the 
girl, unconscious of any crime, mentioned in the 
course of her confession to the priest, who, after 
expressing the greatest horror at what he heard, 
denounced the vengeance of Heaven upon her 
and her father, refused to give her absolution, 
and sent the poor creature home in an agony of 
fear. The father soon discovered the cause, and 
after some correspondence with the confessor, 
went to the head of the Government, who sent 
for the priest, questioned him on the subject, and 
charged him with having directly interfered with 
the letter and spirit of the constitution, which 
gave encouragement to every species of learning, 
llie priest affected to carry matters with a high 
hand, and even ventured to censure the director 
for meddling with things beyond his authority. 
This was soon settled : a council was immediate* 
ly called, and the next day it was known dirough- 
out the city, that the priest had been seen cross- 
ing the frontiers, escorted by a military guard. 
An account of the whole transaction, with the 
correspondence between the parent and the con- 
fessor, was also published officially in the Ga» 
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zette, and full authority given, in future, to every 
person to teach any branch of knowledge not 
inconsistent with morals and religion. 

From the 5th of April to the 26th of May, 
we remained at Valparaiso ; but our occupations, 
however* interesting to ourselves, were not of a 
nature to be here detailed. The few leisure 
moments, which our professional avocations left 
us, were employed in making surveys ; and in as* 
tronomical observations, principally on a'comel 
which remained in sight from the 1st of April to 
the 8th of June ; and in experiments with Cajp« 
tuin Kater's pendulum, the object of which was 
to determine the figure of the earth. 

The observations on the comet were success^ 
ful, . as they furnished data for the computation 
of its orbit ; a task performed by Dr Brinkley of 
Dublin : the results have been published^ toge^ 
ther with the original observations, in the Phi- 
losophical Transactions for 1822. 
. The experiments with the pendulum were of 
a more delicate and complicated nature, and re- 
quired much care and exclusive attention. The 
circumstances under which we were placed, how- 
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eveVj deprived us of that degree of leisyre and 
abstracted thought, which this difficult and ex-» 
tensive problem requires. In all its details, how<» 
ever, it carries along with it the liveliest inte- 
rest; and only those who have been similarly 
employed can have a correct idea of the cruel 
disappointment which a cloudy night, or any 
other interruption, produces in the midst of a 
series of observations. On such occasions, when 
all our hopes were gone, and our day's labour 
wasted, for want of a few clear hours of stari- 
light, we employed the unwished»for leisure in 
visiting our neighbours near the observatory, or 
in calling on the English residents, and other 
well-mfbrmed persons. In this manner we were 
enabled to form a tolerable estimate of the state 
of political feeling at Valparaiso, where the iuir^ 
t^rcoufse with strangers was the greatest; and, 
by comparing it with that at Santiago, of which, 
also, we had now seen a good deal, to draw con- 
clusions on the grand question of the effect of 
the Revolution on public opinion throughout the 
country. 

At the port, in con9equence of the number of 
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arrivals, there is certainly to be found, occasion* 
ally, more exact information on particular points 
of foreign news than in the capital ; but, in the 
latter, there is much more general information, 
owing, no doubt, to the extensive diffusion of 
knowledge and intelligence amongst the inhabi- 
tants than at the port. They know, accordingly, 
with tolerable precision, not only what is passing 
in other parts of South America, but have a dis- 
tincter idea of European affiiirs than I had been 
led to expect; for they begin to be fully sensi*- 
ble of their own importance in tlie world, and to 
see the necessity of being acquainted with the 
proceedings of other states. To this incipient 
feeling of national dignity, they add a deep-seat- 
ed and resolute enthusiasm in favour of indepen- 
dence. 

Of civil liberty, I am not sure that the Chi- 
lians have, as yet, equally clear and correct no- 
tions ; but nothing is more decided than their 
determination not to submit again to any foreign 
yoke ; and I should conceive, from all I have 
been able to learn, that, under any circum- 
stances, the Spanish party in Chili would be 
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found small and contemptible. Every day deep- 
ens these valuable sentiments, and ivill render 
the reconquest of the country more and more re- 
mote from possibility. The present free trade, 
above all, maintains and augments these feel- 
ings ; for there is not a single arrival at the port 
which fails to bring some new article of use, or 
of luxury, or which does not serve, by lowering 
the former prices, to place within reach of the in- 
ferior ranks many things known before only to 
the wealthy ; to extend the range of comforts and 
enjoyments; and to open new sources of industry. 
Amongst a people circumstanced as the South 
Americans have been, debarred for ages from the 
advantages of commerce, this change is of the 
last importance ; and it is pleasing to reflect, that, 
while our merchants are consulting their own in- 
terests, and advancing the prosperi^ of their 
country, they are, at the same time, by stimula- 
ting at once and gratifying the wants of a great 
people, adding incalculably to the amount of hu- 
man happiness. By thus creating higher tastes, 
and new wants, they produce fresh motives to ex- 
ertion, and give more animating hopes to whol^ 
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nations, ivhich, without suph powerful and imme* 
diate ^x;citements, might, for aught we know, 
have long remained in their ancient state enlist- 
lessness and ignorance. Every man in the coun- 
try, rich or poor, not only practically feels the 
truth of this, but knows distinctly whence the adr 
vantage is derived ; and it is idle, therefore, to 
suppose that blessings which come home so di<* 
rectly to all men's feelings, and which so mani- 
festly influence their fortunes and happiness^ can 
be easily taken from them. 

There are, no doubt, many defects in the ad- 
ministration of affairs in Chili : occasioned bad 
faith, and occasional oppression ; and sometinuesi 
very inconvenient disturbances, and partial poU^. 
ti(^ changes ; but these are of no moment in so 
vast a question. The barrier which has so long 
dammed up the tide of human rights, and free 
action, has been at length removed; and tihe 
stream is assuredly not to be stopped by any 
thing from without : and what is internal, that 
might produce mischief, is rapidly improving as 
men advance in intelligence, and acquire a deep<* 
er interest in good order. An invasion, indeed^ 
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might cause much misery and confusion, smd 
tend, for a time, to keep back the moral and po- 
litical improvement of the country ; but the re- 
action would be inevitable, and, ere long, the 
outraged country would spring forwards to life 
and Uberty, with tenfold vigour. 

By means of foreign intercourse, and by the 
experience and knowledge of themselves, acqui- 
red by acting, for the first time, as freemen, they 
will come to know their own strength : by learn- 
ing also to respect themselves, which they could 
hardly haye done befcnre, they will be ready to 
respect agovemment formed of themselves; and^ 
instead of despising and hating their rulers, and 
peeking to counteract their measures, will join 
heartily in supporting them when right, or in 
exerting a salutary influence over them when 
wrong. At all events, even now, all parties 
would unite upon the least show of an attack ; 
and so the result will prove, should any thing so 
wild and unjust be attempted. 
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CHAPTER V. 

COASTING VOYAGE. 

ARICA— ANDES— YLO—MOLLENDO* 

On the 26th of May we sailed from Valparaiso, 
and proceeded along the coast to Lima. During 
the greater part of this voyage the land was in 
sight, and we had many opportunities of seeing 
not only the Andes, but other interesting features 
of the country. The sky was sometimes covered 
by a low dark unbroken cloud, overshadowing 
the sea, and resting on the tc^ of the high clifi^ 
which guard the coast ; so that the Andes, andji 
indeed, the whole country, except the immediate 
shore, were then screened from our view* But 
at some places this lofty range of cliffs was inter^^ 
sected by deep gullies, called quebradas, con- 
nected with extensive vallies stretching far into 
the interior.. At these openings we were admit* 
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ted to a view of re^ons, which, being beyond 
the limits of the cloud, and therefore exposed to 
the fiill blaze of the sun, formed a brilliant con- 
trast to the darkness and gloom in which we 
were involved. As we sailed past, and looked 
through these mysterious breaks, it seemed as if 
the eye penetrated into another world ; and had 
the darkness around us been more complete, the 
light beyond would have been equally resplen- 
dent with that of the full moon, to which every 
one was disposed to compare this most curious 
and surprising appearance. 

As the sun's rays were not, in this case, reflect- 
ed firom a bright snowy surface, but from a dark- 
coloured sand, we are furnished, by analogy, 
with an answer to the difficulties sometimes start- 
ed, with respect to the probable dark nature of 
the soil composing the moon's surface* 

'Itik ofjvme. — We anchored off Arica about 
mid-day, and on landing found the town almost 
completely deserted, and exhibiting in every 
part marks of having been recently the scene of 
military operations. The houses had been bro- 
ken open and pillaged, the doors were mostly 
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unhinged and gone, the furniture was destroyed, 
the shops and store-houses were empty. The 
first house we went to was that of the person 
styled Governor : he was stretched on a mattress 
laid on the floor, for no bed-stead or other ve9i> 
tige of furniture wa£; lefl ; and he was suffering 
under the cold fit of an ague. His wife and 
daughter were in an adjoining room, where they 
had collected a few friends ; but they looked most 
disconsolate and miserable. The town had beeii 
attacked by a Patriot force, and had, as usual, 
suffered by being made the scene of conflict* 
Most of the people had fled to tEe interior, and 
the empty streets and houses gave a silent deso- 
lation to the place, which was very striking. Such 
of the inhabitants as were obliged to remain, ew 
ther from sickness or from other causes, were re^ 
duced to severe privations. We saw some fami-» 
lies that had not a table nor a bed lefl, nor a chair 
to offer us when we entered ; and the governor's 
wife declared she had not a change of dress r 
her daughter was in the same distress ; a pretty 
little round-faced modest girl, whose attempts 
(o tie a piece of a handkerchief round her neck^ 
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in dbie absence of all her wonted finery, was af^ 
fecting enough. The people in general were 
silent, with an air of deep-settled anger on their 
countenances. That species of grief which breaks 
out in fretfulness and complaint is not characte- 
ristic either of the Spaniards or their descen- 
dants ; and I have invariably observed amongst 
both a great degree of composure in their sorrow. 
An English gentleman, who was passenger in 
the Conway, having letters to deliver to a Spa^ 
nish merchant, we hunted long for him amongst 
the desolate streets, and at length learned that 
he, like the rest, had fled to the interior. We 
had some difiiculty in getting mounted, but at 
length set off in quest of the Spaniard up the 
valley of Arica, the country round which is, in 
the truest sense of the word, a desert ; being co^ 
vered with sand as far as the eye can reach, 
without the slightest trace or hope of vegetation* 
The ground is varied by high ridges, immense 
rounded knolls, and long fiat steppes, and far o£^ 
we get occasional glimpses of the )ower ranges 
of the Andes, but, high and low, they are all 
alike, — one bleak, comfortless, miserable, sand/ 
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waste. Tlie colour of the ground is sometunetf 
black, generally of a ddrk brown, and here and 
there a streak of white occurs ; but nothing more 
barren, forlorn, or uninhabitable, was ever seen* 
Nor can it be well conceived without being wit* 
nessed ; at least all the ideas I had formed of 
such a scene fell infinitely short of the reality; 
which had the effect of depressing the spirits in 
a remarkable degree, and inspiring a horror 
which it is difiicult to describe or account for. 

In the middle of the valley ran a small stream 
of water, accompanied in its course through the 
desert by a strip of rich green, infinitely gratefiil 
to the eye, from the repose it afforded, after look- 
ing over the surrounding country. The road 
was judiciously carried amongst the trees, near 
the margin of the stream ; and so luxuriant was 
the vegetation, that we fairly lost sight of the 
neighbouring hills amongst the great leaves of 
the banana, and the thick bushy cotton trees, the 
pods of which were in full blossom. 

Being in quest of adventures, we rode up to 
the first house we came to, which we found oc- 
cupied by a respectable old Don, a merchant of 
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Arica, who had been totally ruined by the recent 
events of the war. He described the battles to 
us, and in very affecting terms recounted his own 
misfortunes) and, what seemed to distress him 
more, the loss of a great quantity of property be- 
longing to others, entrusted to his care. His &- 
mily were about him, but they were equally des- 
titute; and the picture was every moment height* 
ened by some little touch of distress, too trifling 
to be described, or to be thought much of at a 
distance. There is a romantic or picturesque 
sort of interest which belongs to well-described 
distress, that has no existence in the reality. In 
the one case, a multitude of small well-told cir- 
cumstances, by giving force and apparent truth 
of effect to the imaginary picture, render it plea- 
sing ; but the very same circumstances, when ac- 
tually witnessed, produce a totally opposite emo- 
tion. The universal look of sorrow, for example, 
the total discomfort, the pitiable make-shifts, the 
absence of ease and cheerfulness, the silence, the 
disordered aspect of every thing, the misplaced 
furniture, the neglected dress, and innumerable 
other details, all produce at the time a painful 
degree of commiseration for the sufferers ; wide- 
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ly different from the pleasing sort of pity which 
description excites* 

After a long search we discovered the house 
of the Spaniard we were in quest of; an elderly 
man^ who laughed and joked about the recent 
disasters in a manner that at first surprised us 
exceedingly; but we soon saw that it was the 
wild mirth of despair, a sort of feverish delirium j 
for hC) too, was utterly ruined and broken-heai^ 
ed ; and soon relapsed, from the excitement our 
presence had caused, into a gloomy despon- 
dency* Whilst he and the gentleman, who had 
brought him letters, were discussing their busi- 
ness^ I made acquaintance with a pretty little 
brown damsel, upon whom the distress of the 
times had fallen but lightly; for she smiled 
through all, and seemed very happy. She was 
a clever and conversible person, but resisted, 
with great adroitness, all our attempts to make 
out in what relation she stood to the master of 
the house ; leaving us in doubt whether she was 
his wife, his mistress, his daughter, or his maid. 
She showed us over the beautiful garden and 
dressed grounds round the house ; and we were 
^ell pleased to have our thoughts taken off the 
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pfliafttl fttreitfh in which they had been kept all 
day by the conli&DQplation of so much wretched- 
ness and unxne^ted calmnil^r. 

On returning to the town, we paid a visit to 
the curatey who showed us the church which 
bad been sacriieg^ousLy broken open : the whole 
place, in fact, eaceited such a feeling of horror, 
that we wece yery giad to get (^ board again to 
a scaie of order; and peace^ and coni&rt* 

8I!A qfJtme.'^A party was again made to visit 
the valley, and we rode several l^s^ues &rther 
than we did yesterday, the people every w^re 
receiving us with kindness and hospitality; anfl 
the more we receded from the town, where die 
resistance had been made, the fewier symptoms^ 
of the w^r were to be seen* They entertained 
us generally with delicious fruits, and a ismaU 
clear whi^te wi^e made on die spot ; they placed 
be&re us also olives^ some fresh, a^id others salt- 
ed, hiat both in their ripe state, and full pf oil ; 
these are eaten with bread, and small idices of 
raw onions. At another house they gave us wa- 
ter melons of the richest and juiciest kind, which 
they ^at along with cheese and a sour kind x>f 
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plum. Their tables were placed in a verandah, 
or in a covered court, left open on all sides, and 
here and there in the roof also, to allow the 
breeze to pass ireely through. The houses were 
built of sun^-dried bricks, plastered with mud, 
and thatched with palm leaves ; and their exter- 
nal appearance was shabby enough, which we re- 
gretted the more, from their being so beautiful- 
ly situated ; generally under the shade of some 
great tree, and thickly begirt with bananas, figs, 
and other tropical fruit trees, and guarded by 
hedges of magnificent aloes, and nopals, or prickr 
ly pears. The gentle stream of water hissed a- 
lohg the sand in its course through the grounds, 
which owed all their fertility and beauty to its 
influence. Ten minutes walk on either side of 
the rivulet brought us to the edge of the desert, 
condemned, for want of moisture, to perpetual 
sterility ; and, indeed, along the whole coast of 
Peru, no rain ever falls, though at some few 
places the soil is occasionally refreshed by mists 
and dews. 

TTie tract of country, which is an irremediable 
desert, may be said to extend for more than sixr 
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teen hundred miles along the shores washed by 
the Pacific; that is, firom Coquimbo in Chili, 
nearly to the entrance of the Guayaquil RiveF| 
or from 4^ to SO^ south latitude. This vast and 
desolate region whichlies between the great chain 
of the Andes and the sea, varies in breadth froin 
thirty to a hundred miles, and is traversed by 
very few rivers, none of them of any magiiitude: 
wherever a stream does occur, the adjacent soil 
of the valley becomes capable of the highest cul- 
tivation ; but except at these rare spots, no trees 
are found, and the scenery is every where unin- 
teresting. The barren high country along the 
inner margin of this uninterrupted desert is rich 
in'mineral treasures ; and there prevails, in con- 
sequence, an idle notion in the country, that na- 
ture, in such cases, capriciously withholds her 
treasures from the surface ; and ccmversely, 
when the country is capable of high cultivation, 
denies to it the riches of the mine. Such is the 
stubborn nature of prejudice and error once ad- 
mitted, that although this absurd notion is con- 
tradicted by a thousand well-known facts, the 
multitude still go on repeating the fallacy, and 
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reasoning upon it with the same confidence as if 
it were true. 

, On the dth of Jime we sailed from Arica, and 
steered along shore to the north-west. In the 
iBvening of that day we had a fine view of the 
Cordil]^*a, or Hgfaest ridge of the mountain^ 
ioot less tha^ between eighty and a hundred miles 
olr» It was <mly when the ^bip was at a consi- 
d^aUe distance from the shore that the higher 
-Andes came in sights for when near to it^ the 
lower ranges, themselves of great height, inter- 
cepted the remote view« But wh^i we stretch- 
ed off thirty or forty miles, these intermediate 
ridges sunk into insignificance, while the •diain 
<^ snowy peaks rose in great magnificence be- 
hind them. It sometimes even happened that 
the lower ranges, which had entirely obstrilcted 
the view of the Cordm^a, when viewed at no 
great distance from the coast, were actindly sunk 
below the horizon, by the curvature of the eardi, 
when the distant ridges were still distuictly in 
sight, aBd mo]% magnifio^lt than ever. We 
were occaisionally surprised, when we had little 
expectation of seeing the Cordillera, to bd^Did 
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their snowy tops towering above the clouds, and 
apparently so close^ that it required a consider- 
able degree of experience, and a strong effort of 
r^ison, to remove them in imagination to their 
real distance. At first we were disappointed to 
find them so much lower than we had anticipa*- 
ted ; but this arose from a misconception of their 
distance, and gave way gradually to the hi^est 
admiration, when we became sensible by mea- 
surements, and by due reflection, how far they 
were from us. We made observations on some^ 
which, thbu^ upwards of a hundred and thirty 
miles ofi^, were quite distinctly visible. 

The pleasure which this constant view of the 
Andes afibrded is not to be described ; and we 
watched every morning for the day to break with 
the greatest anxiety, certain of the highest grati*- 
fication. Our enjoyment firom this source was at 
times very short lived, at others it lasted through*- 
out the whole day. One morning, in particular, 
we were much mortified when the day dawned, 
to see no mountains in the eastern quarter ; since 
we were not above a hundred miles from the 
shore ; no land, however, could be distinguish- 
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ed. Presently the sun began to show himself 
above the horizon, and I have no language to 
tell the degree of interest which was excited, 
when we discovered on his disk, as he rose, the 
outline of a distant summit of the Cordillera 
clearly and sharply traced ; but which was so far 
removed as to be totally invisible, except at this 
moment, when, being interposed between us and 
the sun, it intercepted a portion of his light, dis^ 
closed its situation for a few seconds, and then 
vanished again into thin air. 
' Our thoughts, however, were at this stage of 
the voyage called off from matters of taste and 
curiosity, by a series of anxious official duties 
connected with the British trade on this part of 
the coast. As I do not feel myself at liberty 
to enter into any of the details of these proceed- 
ings, I shall omit all mention of them, and pass 
on to matters, perhaps, of less interest, but more 
immediately characteristic of the country and 
times. 

On the 12th of Jisaewe anchored at Ylo, a town 
which, as well as Arica, is often celebrated in 
the voyages of Dampier and the old Buccaneers. 



YLO. 199 

We landed at a little sandy beach, sheltered 
from the swell of the sea by a reef of rocks, on 
which the surf broke with prodigious violence, 
and covered half the bay with foam. We were 
greeted by two men and a woman : the lady was 
evidently a native : her two companions also 
were deeply dyed with aborigioal blood; one 
was a young and active man, the other an old 
iragged beggar-like person. I asked the first to 
point out the Alcalde's house. <^ This is the 
Alcalde himself," said he, pointing to his aged 
compani<m; and certainly of all the c<«istituted 
authorities whom we had to deal with on the 
shores of the Pacific, the ' Alcalde or Mayor' of 
Ylo was the least like what the imagination con- 
ceives of a chief magistrate. But things must 
be judged with reference to their mutual fitness ; 
and in this view, our shabby Alcalde was appro- 
priate to his office ; for in his town we encoun- 
tered only three living things — a half-dressed 
wild-looking Patriot soldier — an Indian from 
the mountains, asleep in the middle of the street 
— and a lean, half-starved, solitary jackass. Most 
of the houses were without doors, so that the 
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sand drifted through theiii at ev^ry bkst of the 
sea-breeze, which had just i^ in* A walk of 
five minutes brou^t us to an olitB grove, un^ 
der the shade of which we trode <m a rieh coat^- 
ing of grass ; a»d after wandering a little out- 
wards, we reached a rivulet completely arehed 
over by trees ; the branches of which meeting 
above the stream, were iliterlaced and matted 
toother by innumerable creepers; and overlaid 
with so thick a mantle of leaves and blossoms^ 
that not a single ray of the sun was permitted to 
reach the water. A little path conducted us to 
an opening in this verdant screen, where a rude 
brklge, fdttned of two trees, laid from side to 
side, invited us to cross, although we saw no 
house, nor living creature. We had hardly 
reached die <^posite bank, when a cock crowed, 
and Wg ft>und bnrselves, in the next m<Mnent, 
clo.^ tb a cottage completely enveloped in the 
lulcuriant foliage I have be^i describing. 

A fine xAd dame pres^ted herself, and al- 
though, no doubt, Somewhat surprised at the 
sight of visitors 1^ unexpected, she welcomed us 
with that intuitive sort of politeness which cha- 



MOLLKNDO. tOl 

racterizes die whole population of the South A«- 
merican coast Having spread mats on the grass 
for us, she sent her sons to> collect guavas, and 
brought out a little bottle of aguardiente, that 
we might refresh ourselves after our walk ; and 
aU with such sknple earnestness of good will, 
that we knew not how to express our obligations, 
or to offer any adequate return. 

On our way back, the Alcalde told us the 
cause of the present deserted state of the town, 
and described the miseries of the war in language 
which showed him worthy of a higher office. 
We invited him to go on board the Conway, 
but could not prevail upon him to accompany 
us. 

In the evening we got under weigh, and, in 
the coarse of the night, stole gently along shore 
by means of the land-wind, which was just suf- 
ficient to fill the sails, dripping wet with the 
heavy dew. In the morning of the I3th of June 
we anchored in the open roads of Mollendo, for 
there are no harbours im this coast ; a circumr 
stance nearly immaterial, since the wind is at 
ways so gentle, that ships anchor and lie ex- 
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posed in perfect security. The water being 
deep, vesfiels are obliged to approach the shores 
within a quarter of a mile, before they can find 
anchoring ground ; and, as there is nothing to 
break the prodigious sweU which rolls in from 
the Pacific against the rocky coast, a surf is 
caused of enormous magnitude, which dashes 
up and roars along the base of the cliffs in the 
most terrific manner, trying the nerves of stran- 
gers, who, in spite of their conviction that all is 
safe, and that no storm will occur, cannot at 
once divest themselves of the most disagreeable 
associations, connected with a shore so formi^ 
dable in appearance. 

The operaticm of landing, at such a place, is 
both difficult and dangerous, especially at the 
fiill and change of the moon, when the swell is 
always much increased ; a remark which applies 
to the whole coast. I had been told that, ships' 
boats seldom succeeded in crossing the surf, and 
that the balsa, or canoe of the country, was the 
proper thing to use; I made the experiment, 
however, in my own*boat, which was according- 
ly swamped, and I got soundly ducked for my 
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pains. The balsa, which we employed ever af- 
terwards, is made of two entire seal-skins infla- 
ted, placed side by side, and connected by cross 
pieces of wood, and strong lashings of thongs ; 
over all a platform of cane mats forms a sort of 
deck, about four feet wide, and six or eight feet 
long* At one end the person who manages the 
balsa kneels down, and by means of a double- 
bladed paddle, which he holds by the middle, 
and strikes alternately <m each side, moves it 
swiftly along ; the passengers, or goods, being 
placed on the platform behind him. The buoy- 
ancy of these balsas enables them to cross the 
surf in safety, and without wetting the passen- 
gers, at times when an ordinary boat would in- 
evitably be swamped. All the goods which go 
to the interior, at this part of the coast, are 
landed in this manner. The great bars of sil- 
ver, and the bags of dollars also, which are ship- 
ped in return for the merchandise landed, pass 
through the surf on these tender, though secure 
conveyances. 

The Alcalde, or Governor, was a more digni- 
fied personage than our friend at Ylo, in as much 
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as he had under him a gudrd of siit soldiers, and 
a population of nearly one hundred souls. As 
he treated us in the best manner he could, it was 
but common civility to give him and his &iends 
a dinner in return. Such grotesque-looking 
company, however, having rarely been seen be- 
fore to enter the cabin, many a smile was raised 
on board the ship at the expense of the captaiii 
and his guests. 

The town of MoUendo, which is the sea-port 
of the great city of Arequipa, sixty miles inland, 
consists of forty or fifty huts built of reed mats; 
without any coating of mud, as the climate re- 
quires no exclusion of air. Each hut is sur- 
rounded by a deep shady verandah, and is cover- 
ed by a flat cane roof. There are no windows ; 
and, of course, tio chimneys ; and the doors, like 
the walls, are of basket-work. The original 
ground, with all its inequalities, forms the floors, 
—in short, a more primitive town was never 
built. The inhabitants of this rude sea^port 
were kind, and remarkably gentle in their man- 
ners. All the women were small, but elegantly 
fermed ; with fine black eyes and a bright cop- 
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per complexion; very Peruvian-looking; and, 
though extremely lively, and even merry when 
encouraged, they seemed so timorous and sensi- 
tive, that at first we were afraid to speak to them, 
lest they should fly oiFlike so many startled deer. 

We wished next day to walk over the coun- 
try, and, if possible, to reach the top of one of 
the hills in the neighbourhood ; but the ground 
being covered with a snow-white powder, threw 
up so disagreeable a reflection, that we were 
forced to return half blinded by the glare, and 
choked with dust. This powder, which^ we 
were informed, was many years ago thrown out 
from the great volcano of Arequipa, covers the 
whole country to a considerable extent. 

On the 20th we left Mollendo, and sailed a*- 
long the coast with afresh andfair wind, tiU the 
evening of the 24th of June ; when we anchored 
in Callao Roads, after a passage of twenty-nine 
days from Valparaiso. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
PERU. 

OCCUPATION OF LIMA BT THB PATRIOTS. 

In our absence, the campaign had made con- 
siderable progress in Peru, and the Viceroy^ 
pressed severely by want, and menaced by the 
growing enmity of the districts surrounding the 
capital, had requested an armistice. This was 
agreed to by San Martin, and hostilities had 
ceased for two months, during which the respec- 
tive deputies frequently met, and many projects 
for an accommodation were discussed, without 
any satisfactory result. The object which the 
Spaniards seemed desh-ous of attaining was, that 
an appeal to the mother country should be made 
by the Colonists, and that, in the mean time, a 
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truce should be agreed upon, until the Cortes 
had considered the petition of the inhabitants. 
San Martin, on the other hand, considered the 
independence of the country a sine qua non, 
which must precede any other arrangement what* 
soever. The expedition entrusted to his com- 
mand, he said, had the independence of Peru for 
its express object ; and he could never allow that 
point to be relinquished or modified in any shape. 
If this were once admitted by the Spaniards, and 
received throughout the country, San Martin 
declared himself ready to enter^into any terms, 
and even offered to go in person to Spain, as 
one of the deputies, to treat with the Cortes. 
The Viceroy also, to prove an equal anxiety that 
some terms of accommodation should be arran- 
ged, ofiered to give up the Castle of Callao as a 
guarantee for his sincerity, in the event of his 
proposal for a truce being agreed to. 

All these different propositions, however, led 
to nothing, and the armistice was dissolved a- 
bout the time of our arrival. The first news we 
heard was, that the Royalist army meant to a- 
bandon the capital, and to retire to the interior. 



where they were more certain pf supplies^ This 
truth probably was, that the revottttlonary prlu- 
ciples disseminated by San Martin had taken 
such deep root in Lima, and the surrounding 
country ; that the Viceroy felt himself insecure 
in that quarter ; and was willing to try a dxS^ 
rent mode of warfare, after having in Tain eat 
deavoured to stem the torrent of new opinicms 
which the expedition had introduced. He welt 
knew, that San Martin's great art ccHisisted in 
winning to his cause all persons within hisreacht 
and in stimulating them to assert their claim to 
independence. The policy of the Royalists^ 
therefore, required that some change of plan 
should be adopted, and it was resolved to yield 
for the present to the storm. Whether these 
were the Vicero/s real motives or not, is imma- 
terial. I had better and more frequent oppor* 
timities of hearing what were General San Mar- 
tin's views, and I therefore give them with more 
confidence. How far his professions were sin- 
cere, or, if sincere, his plans were wise,^ it is 
very difficult to say. They certainly appesured 
to many people very judicious at the time^ as 
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they were uniformly followed by the success 
which he anticipated ; and I am free to confess, 
that whatever may have been his subsequent 
^»>nduct, his measures, at this juncture, seemed 
to me to be marked with much sagacity, pru« 
dence, and fi^resight The political maxims, by 
which he professed to be guided, will be given in 
detail, as well as his subsequent conduct; and 
although it be true, that they were not eventual- 
ly found consistent with each other, his original 
plan€i and professions^ were not, on that account 
alone, the less judicious ov appropriate to the 
particular times. It is my present purpose to 
describe merely what I actually saw, accompar 
nied by such reflections only as seem calculated 
to give clearness to that description, without the 
most distant view to the advancement of any 
party-question, or political controversy. Even 
had my opportunities enabled me to collect ade- 
quate information respecting all that was passing 
at the mcmieht, I most still have left the inquiry 
incomplete, on quitting the spot. 

25/'A of June. — I had an interview this day 
with Greneral San Martin, on board a little 
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schooner, a yacht of his own, anchored in Cal- 
lao Roads for the convenience of communicating 
with the deputies, who, during the armistice, 
had held their sittings on board a ship in the 
anchorage. 

There was little, at first sight, in his appear- 
ance to engage the attention ; but when he rose 
up and began to speak, his superiority was ap- 
parent. He received us in very homely style, 
on the deck of his vessel, dressed in a loose sur- 
tout coat, and a large fur cap, and seated at a 
table made of a few loose planks laid along the top 
of some empty casks. He is a tall, erect, well- 
proportioned handsome man, with a large aqui- 
line nose, thick black hair, and immense bushy 
dark whiskers, extending from ear to ear under 
the chin ; his complexion is deep olive, and his 
eye, which is large, prominent, and piercing, is 
-jet black ; his whole appearance being highly 
military. He is thoroughly well-bred, and un- 
affectedly simple in his manners ; exceedingly 
cordial and engaging, and possessed evidently 
of great kindliness of disposition : in short, I 
have never seen any person, the enchantment of 
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whose address was more irresistible. In con- 
versation he went at once to the strong points 
of the topic, disdaining, as it were, to trifle with 
its minor parts ; he listened earnestly, and re- 
plied with distinctness and fairness, showing 
wonderful resources in argument, and a most 
happy fertility of illustration ; the efiect of which 
was, to make his audience feel they were under- 
stood in the sense they wished. Yet there ivas 
nothing showy or ingenious in his discourse; 
and he certainly seemed, at all times, perfectly 
in earnest, and deeply possessed with his subject. 
At times his animation rose to a high pitch; 
when the flash of his eye, and the whole turn of 
his expression, became so exceedingly energetic 
as to rivet the attention of his audience beyond 
the possibility of evading his arguments. This 
was most remarkable when the topic was poli- 
tics ; on which subject, I consider myself fortu- 
nate in having heard him express himself fre- 
quently. But bis quiet manner was not less 
striking, and indicative of a mind of no ordi- 
nary stamp : he could even be playful and fa- 
miliar, when such was the tone of the moment; 
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and whatever effect the subsequent possession 
of great political power may have bad on his 
mind, I feel confident that his natural disposi'' 
tion is kind and benevolent. 

During the first visit I paid to Sw Martini 
several persons came privately from ILiima to 
discu)5s the state of affairs, upon which occasion 
his views and feelings were distinctly stated; 
a^d I i^w nothii\g in his conduct afterwards to 
cast a doubt upon the sincerity with which he 
then spoke. The contest in Peru, he said, was 
not of axk ordinary description — ^not a war of 
conquest and glory, but entirely of opinion ; it 
was a war of new and liberal principles against 
prejudice, bigotry, and tyraimy. " People ask," 
siaid San Martin, " why I don't march to Lima 
a^t once ; so I might, and instantly would, were 
it siiitable to my views— ^which it is not I do 
not want military renown — I have no ambition 
to be the conqueror of Peru— »-I want solely to 
liberate the country from oppression. Of what 
use would Lima be to me, if the inhabitants were 
hostile in political sentiment ? How could the 
cause pf independence be advanced by my hold- 
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ing Lima, or even the whole country^ in military 
possession? Far diflFerent are my views. I wish to 
have all men thinking with me, and do not choose 
to advance a step beyond the gradual march of 
public opinion ; the capital being now ripe for 
declaring its sentiments, I shall give them the 
opportunity of doing so in safety. It was in sure 
expectation of this moment that I have hereto^ 
fore deferred advancing ; and to those who know 
the full extent of the means which have been 
put in action, a sufficient explanation is afford- 
ed of all the delays that have taken place. I 
have been gaining, indeed, day by day, fresh 
allies in the hearts of the people. In the secon- 
dary point of military strength, I have been, 
from the same causes, equally successful in aug- 
menting and improving the liberating army; 
while that of the Spaniards has been wasted by 
want and desertion. The country has now be- 
come sensible of its own interest, and it is right 
the inhabitants should have the means of express- 
ing what they think. Public opinion is an en- 
gine newly introduced into thisf country; the 
Spaniards, incapable of directing it, have prohi- 
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bited its use ; but they shall now experience its 
strength and importance.*' 

On another occasion I heard San Martin ex- 
plain the peculiar necessity there was for acting 
in this cautious, and, as it were, tardy manner, 
in revolutionizing Peru, Its geographical situa- 
tion had, in his opinion, great influence in con- 
tinuing that state of ignorance so favourable to 
the mistaken policy of the Spaniards ; long after 
the other countries of South America had awa- 
kened from their apathy. Buenos Ayres, from 
its vicinity to the Cape of Good Hope, and the 
facility of intercourse between it and Europe, 
had many years before acquired the means of 
gaining information, which had not yet reached 
Peru. Chili originally derived her knowledge 
through Buenos Ayres, but more recently by di- 
rect communication from England and North 
America. Columbia, although the scene of ter- 
rible wars, had the advantage of being near the 
West Indies and North America ; and Mexico 
was also in constant communication with those 
places, as well as Europe. Thus they had all 
more or less enjoyed opportunities of obtaining 
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much useful knowledge, during times little fa- 
vourable, it is true, to its culture, but which did 
not, indeed could not, prevent its influence from 
being salutary. In Peru, however, cut off un- 
fortunately by nature from direct communica- 
tion with the more enlightened countries of the 
earth, it was only very recently that the first rays 
of knowledge had pierced through the clouds of 
error and superstition ; and the people were still 
not only very ignorant of their own rights, but 
required time and encouragement to learn how 
to think justly on the subject To have taken 
the capital, by a coup de main, therefore, would 
have answered no purpose, and would probably 
have, irritated the people, and induced them to 
resist the arms of the Patriots, from a miscon- 
ception of their real intentions. 

The gradual progress of intelligence in the 
other states of South America, said San Martin, 
had insensibly prepared the people's minds for 
the revolution. In Chili and elsewhere, the 
mine had been silently charged, and the train 
required only to be touched ; — ^in Peru, where 
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which spread amongst them m the most extra- 
ordmary mamier. 

I had gone to the ship in the morning, but 
hearing that the capital was certainly to be de- 
serted by the Royalists next day, and wishing to 
be near the British merchants, whom I had re* 
commended, come what might, to stay by theii" 
property in Lima; I landed, and proceeded a- 
long the Callao road* It was with no smaU 
difficulty that I could make head against the 
crowd of fugitives coming in the opposite direc- 
tion : groups of people on foot, in carts, on 
horseback, hurried past; men, women, and child- 
ren, with horses and mules, and nuinbers of 
slaves laden with baggage and other valuables, 
travelled indiscriminately along, and all was out- 
cry and confusion. 

In the city itself the consternation was exces- 
sive : the men were pacing about in fearfid 
doubt what was to be done ; the women were 
flying in all directions towards the convents; 
and the narrow streets were literally choked up 
with loaded waggons and mules, and mounted 
horsemen. All night long the confusion con- 
tinued ; and at day break the Viceroy marched 
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out with his troops, not leaving even a single 
sentinel over the powder magazine. Up to this 
moment many people, with a strange degree of 
incredulity, arising out of long cherished preju- 
dice and pride, would not believe that such events 
were possible : when the moment actually ar-» 
rived, their despair became immeasurable, and 
they fled away like the rest For an hour or 
two after the Viceroy's departure the streets were 
filled with fugitives ; but by mid-day scarcely an 
individual was to be seen ; and in the course of 
the afternoon I accompanied one of the English 
merchants, during a walk of more than a mile, 
through the most populous parts of Lima, with- 
out meeting a single individual : the doors were 
all barred, the window-shiitters closed, and it 
really seemed some vast city of the dead. 

An indistinct dread of some terrible catastro- 
phe was the principal cause of this universal pa- 
nic : but there was a definite source of alarm be- 
sides, which contributed considerably to the ex- 
traordinary efiect which I have been describing. 
This was a belief, industriously propagated, and 
caught up with all the diseased eagerness of fear, 
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that the slave population of the city meant to 
take advantage of the absence of the troops, to 
rise in a body and massacre the whites. I could 
not, for one, bring myself to suppose this at all 
probable ; for the slaves had never any leisure 
to plan such a scheme : their habits were not those 
of union or enterprise, for they were all domestic 
servants, and thinly scattered over an immense 
city^ with very rare opportunities of ccmfidential 
intercourse. Had the panic, however, been less 
general, andnotspread itself over all classes, from 
the highest to the lowest, there might have been 
some grounds to apprehend a riot, or other mis^ 
chief, from the mob attacking the houses of ob<* 
noxious individuals ; but as all the inhabitants 
were equally under the influence of terror, there 
was no one left to take advantage of the moment* 
The Viceroy, on leaving Lima, had nominated 
the Marquis of Montemire as governor of the 
eity ; and the selection was a judicious one, for 
this old nobleman, independently of being a 
native of the place, was so universally esteem-^ 
ed, that his influence was likely to prove 
most beneficial to the city at this juncture. In 
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the course ot the day» be sent for such of the 
principal inhabitants as had not fled to Callao^ 
in order to consult with them on the measures to 
be taken for securing the peace of the town. As 
the British merchants had no trifling interest in 
this question, I considered it right to be present 
at this meeting, where I found a strange assem* 
hly of pe<^le. 

Some came to learn the news, others to sug* 
gest plans ; and aU to talk, smoke their segars, 
and do nothing. Many whose politics had ob- 
liged them to keep out of sight for a long time» 
now came forward from their places of conceal- 
ment ; and many whose authority had a few days 
before carried all before it> now looked sadly 
crest-fallen. Some expressed the greatest alarm ; 
some sorrow ; others were exulting and congra- 
tulating one another on the consummation of 
their political hopes ; and some bustled about a* 
mongst the crowd, merely to say how very much 
they were in doubt what ought to be done. My 
old acquaintance, the ex-inquisitor, whom I had 
met in the same house in February last, was 
there amcmgst the rest, but was treated with a 
contempt that very clearly proved his occupa- 
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tion to be gone. On the other hand, I recog^^ 
nised a strange little man, folded up in an old 
dingy Spanish cloak, with a broad-brimmed yel- 
.low hat, hooked loosely on one comer of his 
small square head, and shadowing a face plas- 
tered all over with snuff, which, in the vehe- 
mence of his agitation, he flung at his nose in 
handfuls ; but through this forbidding exterior 
it was easy to perceive, by the flash of his eye, 
and the sarcastic turn of his expression, a pro- 
mise of intellect far beyond that of the people 
about him. He had been formerly pointed out 
to me in the streets as a furious republican, who 
had been with difficulty restrained by his friends 
from breaking out too soon : his active intrigues, 
it was also said, had essentially contributed to 
that revolution in public sentiment which had 
been gradually accomplished in Lima. 

Among Spaniards no business is ever done on 
such occasions without much talk ; the tendency 
of which generally is to avoid meeting the ques- 
tion. Accordingly, the state of the times was 
canvassed and recanvassed, but the main point 
at issue, namely, what was to be done, was per- 
versely kept on one side. By an unanimous vote, 
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however, the late rtilers of the city were stig- 
matized, in no very measured terms, as havmg 
proved themselves traitors to their country. 

In the midst of this universal confusion and 
doubt, the minutest points of etiquette were not 
forgotten : the new governor had to receive a 
visit of ceremony from the Cabildo, or town- 
council; — ^from the Consulado, or commercial 
board ; — and so on through all the public bo- 
dies, or, at least, from as many of the members as 
remained in the city. In these idle forms much 
time was lost; and the day was wearing fast a- 
way, when the necessity of doing something, and 
that speedily, became too obvious to be longer 
neglected, even by men never known to act 
promptly in their lives. At the suggestion of the 
little republican, whose indignation at these ab 
surd delays was roused to the highest pitch, a 
short letter was written to San Martin, inviting 
him to enter the city, to protect it from the im- 
minent dangers by which it was threatened. It 
was not only of the slaves and of the mob that 
people were afraid ; but with more reason, of the 
multitude of armed Indians surrounding the city. 
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whO) although under the orders of San Martin's 
officers, were savage and undiscqilined troops^ 
and very, likely to enter the place in a body as 
soon as the l^aniards had gone. These Indian 
auxiliaries were so near that we could see them 
distinctly from the streets, perched along the 
heights overhanging the town. The rest of the 
Patriot army, also in sight, from Lima, formed a 
semicircle round the northern side of the city, 
ready to march in at a moment's warning. 

The most profound stillness reigned over thtt 
capital during the night ; and next morning the 
same party assembled at the governor's as €m 
the preceding day, in order to receive San Mar- 
tin's answer. It was brief, but admirably in 
point, stating merely the terms upon which he 
was willing to enter the city with his army, 
should it be the real wish of the inhabitants to 
declare their independence. He had no de- 
sire, he told them, to enter the capital as a 
conqueror, and would not come unless express- 
ly invited by the people themselves. In the 
meanwhile, however, to prevent any disturbance 
in the city, and to give the inhabitants leisure 
to consider in security the terms h^ now put 
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to them, he added, that orders had been se&t to 
the troops fnurounding Lima to obey implicitly the 
directions of the governor, who might dispose of 
all or any part of the forces as he pleased, with- 
out reference to himself. 

This conduct, it may be said, was evidently the 
most judicious, on every account, that could have 
been adopted: but it is so seldom diat men in 
real Me recdkct, on such tempting occasions, 
those masims at other times so obvious, which 
stand between them and a display of their pow^ ; 
that the Limenians were quite takrai by surprise ; 
and could scarcely believe it possible, that they 
should be so treated by a man whom they had been 
taught to consideras an enemy. His answer, there* 
ibre, was considered as somewhat chivalrous ; and 
certainly it was v^ G<msiderate of the feelings of 
the citizens. After discussing it for some time, 
however, a doubt was started iis to its sincerity ; 
and one of the company went so far as to suggest 
that the whole was a mockery of their distress, 
and that, in a few hours, San Martin would be 
entering the city at the head of his troops to pil- 
lage and lay it waste. Upon this motion being 
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suggested, the little old gentleman irho had been 
so active during the consultations of yesterday, 
proposed that the matter should be put to the 
proof by the governor sending an order to some 
of the troops investing the town ; and the result 
would at once show oil what ground they stood. 
Accordingly, an order was written by the gover- 
nor to the commanding-ofBcer of a regiment of ca- 
valry, stationed within a mile of the gates, dcsi- 
ring him instantly to remove one league further 
from the city. Cgnsiderable anxiety prevailed du- 
ring the absence of the messenger, and great sur- 
prise and satisfaction when he returned to say, 
that the officer, immediately on receiving the or- 
der, broke up his quarters, and never halted till 
the regiment had reached the required distance. 
The news of this delegated power being in the 
hands of the governor, and the ready obedience 
of the troops, flew rapidly through Lima, and put 
an end to every idea of insurrection among the 
slaves, or of riotous behaviour on the part of the 
mob. It instantly restored confidence to every one, 
and put the whole society into good humour with 
San Martin. For although it was obvious that 

15 



BESTORATtOK OF TRANQUILLITY. 227 

the governor could not turn the power thus pkced 
in his hands to any improper use, yet every one 
felt there was something noble and generous in this 
show of confidence in people so recently his foes, 
and so completely at his mercy. His subsequent 
forbearance in not marching the army^into the city 
was a measure no less courteous and judicious : 
it not only spared the inhabitants the humiliation 
of a triumph, but kept his own troops out of the 
reach of temptation at a moment the most danger- 
ous of all perhaps to good discipline. It was not, 
indeed, until the dty had been completely tran- 
quillized, a vigorous police established, and many 
small parties of chosen soldiers introduced under 
the command of careful officers, that the body of 
the troops were permitted to come near, or even 
to hold any communication with the city. 

In a day or two everything was restored to its 
ordinary state ; the shops were again opened ; the 
women were seen in every quarter stealing out of 
the convents ; the men ventured forth to smoke 
their segars in the Plaza ; the streets were lined 
with people returning to their homes, and with 
loaded mules bringing back trunks, boxes, and 
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liougehold arddes of all kinds ; the mass^bells 
were again tinkling ; the street-cryers bawling as 
heretofore ; and the great dty once more restored 
to its wonted noise and bustle. 

During nearly two days the apparent desertion 
was more complete than I coidd have supposed 
possible in so large and populous a place ; and as 
the majority of the inhabitants, notwithstanding 
the flight to Callao, were certainly still in die city, 
it iras inconceivable how so many people could 
have remained locked up for such a period, with- 
out being once tempted to peep out; especially 
when the danger was by no means pressing or cer- 
tain. We fanded that the slaves were more cheer- 
ful than usual ; but this probably was a deception, 
arising from our contrasting their undisturbed 
gaiety with the doubt and gloom which had beset 
every other mind. It may be mentioned here, that 
one of San Martin'^s first prodamations declared 
the freedom of every person bom afler the 15th 
of July 18S1, the day on which the independence 
of Lima was first announced ; and that every slave 
voluntarily enlisting into his army should, become 
from that instant a free citizen : measures which 
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at once gave a death-blow to the whok system of 
skvery. 

When all was quiet in the capital, I went to 
Callao, and hearing that San Martin was in the 
roads, waited on him on board his yacht. I found 
him possessed of correct information as to all that 
was passing ; but he seemed in no hurry to enter 
the city, and appeared, above all things, anxious 
to avoid any appearance of acting the part of a 
conqueror. ^' For the last ten years,^' said he, 
^^ I have been unremittingly employed against the 
Spaniards ; or rather, in favour of this coimtry, 
for I am not against any one who is not hostile to 
the cause of independence. All I wish is, that 
this country should be managed by itself, and by 
itself alone. As to the manner in which it is to be 
governed, that belongs not at all to me. I propose 
simply to give the people, the means of declaring 
themselves independent, and of establishing a 
suitable form of government ; after which I shall 
consider I have done enough, and leave them.^ 

On the next day, the 8th of July, a deputation 
of the principal persons from Lima were sent to 
invite San Martin formally to enter the capita, as 
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the inhabitants had^ agreed, after the most mature 
deliberation, to the terms proposed. To this re- 
quisition he assented, but dekyed hi« entry till the 
l^th, some days after. 

It is proverbially difficult to discover the real 
temper and character of great men : and I was 
therefore on the watch for such little traits in 
San Martin as might throw a light on his na- 
tural disposition; and I must say, that the re- 
sult was most favourable. I took notice, in par- 
ticular, of the kindly and cordial terms upon 
which he lived with the officers of his family, 
and all those with whom his occupations obliged 
him to associate. One day, at his own table, 
after dinner, I saw him take out his segarero, 
or pouch, and while his thoughts were evidently 
far away, choose a segar more round and firm 
than the rest, and give it an unconscious look 
of satisfaction ; — when a voice from the bottom 
of the table called out, " Mi General !'' He 
started from his reverie, and holding up his 
head, asked who had spoken. *' It was I,^ said 
an officer of his establishment who had been 
watching him ; ^^ I merely wished to beg the fa- 
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vour of one s^sr of you.'' — " Ah ha r said he, 
smiling good-naturedly, and at once tossed his 
chosen segar with an assumed look of reproach to 
the officer. To everybody he was affable and 
courteous, without the least show or bustle, and I 
could never detect in him the slightest trace of 
affectation, or anything, in short, but the real sen- 
timent of the moment. I had occasion to visit 
him early one morning on board his schooner, and 
we had not been long walking together, when the 
sailors began washing the decks. ^' What a 
plague it is,'' said San Martin, *^ that these fel- 
lows will insist upon washing their decks at this 
rate !" — " I wish, my friend," said he to one of 
the men, '* you would not wet us here, but go to 
the other side." The seaman, however, who had 
his duty to do, and was too well accustomed to 
the General's gentle manner, went on with his 
work, and splashed us soundly. ^^ I am afraid," 
cried San Martin, ^^ we must go below, although 
our cabin is but a miserable hole, for really there 
is no persuading these fellows to go out of their 
usual way." These anecdotes, and many others 
of the same stamp, are very trifling, it is true ; 
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Imt I am much mistaken if tbey do not give mere 
msight into the real diq^ositioB, than a long se- 
ries of official acts : for puUic virtue is unfortu-* 
nately held to be so rare, that we are apt to mi^* 
trust a man in power, for the same actions which, 
in a humble station, would have secured our con- 
fidence and esteem. 

On our way back io Lima we were threat^ied 
with an attack from a body of a doasen robbers ; 
men let loose upon society by the events of the 
day. Our party consisted of four gentlemen, each 
armed with a pistol. As we rode up the great 
approach of the city, we saw the robbers pull 
three people off their horses, and strip them of 
their cloaks, after which they formed a compact 
line across the road, brandishing their cudgels in 
defiance. We cantered on, however, right against 
them, with our pistols codced and held in the air* 
The effect was what we expected : an opening 
was made for us, and the robbers, se^g their 
purpose frustrated, turned about, and became sud- 
denly wonderfully good patriots, caUingout, "Vi- 
va la Patria ! Viva San Martin !^ 

On the 10th of July, I dined with a small party 
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at the Marquis of Montemir6V Whilst we were 
at dinner a soldier entered with a letter, which he 
delirered to the old Governor. He was a shorty 
ronnd-faced, daring-looking fellow, dressed in a 
shaggy blue jacket, and trowsers of immense 
width ; with a blue cloth cap on his head, encircled 
by a broad silyer band. By his side was hung a 
huge broadsword. His manners were somewhat 
free, but not. vulgar or offensive ; and there play- 
ed about his eyes and his mouth an expression of 
eoarse broad humour, which a glass or two of 
wine, and a little encouragement, might, not im- 
probably, have ripened into impertinence. The 
old Marquis, whose heart was open with excess 
of glee at the events of the day, was delighted 
with his new guest ; and rising from the table, emr 
braced the astonished soldier, who was standing 
most respectfully behind his chair. I was seated 
near a firiend who, though by birth a Spaniard, 
was a thorough Patriot at heart, and from being 
long resident in Lima, had become acquainted 
with every distinguished or notorious individual 
it contained. I observed him fall back in his chair, 
and in vain try to suppress a laugh on seeing the 
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Marquis embrace the bearer of the dispatch. He 
told me that our new friend was no other than 
one of the most noted robbers in the country ; 
who, not many months since, had been condemn- 
ed to be hanged, but had escaped with a sound 
whipping through the streets of Lima. San Mar- 
tin had heard of him as a man of talents and en- 
terprise, and had given him the command of a 
band of Partidos, or Guerrillas, composed chiefly 
of Indians. 

I was much amused with this account of our 
new companion, who had, by this time, been urged 
by our host to take his seat at the table, where he 
made himself quite at home in a very short time* 
This was just the sort of man to flourish in a re- 
volution: we found him a very shrewd person, 
and well adapted to his situation in the event of 
any desperate service beingrequired. He was asked 
if he had come alone, or whether he had thought 
of bringing some of his people with him to assist 
in guarding the city at this critical moment. 
*' Don'^t mention such a thing,'' cried he ; " they 
are the greatest set of villains in Peru, and would 
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cut the throats of half Lima before morning if 
they were trusted within the walls."^ 

The streets were this evening scoured in every 
direction by mounted patroles, consisting of ten or 
a dozen gentlemen each, who allowed no one, with- 
out special permission, to remain out of doors after 
eight o^dock. These precautions were taken by 
the inhabitants, in consequence of the tumultuous 
assemblages of people in the streets the night be- 
fore, shouting " Viva la Patria ! Viva la Inde- 
pendencia !*" and making a furious riot, which was 
greatly assisted by the incessant ringing of all the 
church bells. Several shops were broken open, 
and one or two people were shot. Some judicious 
persons at last obtained an order that the bells 
should cease ringing ; after which the mob soon 
retired to rest. In the midst of the confusion a 
violent shock of an earthquake was felt, but I 
missed this by having gone on board my ship in 
the evening. 

11th July, — The patroles did their duty so ef- 
fectually last night, that, after it was dark, there 
was hardly a soul in the streets, and not a door 
was open, except here and there, ^ere a single 
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drinking-house was allowed by the patrole ; the so- 
litary mirth from which proved the real repose of 
the dty more than if every house had been rigo- 
rously blocked up. I walked, in company with a 
gentleman, over great part of the town, without 
meeting any one except the patrole. As we were 
returning through the Plaza, or great square, the 
deep silence Was suddenly broken by the clank of 
a hand-bell rung in front of the cathedral. Pre- 
sently there issued from the palace, which occu- 
pies another side of the square, a great lumbering 
old-fashioned gilt coach ; which drove to the en- 
trance ef thfi cathedral, and having received the 
priest dhiigvd with the Host, or consecrated wa- 
fer, moved dowly away to the house of some dy- 
ing pcTKKL The Host is usually carried in pro- 
cessiott on feot; but a carriage has been appro- 
priated to tUf duty in Lima, in consequence of a 
curious cifcttaetance, the details of which were re- 
lated to me by a person who delighted in any- 
thing tending to make the past times look ridicu- 
lous. 

It seema that a certain Viceroy, some years 
ago, had become deeply enamoured of a celebrated 
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acteess, named La FerichoI6 ; and as vice-mo*- 
narchs, like real monarchs, seldom sigli in vain, La 
Senora Feridiol^ soon became mistress of the pa- 
lace, where, besides 8pen£ng laige sums of the 
public money, she sacceeded in maldng her vice- 
regal admirer even more contemptible ^an he had 
been before. Every request she chose to make was 
immediately grimted to her, except in one triflnig 
case : she therefore, of course, resolutely set her 
heart upon attaining this object. Her whim was 
not of any great consequence, it might be thought, 
since it was merely to be allowed, for once, to 
drive in a carriage of her own through the streets 
of Luna. Now this, which to us seems the 
simplest thing in nature, is looked upon in quite 
a different light in the capital of Peru ; for, al- 
though any one might ride about as long as he 
pleased in a gig, or a cfdesh, or in a balancin, no 
one ever presumed to dream of entering a coach 
but a grandee of the highest class. The Viceroy 
tried every argument to free La Ferichole's head 
of this most unreasonable fancy, but all in vain : 
at length he was obliged to set public opinion at 
defiance, and, at the risk of a rebellion, to order 
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a coach to be made for the lady, whose folly was 
destined to render them both ridiculous. How 
to traverse the streets without being mobbed, 
was now the grand difficulty ; for the Viceroy was 
pretty sure that he should never behold the fair 
Perichol6 again if she went alone : to go in the 
same carriage, however, was too scandalous an 
abomination to be thought of, — ^besides, it was 
not what the lady wanted, who must needs go 
in her own carriage. In the end, it was ar- 
ranged that the Viceroy should lead in his 
coach of state, and that La Perichole should fol- 
low, while the usual train of carriages brought 
up the rear, with the body-guard surrounding all. 
It is even said the Viceroy had a window cut 
in the back part of his carriage, for the express 
purpose of keeping an eye on his lady : be that 
as it may, it so happened that the mob were 
amused with the ridiculous nature of the proces- 
sion, and followed with huzzas the delighted Pe^ 
richole, while she crossed and recrossed the city. 
On returning towards the palace, she drew up 
before the cathedral, and stepping out, declared 
that, her ambition once satisfied, she had no fuT'- 
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ther occasion for the coach, and would therefore, 
in gratitude to Heaven, devote it to the service 
of the church ; and desired that henceforward it 
might always carry the Host whenever the sacra- 
ment of extreme unction was to be administered. 
l^h July^ 1821. — This day is memorable in 
the annals of Peru, from the entry of General San 
Martin into the capital. Whatever intermediate 
changes may take place in the fortunes of that 
country, its freedom must eventually be establish- 
ed : and it can never be forgotten, that the first 
impulse was due entirely to the genius of San 
Martin, who planned and executed the enterprise, 
which first stimulated the Peruvians to think and 
act for themselves. Instead of coming in state, as 
he was well entitled to have done, he waited till 
the evening, and then rode in without guards, and 
accompanied by a single aid-de-camp. Indeed, 
it was contrary to his original intention that he 
came into the city on this day ; for he was tired, 
and wished to go quietly to rest in a cottage 
about half a league off, and to enter the town be- 
, fore daybreak next morning. He had dismount- 
ed accordingly, and had just nestled himself into 
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acomer, Uessing his stars that he was out of the 
reach of business ; when in came two fiiars, who, 
by some means or othar, had discovered his re- 
treat Each of them made him a speech, to which 
bis halntual good nature induced him to listen. 
One compared him to Caesar, the other to Lupul- 
lus. ^^ Good Heavens !"" ezdaimed the G^ieral, 
when the fiithers left them^ ^ what are we to do ? 
this will never answer,''— ** Oh ! sir,'' answered 
the aid-de-camp, ^^ there are two more of the 
same stamp close at hand."— ^^^ Indeed ! then sad- 
dle the horses again, and let us be off." 

Instead cf going straight to the palace, San 
Martin called at the Marquis of Mcmtemir^'s on 
his way, and the circumstance of his arrival be- 
coming known in a moment, the house, the court, 
and the street, were soon filled. I happened to 
be at a house in the neighbourhood, and reached 
the audience-room before the crowd became im- 
passable. I was desirous of sedi^ how the Ge- 
neral would behave through a seene of no ordi- 
nary difficulty ; and he certainly acquitted himself 
very well. There was, as may be supposed, a 
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large allowance of enthusiasm, and high- wrought 
expression, upon the occasion ; and to a man in- 
nately modest, and naturaUy averse to show, or 
ostentation of any kind, it was not an easy matter 
to receive such praises without betraying impa- 
tience. 

At the time I entered the room, a middle-aged 
fine-looking woman was presenting herself to the 
General : as he leaned forward to embrace her, she 
fell at his feet, clasped his knees, and looking up, 
exclaimed, that she had three sons at his service, 
who, she hoped, would now become useful members 
of society, instead of being slaves as heretofore. 
San Martin, with much discretion, did not at- 
tempt to raise the lady from the ground, but al- 
lowed her to make her appeal in the situation she 
had chosen, and which, of course, she considered 
the best suited to give force to her eloquence : he 
stooped low to hear all she said, and when her first 
burst was over, gently riused her ; upon which she 
threw her arms round his neck, and concluded 
her speech while hanging on his breast. His re- 
ply was made with suitable earnestness, and the 
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poor woman's heart seemed ready to burst with 
gratitude for his attention and afiability. 

He was next assailed by five ladies, all of whom 
wished to clasp his knees at once; but as this 
could not be managed, two of them fastened them- 
selves round his neck, and all five clamoured so 
loudly to gain his attention, and weighed so 
heavily upon him, that he had some difficulty in 
supporting himself. He soon satisfied each of them 
with a kind word or twd, and then seeing a little 
girl of ten or twelve years of age beloi^^g to 
this party, but who had been afraid to come for- 
ward before, he lifted up the astonished child, and 
kissing her cheek, set her down again in such ec- 
stasy, that the poor thing scarcely knew where 
she was. 

His manner was quite different to the next per- 
son who came forward: a tall, raw-boned, pale- 
fiiced friar : a young man, with deep-set dark>blue 
eyes, and a cloud of care and disappointment wan- 
dering across his features. San Martin assumed 
a look of serious earnestness while he listened to 
the speech of the monk ; who applauded him for 
the peaceful and Christian-like manner of his m- 
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trance into this great citj—- conduct which, he 
trusted, was only a forerunner of the gentle cha^ 
racter of his future govemnient. The General^'s 
answer was in a similar strain, only pitched a few 
notes higher ; and it was curious to observe how 
the formal cold manner of the priest became ani- 
mated, under the influence of San Martinis elo- 
quence : at last, losing all recollection of his sedate 
character, the young man clapped his hands and 
shouted, "Viva! viva! nuestra General !'' — "Nay, 
nay,^ said the other, ^' do not say so ; but join with 
me in calling, Viva la Independenda del Peru !^ 

The Cabildo, or town-council, hastily drawn to- 
gether, next entered, and as many of them were 
natives of the place, and liberal men, they had 
enough to do to conceal their emotion, and to main** 
tain the proper degree of stateliness, belonging to 
so grave a body, when they came, for the first time^ 
into the presence of their liberator. 

Old men, and old women, and young women, 
crowded fast upon him : to every one he had some^ 
thing kind and appropriate to say ; always going 
beyond theexpectation of each person he addressed* 
During this scene I was near enough to watch 
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him closely ; but I could not detect, either in his 
manner or in his expressions, the least aflfectation : 
there was nothing assumed, or got up ; nothing 
which seemed to refer to self; I could not even dis- 
cover the least trace of a self-approving smile. 
But his manner, at the same time, was the re* 
verse of cold ; for he was sufficiently animated, al- 
though his satisfaction seemed to be caused sole- 
ly by the pleasure reflected from others. While 
I was thus watching him, he happened to recog- 
nize me, and drawing me to him, embraced me in 
the Spanish fashion. I made way for a beautiful 
jsmng woman, who, by great eflbrts, had got 
through the crowd. She threw herself into the 
General^s aims, and lay there full half a minute, 
without being able to utter more than ^^ Oh mi 
General ! mi General !^ She then tried to disen* 
gage herself, but San Martin, who had been 
struck with her enthusiasm and beauty, drew her 
gently and respectfully back, and holding his head 
a little on one side, said with a smile, that he 
must be permitted to show his grateful sense of 
such good will, by one affectionate salute. This 
completely bewildered the blushing beauty, who. 
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toniing round) sought support in the arms of aa 
office standing near the General, who aaked her 
if she were now content : ^^ Contenta f^ she cried, 
" Oh Senor T 

It is perhaps worthy of remark, that, during all 
this time, there were no tears shed, and that, even 
m the most theatrical parts, there was nothing car- 
ried so fiur as to look ridiculous. 

It is clear that the General would gladly have 
missed such a scene altogether ; and, had his own 
plan succeeded, he would have avoided it ; for he 
*mtended to have entered the dty at four or five in 
the morning. His disUke of pomp and show was 
evinced in a simikr manner when he returned to 
Buenos Ayres, after having conquered Chili from 
the Spaniards, in 1817. He there managed mat- 
ters with more success than at Lima; for, al- 
though the inhabitants were prepared to give him 
a public reception, he contrived to enter that ca- 
pital without being discovered. 

IS^A.— Next morning I rode with two gentle- 
men to San Martinis head-quarters, a little beyond 
the city walls, on the Callao road. He had come ta 
this place, on the evening before, firom the Mar- 



^46 ^E&u. 

quia of Montemir^^8> instead of goii^ to the p»* 
laoe, where he dreaded a repetition of the same 
bustle. He was completely surrounded by.busi* 
ness j but attended to it all himself : It was curious 
to observe every one coming out of his presaice 
pleased with the reception he had met with, whe- 
ther he had succeeded or not. 

We no sooner entered than he recognized one 
of my companions, who was an excellent draughts- 
man, and whom he had seen on board the schooner 
a fortnight before. He had heard how much the 
jealousy of the Spaniards had interfered with my 
friend^s amusements, and told him he might now 
sketch away as much as he pleased, and might 
have an escort, if he had any wish to extend his 
researches into the country. 

An old man came in at this moment with a lit- 
tle girl in his arms, his only object being that the 
General should kiss the child, which he good-na- 
turedly did, and the poor father marched off per« 
fectly happy. The next person who entered de- 
livered a letter to the General in a manner some- 
what mysterious, and we found, on inquiry, that 
he was a spy who had been sent to the enemy ^s 
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eankp. A deputation from the city followed, to 
speak about removing the situation of a military' 
hospital from the village of Bellavista, which was 
within range of cannon-shot from the Castle of 
Callao. In this way he passed on from one thing 
to another with wonderful rapidity ; but not with- 
out method, and all with great patience and cour*^ 
tesy to every one. This might be usefrd at firsts 
but if a commander4n-chief were to undertake to 
manage permanently so many details in person, he 
would waste his time to very little puipose ; so/ 
perhaps, the General thought, for, in the course 
of the day, he shifted his head-quarters to the pa* 
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lace, and in the evening held his first levee in this 
ancient abode of the Spanish Viceroys. It was not 
crowded, being intended for the heads of depart- 
ments only. 

The great audience-gallery is lighted by win^ 
dows opening into a long passage, or verandah,, 
overlooking the garden, in the centre of the qua- 
drangle of the palace. During the levee, these 
windows were filled with anxious crowds of women 
straining their eyes to catch a glimpse of San Mar- 
tin. On passing one of these groups, they peti- 



248 



P£BU. 



tipned me to bring the General, if po0sible» to- 
wards thdr window. Accordingly, having oon- 
sulted with one of Ae aids-de-x^mp, we eontriyed 
between ub to get him into conversation about 
spme dispatches I was sencfing off; and to draw 
him, in the meanlimis, towards our fidr fiiends at 
the window. When we had nearly reached the 
spot, he was about to turn round, which obliged 
us to tell him our plan ; he laughed, and imme- 
diatdy went up to the ladies, and having chatted 
wi^h them for €iome minutes, left them enchanted 
with his affability. 

Having at this time no business of any conse* 
quence to transact in Lima, I went on board, and 
removed the Conway from Callao Roads to the 
harbour of Anoon, lying about twenty miles to 
the northward of Lima ; in order to be near the 
English merchant-ships, all of which had recently 
gone to that port. The Spaniards^ on abandon- 
ing Lima, retained possession of Callao, which, 
being impregnable, was for the present merely 
blockaded by sea and land, and allitssupplies being 
cut off, there was an expectation that the garrison 
would eventually be starved into submission. 
While things were in this situation, no intercourse 
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could be allowed with Callao, and the merchant- 
yeasels went to Anoon to land their cargoes. I 
anchored there also on the 17th of July, and, ha« 
ving remained two days, was obliged to return by 
land to Lima, to arraiige some business relating 
to the detention of two English ships by the Chi* 
Uan squadron. 

I rode to the capital in company with several 
gentlemen, and do not remember to have made a 
DQore fatiguing journey, although the distance was 
little more than eight leagues. At first, the whole 
country was a sandy desert, like that described at 
Arica ; and a9 nothing can be conceived more irk- 
some than travelling over such ground, the relief 
was very great when we reached the hard road, 
after riding eight or ten miles through deep sand. 
As we approached the great valley of Lima, the 
country gradually improved: at first, we could 
discover, at long intervals, a few blades of grass ; 
then a little tuft here and there ; dien a shrub ; 
next a tree ; and by and by, a hedge of aloes ; 
but the most pleasing object of all was a sparkling 
stream, winding along the pUdn, and accompanied 
in its course by a slender belt of bright green. 
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When we had fairly entered the valley of Lima, 
the whole scene was changed : fields of sugar-cane, 
maize, rice, and various grams, appeared on every 
side ; and we rode through lanes of thickset trees, 
over substantial roads, that eventually led us to 
the sharp crest of a range of hills deeply indented 
by the road. From this gorge we had a view of 
the immense valley, with the river Rimac, which 
divides Lima into two parts, running through it, 
and lending its waters to fertilize the surrounding 
plain. 

About a lei^e and a half from the city, we 
passed one of the Patriot out-posts, consisting of 
Montaneros, or hill soldiers, guarding a depot of 
horses and mules. They were wild, bold-looking 
men, rather short, but well set and athletic : and 
were scattered about in groups on the grass in the 
fields, along with the horses. The sentinels, who 
paced the walls by the road side, formed on the 
sky-line the most picturesque figures imaginable. 
One of them, in particular, caught our notice : on 
his head he wore a high conical cap, made out of 
a whole sheep^s skin ; and over his shoulders a 
large white cloak of blanket stu£F reaching to his 
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knees, And hanging loosely over his arms ; his 
long sword, pulled somewhat in firont, dangled 
about his ankles, round which he had htced pieces 
of raw horse-hide instead oi boots : in this garb 
he strode along the parapet, with his musket over 
his arm, the very beau-ideai of a Guerrilla. On 
hearing the tramp of our horses'* feet, he turned 
round, and perceiving we were officers, saluted us 
with all the respectfulness of a disciplined soldier, 
and at the same time with the air of a freebom son 
of the hills. As for the rest^ they were like so 
many Scythians, and they stared at us with an in- 
terest at least equal to that which they inspired. 

Nothing else of particular interest occurred in 
our journey, except that, when we reached the 
outskirts of Lima, we observed a dead body placed 
by the road side, with a small cross laid on the 
breast. Upon inquiry, we were told that this was - 
the corpse of some unknown person, exposed un- 
til money enough should be received from chari- 
table passengers to pay for its interment 

On reaching the city, we found that the ebul^^ 
lition caused by the recent events had by no means 
subsided. Doubts and difficulties presented them- 
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selves in feaxfiil amy before the eyes of the ii 
bitants. The Spaniards, who formed the wealthy 
dass, were sadly perplexed : If they declined en* 
tering into San Martinis yiews, their property and 
their persons were liable to confiscation ; if they 
acceded to his terms, they became committed to 
their own gOTemment, which, it was still possible, 
might return to visit them with equal vengeance. 
The natives, on the other hand, who had better 
reason to be confident, were even more alarmed at 
the consequences of their present acts. Many 
doubted San Martin's sincerity ; many his power 
to fulfil his engagements. To most of the inhabi- 
tants of Lima such subjects were quite new, and it 
was, therefore, to be expected, that alarm and in- 
decision should fill every breast. 

In the midst of this general doubt and difficulty, 
perhaps the least at ease was the great mover of 
the whole, to whom every one, of whatever party, 
looked up for protection— the confident and the 
doubting — ^the Patriot as well as the Spaniard ; 
and it required a skilfiil hand, indeed, to steer the 
vessel of the state at such a moment. 

The difficulties of San Martin's situation, and, 
in general, the nature of the duties which now 
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devolved upon him, are so clenrly pointed out in 
an address to the Peravians, which he puUished 
about this time, that an extract will be read with 
interest ; espedally as it is free from what has 
been well called revolutionary jargon ; in the use 
of which the Spaniards, and their South Ameri- 
can descendants, are great adepts. 

^^ The work of difficulty, and that which must 
be courageously, firmly, and circumspectly under- 
taken, is to correct the vague ideas which the 
former government has left impressed on the 
minds of the present generation. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that this difficulty consists so 
much in the want of acquaintance with the ade- 
quate means by which the end is to be accom- 
plished; as in the dangerous precipitancy with 
which new governments reform the abuses they 
find established. Banning with liberty, the most 
ardent of our wishes, that must be bestowed with 
caution, (sobriedad,) in order that the sacrifices 
which are made for the purpose of gaining it be 
not rendered useless. Every civilised people is in 
a state to be free ; but the degree of freedom, which 
a country can enjoy, ought to bear an exact pro- 
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portion to the measure of its dyiUsation : if the 
first exceed the last, no power can save them firom- 
anarchy ; and if the reverse happen, namely, that 
die degree of dvilization goes beyond the amount 
of freedom which the people possess, oppression 
is the consequence. If all Europe were suddenly 
to be put in possession of the liberty of England, 
the greater part of it would present a complete 
chaos of anarchy ; and if, instead of their present 
constitution, the English were to be subjected to 
the charter of Louis XVIII., they would consi* 
der themselves enslaved. It is right that the go- 
vernments of South America be free ; but it is ne- 
cessary they should be so in the proportion sta^ 
ted : the greatest triumph of our enemies would be 
to see us depart from that measure. 

^^ In every branch of the public welfare, even 
in that (^domestic economy, great reforms are ne- 
cessary. It may be said generally, without risk 
of error, although the expressioii may look like^ 
prejudice, that it is essential to strip our institu- 
tions and customs of all that is Spanish ; and, ac^ 
cording to the expression of the great Lord Cha- 
tham, on another occasion, ^ to infrise such a por- 
tion of new health into the constitution, as may 
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enable it to bear its infinnities.'* To make these 
refonns abruptly, and without discreet reflection, 
would be also a Spanish error ; and one into which 
the Cortes have, at this moment, (18S1,) fallen, 
by too precipitately changing the religious and 
political state of the Peninsula. We, on the other 
hand, ought to avoid running into such mistakes^ 
and to introduce, gradually, such improvements 
as the country is prepared to receive, and foi^ which 
its' people are so well adapted by their docility, and 
the tendency to improvement, which mark their 
social character.''* 

As a measure of primary importance, San Mar- 
tin sought to implant the feeling of independence, 
by some act that should bind the inhabitants of 
the capital to that cause. On the ^8th of July, 
therefore, the ceremonies of proclaiming and 
swearing to the Independence of Peru took place. 
The troops were drawn up in the great square, 

* The peculiarity of these doctrines^ under all the cir- 
cumstances of the country and the times^ is so striking, 
that this extract, in the original Spanish, is added in a 
note at the end of the volume. 
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in the centre of which was erected a lofly stage, 
from whence San Martin, accompanied by the 
goremor of the town, and some of the principal 
inhabitants, disphiyed, for the first time, the In- 
dependent flag of Peru, calling out, at the same 
time, in a loud voice;—" From this moment Vem 
is free and independent, by tibe general wish of 
the people, and by the justice of her cause, which 
God defend!^ Then waving the flag, he ex- 
claimed, " Viva la Patria! Viva la Libertad ! 
Viva la Independenda!^ which words were caught 
up and repeated by the multitude in the square, 
and the adjoining streets ; while all the bells in 
the city rung a peal, and cannon were discharged 
amidst shouts such as had never been heard in 
Lima before. 

The new Peruvian flag represents the rising sun 
appearing over the Andes, seen behind the city, 
with the river Rimac bathing their base. This de- 
vice on a shield, surrounded with laurel, occupies 
the centre of the flag, which is divided diagonally 
into four triangular pieces, two red and two white. 

From the stage on which San Martin stood, 
and from the balconies of the palace, silver medals 
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were scatter^ amongst the cirowd, bearing ap* 
propriate mottos. 

On one side of these medals was, ^< Lima libre 
jur6 su Independencia, en S8 de Julio de 1861 ;^' 
and on the reverse, ^^ Baxo la ptoteccion dd ex*- 
ercito Libertador del Perd mandado por San Mar-* 
tin."" Which may be translated thus : " Lima 
being liberated, swore its Independence on the 
H8th of July of 1821 ; under the protection of the 
Liberating Army of Peru, commanded by San 
Martin.'' 

The same ceremonies were observed at the 
principal stations of the city, or, as they wer6 
termed in an official proclamation, ^^ In all thoM 
public places where, in former times, it was an- 
nounced to the people that they were still to wear 
their miserable and heavy chains.^ 

The ceremony was rather imposing. San Mar^ 
tin^s manner was graceftd and easy throughout, un- 
accompanied by anything theatrical or affected ; 
but it was a business of show and effect^ and quite 
repugnant to his taste. I sometimes thought, 
there might be detected in his face a momentary 
expresfiion of impatience,- or contempt of himself 
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for engaging in such mummery ; but, if it really 
were so, he speedily resumed his wonted look of 
attention, and of good- will to all around him. 

After making the circuit of Lima, the General 
and the persons who accompanied him, returned 
to the palace to receive Lord Cochrane, who had 
just arrived from Callao. 

Next day, Sunday, 29th July, Te Deum wa^ 
sung, and High Mass performed in the Cathedral 
by the Archbishop, foUowed by an appropriate 
sermon preached by a Franciscan Friar. 

As soon as the church service was over, the 
heads of the various departments assembled at the 
palace^ and swore ^^ to God and the country, to 
maintain, and defend, with their opinion, person, 
and property,, the independence of Peru from the 
government of Spain, and from any other foreign 
domination.^^ This oath was taken and signed by 
every respectable inhabitant of Lima, so that in a 
few days, the signatures to the declaration of Peru- 
vian independence amounted to nearly four thou- 
sand. This was published in an extraordinary 
Gazette, and diligently circulated over the coun- 
try, which not only gave usefril publicity to the 
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state of the capital, but deeply committed many 
men, who would have been well pleased to have 
concealed their acquiescence in the measure. 

In the evening, San Martin gave a ball at the 
palace, in the gaiety of which he joined heartily 
himself; took part in the dances, and conversed 
with every individual in the room with so much 
ease and cheerfulness, that, of all.the company, he 
seemed to be the person least burdened with cares 
or duties. 

A strange custom prevails everywhere in this 
country at balls, public as well as private. Ladies 
of all ranks, who happen not to be invited, come 
in disguise, and stand at the windows, or in the 
passages, and often actually enter the ball-room. 
They are called' Tapadas, from their faces being 
covered, and their object is, tp observe the pro- 
ceedings of their unconscious friends, whom they 
torment by malicious speeches, whenever they 
are within hearing. At the palace, on Sunday 
evening, the Tapadas were somewhat less forward 
than usual; but at the Cabildo, or magistrates" ball, 
given previously, the lower part of the room was 
filled with them, and they kept up a constant fire 
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of jests at the gentlemen near the bottom of tbe 
dance. 

Slst July, — I was under the necessity of lea^ 
ving Lima at this mteresting moment', for the pur- 
pose of going to Huacho, a small port to the 
northward, to complete the stock of water in the 
Conway, preparatory to proceeding to Valparaiso ; 
for dnring the siege, the watering-place at Callao 
was inaccessible, and not a drop was to be found, 
without going nearly sixty miles along shore for it. 

Sd ^t^^gt^^.— As the wind on this coast blows 
always from the south, it is easy to make a pas- 
sage to the northward, and we reached Huacho 
in a few hours. While the ship was taking in wa- 
ter and fresh proyisions, of which, owing to the 
war, we had not been able to get any supply at 
Lima; I rode, with one of my officers, to Huaura, a 
town on the banks of the river of the same name 
This spot was interesting, from having been the 
head-quarters of San Martinis army for nearly six 
months. Our road lay through a highly cultivated 
country ; a new and grateful sight to us, heartily 
tired as we were of comfordess deserts and barren 
eUffi. The pleasing distinction enjoyed by this 
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district is attributable to irrigation from the riyet 
Hoanra, the waters of which are distribated over 
a considerable extent of country. The unTarying 
heat of the climate, and the abundant supply of 
water, produce here a surprising luxuriance of 
yegetation. We were shaded, during our ride, by 
arches of foliage formed of the branches of trees 
meeting oyer the road ; while the underwood waa 
so thickly matted together, that sometimes we 
could not distinguish the houses^ till within a few 
yards of diem. 

These dwellings bore a rude resemblance in de- 
sign^ to a Grecian temple ; diey were oblong, ne»* 
ly flat-roofed, and ornamented with a row of co- 
lumns along the front. The walls, which weve 
about twelye feet high, were composed of strong 
canes placed upright, and wattled across with reeds. 
The columns were generally made of posts, en- 
cased by small rods placed close togedier, so as tO' 
resemble the Gothic clustered column: oAers were 
left hollow, being formed of rods alone. Most of 
the pillars swelled out at the bottom, fike a tMe : 
nature, in this instance, as in many others of arcMr 
tectural design, haying probably suggested the ori** 
ginal idea. Each wall was surmounted by a sort 
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of entablature, consisting of a rude wooden frieze, 
and a cornice canred with the knife. Ornamental 
tracery in wicker-work, and of a Gothic form, ran 
along the tops of the houses, and over most of the 
gates. 

This taste for architectural ornament in wicker 
is found in other uncivilized countries, at a dis* 
tance from, and holding no communication with, 
one another. In Java, in Manilla, and in Ceylon, 
and probably at other places in the Eastern seas, 
the natives are in the practice of erecting tem^ 
porary triumphal arches ; which exhibit a great 
variety of very elegant forms, of a purely Gothic 
character. In Ceylon, large buildings, entirely of 
canes and basket-work, are sometimes erected, of 
a highly ornamental description. The bamboo 
and rattan are generally used ; but the willow, or 
any pliable material possessing elasticity, seems 
to afford, in the hands of these ingenious people, 
an endless profusion of beautiful forms. In Java, 
where there are a great number of such arches, it 
is rare to observe exactly the same tracery repeat^ 
ed, although a striking consistency of character 
pervades the whole. 

It is interesting to trace, in such remote regions, 
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the same analogies which, in Europe, have been 
conceived to afford isome explanation of the ori- 
gin, and consistency of principle of the two finest 
styles of architecture, the Grecian and the Gothic. 
The theory of Vitruvius receives all the confir- 
mation it could desire from these humble struc- 
tures at Huaura ; while that of Sir James Hall, in 
the case of Gothic architecture, derives no less 
support from the wicker forms above mentioned. 
And these instances, as far as they go, seem to pos- 
sess a peculiar value from being found amongst 
rude nations, separated far from one another, and 
holding little or no intercourse with those coun- 
tries in which architecture has made the greatest 
progress : they help to support the idea, that there 
may be an intrinsic or natural beauty in certain 
classes of forms, which afterwards, in the hands 
of persons of higher powers of execution, and 
more cultivated taste, may not only have afforded 
a ground- work, but have given consistency to fu- 
ture architectural systems. 

On returning from Huaura, we lost our way 
by making a wrong turn up one of the innumera*- 
ble lanes which intersect the country in every di-*^ 
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rectioA. By following one of those, we were ev eoA* 
uAlly bio«ght to the very edge of the desext, and 
$)und o\^rselve« once n^re in a «ea of sand. On 

amtbei? ooi^ion^ we pw^e. V> a road filled two feet 

* 

deep with nouwg water, ai^d vpon afterwapcda q\h 
serving the others more attentively, we discovered 
that our apposed roada^ qk lanea were only so 
many wate^oonrses, and afsieach field reqiuiredomr^ 
the cause of thw numbers w^ explained* The 
hedges appear to be planted merely to give sta- 
bility tQ the embankments ; al&ough their shade 
must also have Uie beneficial dOTect of preventing 
evaporation.. Wherever a river, or even the 
surest sjbream occuirs^ the inhal»tants gladly pro* 
fit by it. ; and nothing can eiu^eed the fertility of 
the sou wh^ch this irrigation produces : but it is 
the misfi)rtu^e of the western side of America to 
hi^ye very few rivers ajt that part pf the coast which 
is never yiidted by rain> 

A> Huaqho, we $)und the govcmos at dinner 
with two or three friends. He was. of the abori* 
gkial race of the coun4;sy^ spoke % little Sp^oish, 
a«d ^ae pi(obaWly a discreet saA clever fellow ; 
olhevwise he would not hftve been left in a com- 
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iBwd by Smx Martin. The dinner was pUoed on 
a low table in the middle of the floor, and the 
whole party finked their meat out of one dish. 
It was interesting, on looking round the slu^ to 
observe the effect of the recent political changes. 
A roll of English broad^cloth, was reding on a 
French wine case, marked medoc ; on the taUe 
stood a bottle of champa^e; the knives and fwks 
were marked Sheffield, and the screen which divi- 
ded the iqpartment was made of a piece (£ Glas* 
gaw printed cotton. 

We sailed £br Lima ag«n on the 4th of August, 
but it was not till late at ni^ht of the 7th that we 
reached Chorillos, an open roadstead in front of 
a small town about ten miles to the southward of 
Lima. This spot, in tunes of peace a favourite 
bathing- jdiace for the gay world of the capital, was 
now a military out-post. Sentinels paced along 
the heights ; parties of soldiers occupied the beach ; 
att the neat vUlas and ornamental cottages were 
tumed into guard-houses and stables ; so. that the 
beauty md, eomfi)rt of th^ spat were utterly de- 
stroyed* As no one waa atlowedt to proceed with- 
out a passport, I was forc^ to waii tUL a. mossen^ 
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ger went to Lima, and returned, and thus lost the 
whole of the 8th. 

9th Aug. — ^On reaching the city, we learned 
that General San Martin had taken upon himself 
the title of Protector, thus uniting in his own 
person both the civil and military authority of the 
liberated provinces. 

The proclamation which he issued on this oc- 
casion is curious; it has but little of the wonted 
bombast of such documents, and though not spa* 
ring of self-praise, is manly and decided ; and, as 
I fully believe, from a number of collateral cir- 
cumstances, perfectly sincere. 

DECBEE. 

" By Don Jose de San Martin, Captain-General, 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Liberating^ 
Army of Peru, Grand Cross of the Legion of 
Merit of Chili, Protector of Peru. 

" When I took upon me the important enter- 
prise of liberating this country, I had no other 
motive than a desire to advance the sacred cause 
of America^ and to promote the happiness of the 
Peruvian people. A very considerable part of 



DECREE OF SAM MARTIN. 267 

these objects has ahready been attained ; but the 
work would remain incomplete^ and my wishes im* 
perfectly accomplished, were I not to establish 
permanently both the security and the prosperity 
of the inhabitants of this region. 

^' From the moment of my landing at Pisco, I 
announced that the imperious necessity of circum- 
3tances obliged me to vest myself with the su- 
preme authority, and that I held myself responsi- 
ble to the country for its due exercise. Those 
circumstances have not varied ; since there is still 
in Peru a foreign enemy to combat, and, conse- 
quently, it is a measure of necessity, that the po- 
litical and military authority should continue 
united in my perscm. 

^^ I hope that, in taking this step, I shall have 
the justice done me to have it believed, that I am 
not influenced by any ambitious views, but solely 
by such as conduce to the public good. It is abun- 
dantly notorious that I aspire to tranquillity alone, 
and to retirement from so agitated a life : but I 
bear upon me a moral responsibility which requires 
the sacrifice of my most earnest desires. Ten 
years of experience in Venezuela, Cundinamarca, 
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Chili, and the united provinces of the river Plate, 
have taught me to know the evils which flow firom 
the ill-timed convocation of congresses, while an 
enemy still maintains a footing in the country. 
The first point is to make sure of independence ; 
and afterwards to think of establisbmg solid liber- 
ty. The religious scrupulousness with wfaidi I 
have kept my word in the course of my public life^ 
^ves me a right to be believed ; and I again 
fieigd it to the people of Peru, by solemnly pro- 
mising, that the very instant their territory is fbee, 
I shall resign the command,, in order to make 
room for the government which diey may be 
pleased to elect. The frankness with which I 
speak ought to serve as a new guarantee of the 
sincerity of my intuitions. 

^^ I might have settled things in such a manner 
that electors, named by the citizens of the &ee de- 
partments^ should point out the person who was to 
govern until the representatives of the Peruvian 
* nation might be assembled: but as, on the one 
hand, the repeated and dmultaneous invitations of 
a great number of persons of high chacacter and 
decided influence ia diis capital, make me certain 
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of a popular election to the administration of the 
state ; and as, on the other hand, I have already 
obtained the suffirages of those places which are 
under the protection of the liberating army, I have 
deemed it more fitting and decorous to follow an 
open and frank line of conduct, which ought to 
tranquillize those citizens who are jealous of dieir 
liberties. 

^^ When the time comes in which I shall hare 
the satisfaction of resigning the command, and of 
giving an account of my actions to the representa- 
tives of the people, I am certain they will not dis- 
cover, during the period of my administration, any 
of those traits of venality, despotism, and corrup- 
tion, which have characterized the agents oi the 
Spanish Government in South America. To ad- 
minister strict justice to all, by rewarding virtue 
and patriotism ; and to punish vice and sedition 
wherever they may be found, is the rule which 
shall direct all my actions whilst I remain at the 
head of this nation. 

'^ It being conformable, therefore, to the inte* 
rests of the country, that a vigorous ^vemment 
should be appointed to guard it from the evils 
which war, licence, and anarchy, might produce, 
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^^ I declare as follows : 

^^ IfTto, From this day forwards the supreme 
political and military command of the firee de- 
partments of Peru shall be united in me, imder 
the title of Protector. 

^^ 2dOf The Minister of Foreign Affairs shall 
be Don Juan Garcia del Rio, Secretary of State. 

(And so on with the other officers of govenir 
ment.) 

^^ Given in Lima, 3d August 1821, Second 
Year of the Liberty of Peru.* 

(Signed " Jose de San Maktin.*" 

I am tempted to insert another proclamation 
which appeared on the following day, and which 
is characteristic not only of the writer, but of 
those distracted times. It gave the poor Spa- 
niards a shock from which they never recover- 
ed : indeed from the hour it was published, they 
dated the death of their hopes, and one and all 
seriously prepared to quit the country. Such an 
effect, most prdbably, San Martin wished to pro- 



* The Era of the Liberty of Peru, commences with 
1820 ; as it was in that year the patriots first landed and 
proclaimed the Independence. 
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duce, for he knew the Spaniards too well to be- 
lieve they could ever cordially associate with the 
natives on equal terms, under a free government^ 
independent of Spain. 

'^ Proclamation addressed to the European 

Spaniards. 

^^ I have promised to respect your persons and 
property : I have fulfilled that promise, and none 
of you can as yet doubt my word. Nevertheless, 
I know that you murmur in secret, and that some 
of you maliciously propagate the idea that my in- 
tention is to abuse your confidence. My name is 
too celebrated for me to stain it with a breach of 
my promises, even where, as a private indivi 
dual, it might be supposed I should be justified 
in doing so. 

" However, I now finally publish the following 
articles, to confirm the guarantees which I have 
formerly given : 

*^ Istf Every Spaniard, who, confiding in the 
protection of my word, continues peaceably in the 
exercise of his industry, swearing to the Inde- 
pendence of the country, and respecting the new 
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government and the established laws, shall be 
protected in person and property. 

^< ^j Those who do not confide in it are to 
present themselves, within the space of time for- 
merly pointed out, to request their passpqrts, and 
are to leave the country with all their moveable 
property. 

*^ 8dy Those who remain, professing their con- 
fidence in government, and at the same time se- 
cretly working against it, as I have infinmation 
that some do ; shall feel the whole rigour of the 
laws, and shall be deprived of all their pos8e»^ 
sions. 

^^ Spaniards ! You know well the state of pub- 
lic opinion to be such, that, even amongst your- 
selves, there is a great number who pry into and 
observe your conduct. I know whatever passes 
in the most retired comers of your houses. Trem- 
ble, if you abuse my indulgence ! Let this be 
the last time I shall remind you that your des- 
tiny is irrevocable, and that you ought to submit 
to it, as the only mode by which you can recon- 
cile your interests with those of justice. 

'^ Given in Lima, the 4th of August 18S1. 
(Signed) " San Martin.'' 
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Such bdng the extraordmary state of affairs in 
Lima, I regretted much that my orders rendered 
it necessary for me to leave this part of the coast, 
at the very moment when the interest of the poli- 
tical scene was at the highest I wished, above 
all, to have seen the effect of these two decrees, 
respecting the policy of which the opinions of the 
inhabitants were much divided. It would also 
have been peculiarly interesting to have marked 
the progress of improvement under the new sys- 
tem. The necessity of our departure, however, 
prevented our doing so ; and we were thus made 
to feel one of the severest drawbacks on the plea- 
sures of a naval life. We have, undoubtedly, 
great oppgrtunities of seeing distant places, some- 
times at moments of extraordinary public interest 
and generally without the difficulties encountered 
by other travellers. We have also the advantage 
of being everywhere well received, as our situa- 
tion is an universal introduction to the confidence 
and hospitality of the inhabitants. On the other 
hand, our means are always much cramped by 
want of time, our thoughts being necessarily ta- 
ken up with a variety of duties having no refe- 

VOL. I. s 
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renoe to the inteiestiiig parts of the scene. Thus 
it frequently happens, as on this occasion, that, 
during our stay, we are too busy to remark pro- 
perly what is passing ; and that we are called 
away just at the moment when the interest is 
greatest, and when a traveller, whose time was at 
bis own disposal, would determine to remain. In- 
deed, it was often matter of regret to us, ihat all 
record of so many interesting and important events 
should be lost, &r want of a disinterested specta- 
tor, having leisure to note them down as they oc- 
curred. 

San Martin certainly did wisely to assume 
the supreme command, circumstanced as he was, 
espedally with an enemy^s force still in the 
country. Under whatever name he might have 
chosen to mask his authority, he must still have 
been the prime mover of everything ; for there 
was no individual in the coontiy who had any 
pretensions to rival him in talents, or who, ad- 
mitting that he possessed equal talents, could 
hope to gain so completely the confidence of the 
army, and of the patriots. It was more credit- 
able to assume the foil authority in a manly and 
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open maimer, tban to mock the people with the 
sembhmce of a Republic, and, at the same time, 
to visit them with the reality of a despotism. 
He knew, from personal experience, the mischief 
attending the precipitate establishment of free re- 
presentatiire govcfrnments in South America : he 
was also aware, that previous to raising any endu^ 
ring political superstructure, he must gradually 
clear away the prejudice and ett6f which oter* 
spread the land, and thetl dig deep Into the tit^ 
gin soil for a foundation. At this time thefe Wfts 
neither knowledge nor capacity enough amongst 
the population to form A free goveriUnent ; nor 
even that love of freedom, without which free in- 
stitutions ate ifK)metime8 worse than useless ; since, 
in their effects, they are apt to fall short of expec- 
tation ; and thus, by their practical inefficacy, 
contribute to degrade, in public opinion, the sound 
principles upon which they rest. 

Unfortunately, also, the inhabitants of South 
America are apt at first to mistake the true ope>- 
ration of such changes ; and to conceive that the 
mere fotmal establishment of free institutions, 
will at once ensure their being duly understood 
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and enjoyed, whatever may have been the state of 
society antecedently. That a taste for liberty will 
eventually spring up with the judicious establish- 
ment of free institutions, and with the power to 
enjoy civil rights, is unquestionable : the mistake 
lies in supposing, that this will take place imme- 
diately. With this taste will come the ability to 
take fiurther advantage of the opportunities for as- 
serting these valuable privileges, and of securing 
them by corresponding institutions. In process of 
time, mutual confidence, and mutual forbearance, 
which it was the narrow policy of the former go- 
vernment to discourage, will of course be deve- 
loped ; and society will then act in concert and 
consistently, instead of being, as heretofore, like 
a rope of sand, without strength or cohesion. 

At the time I left Lima, to return to Valpa- 
raiso, in Chili, which was on the 10th of August, 
the Royalist army, under the Viceroy La Sema, 
having proceeded some way to the southward, 
had struck into the interior, in order to join the 
other divisions of the army under Generals Can- 
tera and Caratala in the valley of Jauja, a district 
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in which the rich silver mines of Pasco are situa- 
ted. 

The Viceroy's ultimate intentions were not 
known ; but it was supposed, that, after recruit- 
ing his army, he would return upon Lima, with 
a view to expel San Martin: a project he was the 
inore likely to undertake, as the Castle of Callao, 
an impregnable fortress, was still under the Spa- 
nish flag. It became, therefore, of great impor- 
tance to San Martin to gain possession of it, and he 
put in motion every engine of strength or policy 
in his power to accomplish this vital object : and 
at the time I left Peru, well grounded hopes were 
entertained of its speedy surrender. 

Meanwhile, Lima was in a strange state of 
conftision. The effects of the shock which society 
had received, by the abrupt nature of the revolu- 
tion, could not be expected to subside for some 
time ; while the incongruity of the materials of 
which it was composed, offered an effectual bar 
to real cordiality. The old Spaniards, feeling 
themselves to be objects of suspicion and dis- 
trust, would willingly have retired from a place 
where they were considered as intruders. But 
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itiif WII9 Qot 80 eftsily accomplished, without in- 
curring such losses as overbalanced the danger 
and discomfort of remaining. Most of them 
had la?g^ capitals embarked in commerce ; many 
had considerable property in the country ; many 
also had wives and families in Lima? pr were 
otherwise bound to the soil ; and it became a 
severe sacrifice to leava their present ^joyments, 
for the uncertain security held out by Spain, 
at that momcait not in a much quieter state than 
the colonies. Their best and surest policy would 
have been to follow the fortunes of the country, 
and to engage bearti]^ in the pew cause. 9ut 
this was too much to expect from men bred up 
in the very hot-bed of monopoly and prejudice ; 
and there were consequently few Spaniards who 
did not look to the returp of the Royal army 
with great an^aety ; and still fewer who placed 
any real confidence in San Martin? or who took 
sufficient pains to conceal their dislike* This led 
afterwards to a series of despotic measures on the 
part of the Protector, by which nearly all the 
Spamard^ were ruined, and eventually banished 
firom the country. 
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With respect to society, the most conspicuous 
traits which the extraordinary nature of the times 
developed, were a constant apprehensbn of fur- 
ther change, and an engrossing selfishness ; feel- 
ings, natural enough, perhaps, during the panic 
which at first overspread the city ; but which ought 
to have subsided when the immediate danger was 
gone, and a new and secure system established. 
It was quite otherwise, however ; and the reason 
may be, that the Limenians, long pampered by 
luxury and security, and now for the first time 
fairly awakened to the real miseries and dangers 
of life, could not, all at once, acquire the faculty 
of balancing motives, or of distinguishing what 
was useful and secure in their new state, from 
what was ruinous or degrading. In short, the 
circumstances to which they had been suddenly 
brought were so totally new, that, considering all 
things, their selfishness and alarm were very ex- 
cusable. As these feelings were not confined to 
any one class, but pervaded the whole, social in- 
tercourse was at an end ; and we took leave of 
Lima, for the second time, without much regret. 
We had now seen it in all the miseries of a siege. 
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and again in aU the distraction and exultation of 
the first moments of a revolution, before anything 
had settled into its proper station, and before con- 
fidence had again sprung up, in place of the uni« 
versal distrust which preceded the catastrophe. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

VIEW OF THE STATE OF THE SPANISH COLONIES BEFORE 

THE EEVOLUTION. 

The interest inspired by the present political 
state of South America has thrown its former con- 
dition somewhat into the shade. It will be useful, 
however, now that we have witnessed the last strug- 
gle for power made by the Spaniards, to take a 
general view of the colonial system, which the 
Revolution has abolished; that it may be seen 
what the grievances reaUy are from which the 
inhabitants have been relieved. Every writer who 
has treated of South America furnishes number- 
less details of the monstrous abuses which affect- 
ed those countries : but the following sketch is 
confined chiefly to a general view of the most pro- 
minent features of the old administration, illus- 
trated by a fkw well authenticated anecdotes, se- 
lected not so much on account of any peculiar 
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point or interest in themselves, as from their 
serving to shew the general temper and spi- 
rit of the policy by which the government of 
Spain was actuated, in her administration of the 
colonies. 

The Spanish American possessions were con- 
sidered, in law, from the time of the conquest, as 
integral parts of the monarchy, not as colonies of 
the mother country : they were held in fief by 
die crown in virtue of a grant from the Pope ; and 
their affairs were supposed to be regulated, not by 
the government of Spain, but by the King, a oB Jate d 
by aspecial board, named the Council of the Indies. 
A separate codeof laws alsowas established express- 
ly for them, called the Laws of the Indies. Ame- 
rica, then, wasnominally indqiendent of the Spanish 
nation ; and upon this principle, the South Ame- 
ricans, after Ferdinand^s imprisonment by Buona- 
parte, claimed an equal right with Spun to 
name Juntas to r^ulate their affiiirs, in the ab- 
sence of the King, their only legal head. At a 
moment such as that alluded to, this argument 
had some force and utility ; but, of^course. South 
America was always virtually governed by the 
minidters of Spain. 
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The country was divided into viceroyalties, 
captain-rgeneralsliips, intendencies^ and various 
other subdivisions. Each separate govemmeiit 
was independent of the others, but all were im« 
mediately under the Song and the Council of the 
Indies. 

Without going into, minute details, it is suiB* 
cient to state, that the principle on which the co« 
lomal government rested was, that no single de^ 
partment should be allowed to act without bang 
ebei^ed by some other : a principle weak and 
nunous, as it demonstrated a total want of oonfi-> 
dl^ise in the executive officers ; and by virtually 
depriving them of responsibility, yet still exact- 
ing obedience, took away the highest and most 
effective motive to the performance of their duty. 
The Viceroy was nominally controlled by a body 
caUed the Audiencia, the members of which were 
European Spaniards, who were not allowed to 
hold lands, or to marry in the country. The 
Audiencia bad the privilege of remonstrating with 
the Viceroy, and of corresponding directly with 
the Council of the Indies. But any beneficial ef-« 
feet which this might have had in protecting the 
people, was counteracted by the inordinate power 
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of the Viceroys, and their consequent means of 
influencing the Audienda, and every other subor- 
dinate authority, dvil, miUtaiy, judicial, or ec* 
desiastical. 

In free estates, administered by a representa- 
tive body, and when men are allowed to act and 
think for themselves, the legislative, executive, 
and judicial branches of the constitution, are 
easily kept separate by the essential distinctions in 
their nature. But in states arbitrarily governed, 
it invariably happens that these totally distinct 
functions either clash or blend themselves with one 
another, and mutually neutralize their respective 
good effects. In order, as it was pretended, to 
remedy the constant mischief arising out of this 
practical inefficiency, the number of official autho- 
rities in every department of the state was multi- 
plied beyond all example; for eveiy new office 
required afterwards a dozen others to watch it. 
The original complexity of the machine was thus 
daily augmented by the introduction of these wheels 
within wheels, and its operative effect became less 
and less. 

It is perfectly clear that no system of govern- 
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ment can be eflfective, as &r as the public pros- 
perity is concerned, if it be not perfectly under- 
stood by those whose conduct it is intended to 
control. This is true, even where the intentions 
of the rulers are honest, and have for their sole 
object the wealth and happiness of the people^ 
But when the olgect is the reverse of this, and 
when the welfare of the country is studiously re- 
pressed, there cannot be conceived a more effica- 
cious plan to perpetuate its degradation. The 
evil was immensely aggravated, also, by the man- 
ner in which this unintelligible system was con- 
stituted. Every individual composing it was a 
stranger in the land, bom in a distant country, 
and had no fellow-feeling, nor common inte- 
rest with the inhabitants. Neither worth nor ta- 
lents were thought of in nominating to these ap- 
pointments, the colonial offices being sold in Ma- 
drid, and the proceeds, at one time, made no in- 
considerable item in the royal revenues. ^^ AU 
public offices,^^ says the manifesto of Buenos 
Ayres, ^^ and employments, belonged exclusively 
to Spaniards ; and although Americans were 
equally called to them by the laws, they were 
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appointed only in rare instances, and even tfaen, 
not until they had satiated the cupidity of the 
couYt by enormous sums of money. Of one hun- 
dred and seventy Viceroys that have governed 
this country, only four have been Americans; 
and of six hundred and ten captain^generals and 
gOTemors, all but fourteen have been Spaniards. 
The same took place in every other post of im- 
portance ; and even amongst the common clerks 
of ofBce, it was rare to meet with Americans.^ 
This was a most grievous oppression; but the 
chief evil which resulted firom it consisted not so 
much in the absolute loss sustained by them, in 
consequence of their exclusion from stations of 
profit and honour, as in the moral degradation 
consequent upon the absence of all motive to ge^ 
nerous exertion, and the utter hopelessness that 
any merit could lead to useful distinction. 

This exclusion did not stop with oiScial pre^ 
ferment, but pervaded every branch of the state : 
the Spanish government, not content with tying 
up the hands of (he Americans, and forcing them 
to be idle and vicious ; extended tbia-lppMHiy oven 
to the mind, and forbade the cultivation and ex- 
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ercifle of those fiicalties which, leadt of all, it might 
be thought, ought to be subjected to the control 
of despotism. Not only trere agriculture and the 
arts, and manufactures and commerce, prohibit- , 
ed to the natiyes of the soil ; but literature, and 
every species of useful knowledge, was rigorous^ 
ly interdicted. To secure this exclusion, the 
inhabitants were forbid, upon pain of death, to 
trade with foreigners, none of whom were allowed 
to visit the country : Spaniards themselves could 
not set foot in the colonies without special per- 
mission, and for a limited time ; and even the in- 
habitants of the different provinces were denied, 
as far as it was possible, all intarcourse with one 
another, lest, by mutual communication, they 
should increase their knowledge. 

The difficulty of governing distant countries 
with justice, and with due consideration for the 
rights and happiness of the inhabitants, is fami- 
liar to the mind of every one who has studied our 
own Indian politics ; where, with the purest inten- 
tions of doing everything for the best, innumer- 
able artifices and anomalous provisions incumber 
the executive administration ; and render the sys- 

4 
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tern utterly unintelligible to the natives. Were 
the same system in the hands of the crown, with- 
out being, as at present, administered by a number 
of individuals of all parties, and, comparatively 
speaking, indifferent to political power and pa- 
tronage ; there can be little doubt that its practi- 
cal operation would soon prove destructive of the 
happiness of the Indian population, even were the 
intentions of the political authorities at home 
ever so virtuous. If this be true, with our repre* 
sentative government, and with the numerous 
constitutional checks which arrest the undue ex- 
ercise of authority at every turn, how much more 
must it have been in the case of South America ? 
With us, public opinion, as is universally allow- 
ed, is the best safeguard of the happiness of In- 
dia, and of the permanence of our authority. 
But in South America, where principles of go- 
vernment diametrically opposite prevailed, tiie in- 
stant public opinion was allowed to exert its in- 
fluence, the authority of the parent state was at 
an end. 

In proportion to the apprehension which the 

Spaniards felt that the presence of strangers 

9 
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might lessen their authority, they enforced their 
prohibitory laws with rigour. When the Spanish 
General Morillo captured Carthagena, he seized 
all the British and foreign merchants, threw them 
into dungeons, and would unquestionably have 
shot them all, for a breach of the laws of the In- 
dies, had it not been for the timely interference 
of the British admiral on the West India station. 
It was a capital crime, according to that code, for 
any foreigner to enter the Spanish dominions 
without a licence. An apprehension of the resent- 
ment of other nations has generally prevented the 
enforcement of the law to its utmost extent : but 
the same end was, perhaps, more effectually ser- 
ved by the most barbarous imprisonments. In 
Mr Robinson'^s interesting Memoirs of the Mex- 
ican Revolution, many curious anecdotes are 
given, which show the pertinacious and vindic- 
tive determination with which these regulations 
were enforced. Mr RoUnson^s cruel confine- 
ment of two years and a half, for no other 
crime than having been found in the country 
without a licence, is an ample c(Hnmentary on 

VOL. I. T 



290 CRUEL IKPSISONMENT. 

the whole subject. ^^ The dmigeoii in the Castle 
of San Juan de Ulua, in which he was confined^ 
was fourteen feet under the arches of the castle, 

r 

and a fidnt gloomy light was admitted by a small 
grating at the top.^^ One of his feUow-prisoners, 
a citizen of the United States, had the skin of his 
1^ chafed by the iron. ^^ From the want of diesa- 
mgs and wholesome aliment, the sore rapidly in- 
creased. The irritation and pressure of the iron 
caused the flesh and muscles to become complete- 
ly ulcerated to the bone, and the whole leg be- 
came a mass of putrefaction. Unavdling were 
his petitions to have his irons takenoff ; though his 
groans and excruciating agonies, at length, so far 
arrested the attention of his keqiers, that he was 
removed to the hospital. The physician, on exa- 
mining the horrid state of the leg, immediately ad- 
dressed a representation to the governor, stating, 
that unless the irons were removed, death would 
inevitably ensue. Upon the margin of the me- 
morial, the governor wrote the following inhuman 
reply, and sent it to the officer of the guard : 
* Que los Ucva, mientras respira.' — * Let him 
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wear them while he fareathes/— -In a few hours 
this victim of Spanish barbarity died.*"* 

Sometimes the intruders were sent to Spain, 
after being long confined in the colonial prisons, 
and from thence were remitted to Ceuta, in Afri- 
ca, after which they were seldom heard g£ more. 
Sometimes they were sent as convicts to Malaga, 
and other Spanish ports, where they were forced 
to work in chains. By these and other means, 
the spirit of the laws of the Indies was most ri- 
gorously enforced, and it required an extraordi- 
nary combination of fitvourable circumstances, 
and the stimulus of the most powerful motives of 
interest and patriotism, to free the country from 
their banefrd influence. 

It may naturally be asked, what possible mo- 
tive could give birth and permanence to so unwise 
and so wicked a system as this? It was no 
other, than that Spain alone, and her sons, should 
derive the whole wealth of the country, without al- 
lowing to the Americans themselves the smallest 



* Robinson's Memoirs of the Mexican Revolution^ 
Vol. I. page 313. 
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participation, or even the slightest hope of ever 
participating in those riches. 

That evil must spring out of principles and 
practices so repugnant to the laws of our nature, 
might have been anticipated. The re-action, in- 
deed, which we have witnessed upon Spain her- 
self, was inevitable ; and in the decay and final 
ruin of the mother country, we distinctly recog* 
nise a severe but merited retribution for the inju- 
ries cast upon the colonies. The enormous colo- 
nial patronage which the court possessed, complete- 
ly crushed the liberties of the mother country f— 
the ill-gotten money which came to it from Ame- 
rica, not being the produce of Spanish industry, 
passed off to other countries, without leaving a 
trace of national wealth behind, — and the re- 
stricted commerce which was intended to benefit 
the Peninsula alone, destroyed her credit, ruin* 
ed her manufactures, and finally lost her the mar- 
ket of the colonies. 

fi To accomplish the base, selfish, and short- 
sighted purpose alluded to, the clumsy device 
of degrading the whole population of South 
America was the only one which suggested it- 
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self to the cupidity of the Spaniards. And to 
ensure the permanence of a system so liable to 
revulsion, the whole country was covered with ac- 
tive and experienced agents, deeply interested in 
the maintenance of the same order of things. 
Humboldt has ascertained, that there were no less 
than hee hundred thousand old Spaniards in 
the colonies. Every art also was used to prevent 
the increase of population, by collecting the peo- 
ple together in towns, where, besides being more 
easily controlled by the military, they were prevent- 
ed from forming establishments, and augmenting 
their wealth ; as they unquestionably would hav^ 
done, had they been allowed to spread themselves 
over this fertile country, wherever their tastes or 
interests should direct them. Agriculture, indeed 
was not allowed to extend itself; and even so late 
as 1803, when Humboldt was in Mexico, orders 
were received from Spain to root up all the vines 
in the northern provinces, because the Cadiz 
merchants complained of a diminution in the 
consumption of Spanish wines. I was informed 
at Tepic of a measure precisely similar havii^ 
been a few years before actually carried into e£- 
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feet in New Galicia, in the case of some exteneive 
and flourishing tobacco-plantations. The'Ame* 
ricans were prevented, under seyere penalties, 
from raising flax, hemp, or saflron. The culture 
of the grape and olive were forbidden, as Spain 
was understood to supply the colonies with wine 
and oil. At Buenos Ayres, indeed, they were al- 
lowed to cultivate grapes and olives, but by spe« 
dal permission, and only in sufiident quantity 
for the taUe. 

Precisely in the same spirit, colics were not 
allowed to be founded, though permission was 
earnestly applied for by the inhabitants, and, in 
many instances, even schools were prohibited. A 
well-known Spanish minister observed, that a 
knowledge of reading and writing was quite enough 
for an American ; and King Charles the Fourth 
said, he did not think it proper that information 
should become general in America. 

In the manifesto published by the Constitu- 
tional Congress of Buenos Ayres, in October 
1816, these grievances are fordbly drawn. ^^ It 
was forbidden,^ they state, ^^ to teach the liberal 
sdences; we were only permitted to learn the 
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Latm Grammar, the philosophy of the schook, 
and civil and ecclesiastical jurisprudence. The 
Viceroy, Don Joaquim Pino, gave much offence 
by permitting a nautical school at Buenos Ayres, 
and in compliance with a mandate of the court, it 
was shut ; while at the same time, it was strictly 
prohibited to send our youth to Paris for the pur- 
pose of studying the science of chemistry, in order 
to teach it on their return.^ 

The change in this respect brought about by 
the Revolution, is one of the most remarkaUe 
drcumstances which have- attended that great 
ev^nt* Schools have been established in all parts 
of the country, where the actual presence of the 
war has not rendered it impossible : and the thirst 
for knowledge and instruction formerly described 
as having no existence, has proved to be quit<^ 
universal. The following extract from a Mexican 
newspaper, called £1 Sol, or the Sun, is interest* 
ing, on more accounts than one :-— 

" ADVEETISEMENT. 

" LANCASTRIAN SCHOOL. 
^^ The managers have the satisfaction to inform 
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the subscribers of the said school, that the place 
appointed for its commencement is one of the halls 
of the abolished (extinguida) Inquisition, which 
is now under preparation as a school-room. It is 
therefore necessary that the subscribers present 
their children, or those whom they think fit to 
recommend, to Don Andres Gonzalo Millan, mas* 
ter of the first class, (the director named by the 
patrons of the school,) who lives in No. ^, M an- 
rique Street, in order that they may be duly 
classed, and informed of the day of meeting. 

^^ The subscribers will send, in a similar view, 
the children of poor people also, who wish to be 
admitted ; giving to each child a ticket to certify 
his being entitled to admission. I^ in eight days 
from the publication of this notice, the full num- 
ber of children have not been presented by the 
subscribers, the managers will fill up the vacan- 
cies at their own discretion. 

" Mexico^ Wednesday the ^th Marcb^ 1822." 

As an important branch of the executive go- 
vernment, it may be mentioned, that the exactions 
in the shape of taxes, tithes, and duties, were le- 
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vied with a degree of severity unknown in any 
country, except, perhaps, in Spain. The duties 
on the precious metals at the mouth of the mine, 
though latterly much reduced, by the impossibi- 
lity of collecting the nominal amount, were, to the 
last hour of Spanish authority, a great and for- 
midable impediment to industry. Tobacco, salt, 
gunpowder, and quicksilver, were close royal mo- 
nopolies, the effect of which exclusion was not 
only to prevent the people from having an ade- 
quate supply of these articles, even at an im- 
mensely augmented price, but to deprive the go- 
vernment of a large revenue, which they might 
have obtained by a wiser system. 

The horrible Alcavala, the most vexatious of 
taxes, as it is levied ad infinitum upon every 
transfer of goods, pressed heavily upon all classes. 
Nothing escaped the tithes, and every individual 
in the country was compelled annually to pur- 
chase a certain number of the Pope^s bulls, under 
a penalty of forfeiting various important advan- 
tages. A man, for instance, who had not in his 
possession the ^^ Bula de Confesion,^ could not 
receive absolution on his death-bed; his will be- 
came invalid, and his property was confiscated. 



S&8 P&ISOKS. 

Erery stage of 1^^ proceedings was in the 
most deplorable state that can possiUy be coned- 
yed. The administration of justice, which, even 
in the best regulated governments, is so liaUe to 
delayand indiyidual hardship, had, in South Ame- 
rica, scarcely any existence whatever. There were 
forms enough, and writings enough, and longim* 
prisonments without number; but I never yet 
met a single individual, either Spaniard or Ame- 
rican, in any of those countries, who did not free- 
ly admit, that substantial justice was in no case 
to be looked for, even where the government had 
no interest in the event What chance any one 
had when his cause involved a political question, 
it is needless to say. Imprisonment, that bitter 
torture, was the grand recipe for everything :— 
^^ Sir,^ said a man to me, who knew well, from 
bug experience, what it was to be engaged ins 
South American law-suit, ^' they put you into 
prison, whatever the case be— they turn the key, 
and never think more of you.^ At the capture of 
Lima, the dungeons were found filled with prison- 
ers long forgotten by the courts, and agmnst whom 
no charge was upon record. The following ex- 
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tract ftom the Biblioteca Americana, No. 8., (a 
periodical woric recently puUished in London,) 
puts this branch of the subject in a strong light : — 
^f In America, as well as in Spain, there were 
collected together, in obscure, humid, and infect- 
ed dungeons, men and women, young and old, 
guilty and innocent ; the hardened in crime, along 
with those who had erred fo^r the first time ; the 
patriot and the murderer ; the simple debtor with 
the most determined robber — all were confounded 
together. The filth — ^the wretched fiure — the na- 
ked ground— -the irons— were all in South Ame- 
rica the same, or even worse than those of Spain. 
The Alcalde, generally taken firom the dregs of the 
people, was a kind of Sultan ; and his satellites, 
so many bashas, to whose severe and capricious 
decrees the unhappy prisoners were compelled to 
submit, without appeal. It is impossible to paint 
in colours sufficiently viyid the miseries to which 
all prisoners were subjected, or the inhumanity with 
which they were treated by their keepers. They 
were stripped of everything,*— deprived c£ all mo- 
tive to exertion,-— occasionaUy put to the torture, to 
confess imaginary crim0s,-*-and in all the prisons 
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corporal punisfament was allowed. Such was the 
state of the prisons all over South America during 
the dominion of the Spaniards. A Chilian writer, 
since the Revolution, describes with great enei^ 
the pemidous effects of this system in that coun- 
try. ' Among us,^ he says, ' a man was imprison- 
ed, not that he might be improved, but that he 
might be made to suffer, — ^not that he should work, 
but that he should learn idleness,— not as a use- 
ful warning to others, but to shock their feelings. 
On visiting a prison, we beheld several hundreds 
of men in rags, or entirely naked, — ^their counte- 
nances withered away, so that they were more like 
spectres in chains than men : they trembled at the 
presence of the insolent algnazil, who struck and 
insulted them. We examined the food of these 
miserable wretches, worn to skeletons, and it 
proved such as the lowest beggar in the streets 
would have rejected with disgust." " 

In Lima, where the population was upwards of 
seventy thousand, there w^e only two small pri- 
sons ; and the want of room aggravated the other 
miseries of the captives beyond all conception. But 
the most horrible of all prisons was invented in 
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Lima during the viceroy alty of Abascal. ^^ These 
were subterranean dungeons, constructed in such 
a manner that a man could not place himself in 
any natural position whatever. Many persons, 
victims of despotism, were confined in these holes 
for years ; and when at length let out, it was only 
to bewail their own existence, being rendered use- 
less and helpless for the rest of their lives ; crip- 
pled, and liable to acute pains and diseases, of an 
incurable nature.'*^ The public gave the name of 
little hells (infiemiUos) to these places, and they 
were allowed to exist in Lima fully a year after 
the Spanish Constitution had been proclaimed. I 
was in Lima at the time they were abolished, by 
a public decree, dated the 19th December 1821. 
San Martin, on the 15th October 1821, visited 
the prisons of Lima in person, accompanied by the 
judges and other public officers, who ftimished a 
list of all the prisoners, with an account of the 
crimes alleged against them. He listened patient- 
ly to what each prisoner had to say, and at once 
ordered a great number to be liberated, who had 
been wantonly placed there, without any sufficient 
charge,— directed proper provisions in future to 
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be suppfied to those who 
ed a commissioii, who weie ordered to hear and 
determme the whole of the cases within the space 
of twenty days, though many of them had been 
standing over for several years. The most admi- 
raUe regulations were afterwards estaUished re- 
specting the prisons of Lima.* 

The commercial system was in strict character 
with all the rest of this extraordinary mass of mis- 
goremment The old principle, that the colonies 
existed only for the benefit of the mother country, 
was acted up to completely. The sole otgects 
thoi^t of were to gather wealth into the hands 
of Spaniards, by abstracting the riches of South 
America; and to take care that the Americans 
ndther supplied themselves with any article, whidi 
Spain could possibly produce, nor obtained these 
supplies from any but Spaniards. No South Ame- 
rican could own a ship, nor could a cargo be con- 
signed to him ; no forrigtier was allowed to reside 



• The article entitled " Sobre Carcdes/' in the Biblio- 
teca Americana^ is well worthy of the attention of any 
person interested in these subjects. 
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in the country, unless bom in Spain ; and no ca- 
pital, not Spanish, was permitted in any shape to 
be employed in the colonies. Orders were given, 
that no foreign vessel, on any pretence whatev^, 
should touch at a South American port Even 
ships in distress were not to be received with com* 
mon hospitality, but were ordered to be sozed as 
prizes, and the crews imprisoned. 

The capture of Lima has put the Patriots in 
possession of many curious state papers, some of 
iHiich have been published, reflecting much light 
on the details of the colonial system. Amongst 
these is a curious extract firom the report of the 
proceedings of Don Teodoro de Croix, Viceroy of 
Peru and ChiH, between the years 1784 and 1790, 
drawn up by himself for the use c£ his successor. 
He gives at great length, and with as much im- 
portance as if the whole Spanish colonies depend- 
ed upon it, an account of an American ship from 
Boston, having touched at the Island of Juan Fer- 
nandez, in distress. She had lost, it appears, one 
of her masts, sprung her rudder, and had run 
short of water and flre-wood. The Viceroy states, 
that the governor of the island sent off to the ves- 
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sel, and, on discovering her to be in great distress, 
and that she had no cargo on board, after some 
hesitation as to what was the proper line of con- 
duct on such an occasion, decided to act hospi- 
tably; (se habia decidido por la hospitalidad ;) 
and having allowed her to repair her damages, and 
to take in wood and water, permitted her to sail. 
" In my answer to the governor,'' adds the Vice- 
roy, ^^ I expressed my displeasure for the bad ser- 
vice which he had rendered to the king, in allow- 
ing the strange ship to leave the port, instead of 
taking possession both of her and the crew, and 
giving an account of his having done so to his im- 
mediate superior, the President of Chili, whose 
orders he ought to have waited for. I expressed 
my surprise, that the governor of an island should 
not know that every strange vessel which anchor- 
ed in these seas, without a licence from our court, 
ought to be treated as an enemy, even though the 
nation to which she belonged should be an aUy of 
Spain. This is in conformity to the Royal Or- 
dinance of the 26th November 1692. And I 
gave orders, that if the ship should appear again, 
she should immediately be seized, and the crew 

16 
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imprisoned. I also wrote to the Viceroy of New 
Spain, to give him an account of thb trsmsaction, 
and to recommend him to look out for the ship in 
question. Finally, I desired a complete statement 
of the whole affair to be transmitted to his Ma* 
jesty." 

The Presid^t of Chili, it seems, wrote to the 
Viceroy to justify the governor e£ the island for 
what he had done, on the ground of an existing 
treaty between the two coimtries, by which the 
Spaniards were bound to give succocmB to vessek 
in distress, tc^ether with a Royal Ordinance in 
the laws of the Indies to the same efieet. The 
Viceroy, however, true to the spirit of the com- 
mercial regulations, replies to the presidents re* 
presentation, by again calling his attention to the 
above OrdSnance, and reprimanding him and the 
Audienday for not having wit enough to see that 
the treaty and the article alluded to in the laws of 
the Indies were meant to apply solely to his Ca- 
tholic M ajesty^s dominions, ports, and coasts, north 
of the Americas ; in which regions alone foreign 
powers had any territories ; and ^* not at all to the 
coasts of the South Sea, where they neither have, 
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nor ought to have, (ni tienen ni deben tener,) any 
territories requiring their ships to double Cape 
Horn, or to pass through the Straits of MageUan 
or Le Maire.^ The Vieeroy further reports, that 
this affair of the Boston i^p induced him to send^ 
with all due circumspection, (con la reserva con-^ 
veniente,) repeated cautions, and orders to the in- 
tendants and other officers along the whole coast 
of Peru, ^^ not to allow any foreign vessel whatever 
to anchor ; and that, should any one enter the 
port, the local authorities were sagaciously and 
carefully to use every artifice to take possession of 
her and of the crew. And,^^ he adds, ^^ lest the 
strangers should demand supplies, and threaten to 
use force, the cattle and other articles in the neigh- 
bouring farms, which might afford relief to them, 
are to be carried off to the interior upon these ocr 
casions.^ He also desires that sentinels and look- 
out men be placed on all the hills overlooking the 
coasts, in order that immediate information may be 
given of any vessel appearing. ^^ I had again occa- 
sion to repeat these cautions^^ says the Viceroy, 
^' in consequence of having received intelligence 
from a Spanish vessel, lately arrived at CaUaq, 
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that an English ship had been seen in lat. 5W 
south, giving herself out to be in search of whales."*^ 

Had Spain been engaged in the hottest war 
with America and England, measures more hos- 
tile could not haye been taken. And it gives pot 
a bad picture of the feverish jealousy with which 
the colonies were guarded, when we see the single 
arrival of a dismasted American ship, producing 
a commotion along the whole coast of New Spain, 
Peru, and Chili ; and when the accidental ren- 
contre of a Spanish ship with an English whaler, 
at the distance of thirty- eight degrees of latitude, 
is considered suflScient cause of alarm by the Vice- 
roy of Peru, to induce him to send orders to 
the authorities on the coast from Guayaquil to 
Iquique, to redouble their vigilance in watching 
for strangers. 

This curious and characteristic example, though 
it be not one which shows the immediate interfe- 
rence of the government with the happiness of the 
Americans, discloses the real extent of that jea- 
lous and cruel system, upon which the Spanish 
government proceeded in all that* related to the 
wants of the colonists, for whom they never, for a 
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angle instant, seem to have had tlie dighteat con- 
sideration. 

The sole pirpose for whidi the Ammcans ex- 
iated, waa held to be that of coUectmg together the 
precious metals for the Spaniards. If the wild 
horses and cattle, which overrun the country, 
could have been tndned to perform the same Qf<* 
fioe, the inhabitants might have been altogether 
dispensed with, and the colonial system would 
have been perfect Unfortunately, however, fox 
that system, the South Americans, notwithstand-» 
ing the net- work of chains by which they were en-» 
veloped, had still some sparks of humanity left, 
and, in spite of all their d^adation, longed ear« 
nestly for the enjoyments suitable to their nature ; 
and finding that the Spaniards neither could nor 
would furnish them with an adequate supply, they 
invited the assistance of other nations. To this 
call the other nations were not slow to listen ; and, 
in process of time, there was established one of 
the most extraordinary systems of organized 
smuggling which the world ever saw. This was 
known under the name of the contraband or forced 
trade, and was carried on in armed vessds, w^ 
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manned, and prepared to fight their way to the 
coast, and to resist, as they often did with effect, 
the guarda costas, or coast blockades of Spain. 
This singular system of warlike commerce was 
conducted by the Dutch, Portuguese, French, 
English, and latterly by the North Americans. 
In this way, goods to an immense value weredii^ 
tributed oyer South America, and although the 
prices were necessarily high, and the supply pre- 
carious, that taste for the comforts and luxuries of 
European invention was first encouraged, which 
afterwards operated so powerftilly in giving a steady 
and intelligible motive to the efforts of the Pa- 
tnotSy in their struggles with the mother country. 
Along with the goods which the contrabimd forced 
into the colonies, no small portion of knowledge 
found entrance, in spite of the increased exertions 
of the Inquisition, and church influence, aided by 
the redoubled vigilance of government, who en^ 
forced every penalty with the utmost rigour. , 
Many foreigners, too, by means of bribes and other 
arts, succeeded in getting into the country, so that 
the progress of intelligence was gradually encou- 
raged, to the utter despair of the Spaniards, who 
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knew no other method of governing the colonies 
but that of force, unsupported by the least shadow 
of opinion, or of good will. 

How long it might have been before this slow 
importation of knowledge, and this confined d^ree 
of intercourse with foreigners, if unaided by other 
causes, would have stimulated the Americans to 
assert their birthright, it is very difficult to say. 
Unforeseen circumstances, however, brought about 
that catastrophe, in some respects perhaps prema- 
ture, which has recently broken their chains, and 
enabled them, by a display of energy alu^ether 
unlooked for, even by themselves, to givjB the lie 
to those cruel aspersions cast on thdr national 
character by their former rulers. 

The operation of unrestricted trade is certainly 
the most conspicuous and striking result that has 
followed upon the new order of things. But the 
action of a free press, or of a press comparatively 
free, is not much less remarkable. It displays it- 
self chiefly in the form of newspapers, which start 
up in every comer where the ancient authority has 
been removed. These papers treat not only of 
the news, and of the political discussions of the 
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' day, but their columns are often filled with transla- 
tions from French and English works, heretofore 
rigorously prohibited. A vast number of pamph- 
lets also are scattered over the oountiy ; many of 
which, it is true, consist of local and transitory to- 
pics ; but there are many others which contribute 
essentially, by means of original essays, as weU as 
translations from foreign works of acknowledged 
excellence, to enlighten the minds of the peoj^. 
Occasional abuses of this liberty have occurred; 
but, upon the whole, it is truly surprising to see 
how discreetly this formidable weapon has been 
handled by persons quite untrained to its use. 
• It was (Nriginally my intention to have related, 
at this place, some circumstances within my own 
knowledge, illustrative of the effect which a per- 
version of the Roman Catholic religion has had 
upon the society ; and I was the more inclined to 
take this course, from a strong persuasion that both 
the principles and the manners of the South Ame- 
ricans have received their deepest stain from this 
source. 

In preparing the materials, however, for this 
exposition, the task proved at once revolting and 
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uiigraeiou9 ; aod, after aome besiftfttioh, it was de« 
cided to relioqubh the effect whidi it m^Iit pro* 
dace IB fu^ortiBg this view, I felt» indeed, un-* 
wiUing to iQcnr the risk of dioddng the feelings of 
m«ny who may agree with me in thinking, diatit 
is scarcely poissible to treat such a sulgect in de« 
t«il— -and by details abne can it be done effectoal*. 
)y.^withottt a painful and needless degree of inde- 
licacy. It is sufficient to motion, that, in the pntc^ 
tice of the CaAolic religion, all its dignity, I had 
almost sidd all its utility, has been lost — the minds 
of those subjected to its perverted instituticms, and 
disgusting forms, have hem debased beyond all 
example-^d moral principles, .Iso, «.d dome*, 
tic manners, have been, in oonsequence* scandih 
lously outraged in practice. Fortemately, however^ 
the real character and dispositions of the Ameri«> 
cans, are rational apd docile ; and there is every 
reason to expect^ in consequence of aU that has re* 
suited from the Revolution, that the eyes of the 
great mass of the population are now fully open* 
ed to a due perception of these abuses, which not 
only limited their own social happiness, but, by 
degrading them in their own opinion, rendered 
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the work of oppression a task of comparative ease 
and certainty. 

I have said nothing of the treatment of the In- 
dians, because I cannot speak from personal db- 
serration of their present state, compared with the 
past. In every instance, however, the new govern- 
moDts have aboKshed the oppressive poll-tax, and, 
what was still more grievous, the forced service or 
mita. Decrees have been published in all the new 
states, formally including the Indians among the 
number of free citizens,.and repealing the laws by 
which they were rendered ineligible to offices of 
trust, and as witnesses in a court of justice. 

Now that all classes of men are allowed to settie 
where they please, the population will spread it- 
self over the country and rapidly increase ; and 
the Indians will soon find it their interest to con- 
nect themselves with the settlers, and friendly al- 
liances will be formed, greatly to the advantage of 
all parties. The motives, indeed, to industry, and 
to improvement of every kind, in South America, 
are innumerable ; and the reaction which, accord- 
ing to every principle of human nature, may be 
expected to take place, when the weight of tyran- 
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nical authority is entirely removed, baffles all cal- 
culation : it must, however, be prodigious — and 
perhaps the present military excitement, and the 
exclusive occupation which it furnishes in that 
country, may not be so great a misfortune as it is 
sometimes supposed. It may contribute eventual- 
ly to its more tranquil establishment, by giving 
the inhabitants time to r^ect and act deliberate- 
ly, instead of rushing at once and unprepared, 
from a state of slavery, into the full exercise of 
civil liberty. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
CHILI. 

CAUI8JB TO THE SOUTH COAST OF CHILI, TO INQUIRE IN-* 
TO THE PROCEEDINGS OF BENAVIDES THE PIRATE. 

On the 1st of October 1821, we sailed from 
Valparaiso for Conception, the firontier town on 
the coast, at the distance of two hundred and 
twenty miles to the southward. Our otgect was 
to discover what had become of certain English 
and American seamen lately made prisoners by a 
piratical chief of the name of Benavides, whose 
head-qtiarters were at Arauco, the capital of an 
unconquered Indian district of the same name. It 
is situated on the coast opposite the Island of St 
Mary'*8, one of the stations to which American 
and English ships repair to catch seals, and recruit 
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their stock of wood and water. Benavides had, 
in the first instance, succeeded in entrapping the 
American whaling ship Hero, which he surprised 
in the night-time ; and, with the boats and arms of 
his prize, he contrived to capture two other Ame- 
rican vessels, the Ocean and Herselia, and finally, 
the English whale ship Perseverance. 

The history of Benavides is curious. He was 
a native of Conception, and served, for some 
time, in the Chilian army, iSrom which he desert- 
ed to the RoyaUsts, but was retaken at the bat- 
tle of Maypo in 1818. He was of a ferocious 
character, and as, in addition to the crime of de- 
sertion, he had committed several murders, he 
was sentenced to death, along with his brother 
and other delinquents. Accordingly, the whole 
party were brought forth in the Flaasa of Santia- 
go and shot Benavides, who, though terribly 
wounded, was not killed, had sufficient fortitude 
to feign himself dead. The bodies being dragged 
off, were left without burial to be destroyed by 
the Gallinazos, a species of vulture. The ser- 
geant who superintended this last part of the ce- 
remony was personally inimical to Benavides, fi^r 
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murdering some of his relations ; and to gratify 
his revenge, drew his sword, and while they were 
dragging the body of his foe to the pile, gave it 
a severe gash across the neck. The resolute Be- 
navides bore this also, without flinching, and lay 
like a dead man amongst the others, until it be- 
came dark ; he then contrived to extricate him- 
self from the heap, and in a most miserable plight 
crawled to a neighbouring cottage, the generous 
inhabitants of which received and attended him 
with the greatest care. 

General San Martin, who was at that time 
planning the expedition to Peru, and was looking 
about for able and enterprising individuals, heard 
of Benavides being still alive ; and knowing hia 
talents and courage, considered him a fit person 
to serve some of his desperate purposes in those 
trying timcQ, when, to gain the great objects in 
view, there was little scrupulousness about the 
means. It is even said that the bold mi&an him- 
self gave information of his b^g alive, and in- 
vited San Martin to hold a secret conference at 
midnight, in the centre of the great square of 
Santiago. The appointed signal was to strike 
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fire from thetr flints three times ; a mark sufB- 
dently conspicuous for the purpose of distinction, 
yet of a nature calcuhited to excite no suspicion. 
San Martin accordingly, alone and provided with 
a brace of pistols, went to the spot, where he en- 
countered Benavides similarly armed. After a 
long conference with the desperado, whom he 
finally engaged in his service, he settled that Be^ 
navides should, for the present, serve in the Chi- 
lian army, employed against the Araucanian In- 
dians in the south ; but should be ready to join 
the army in Peru, when the expedition sailed. 
This was ill judged in San Martin ; for Benavides 
soon quarrelled with the Chilian General, and 
once more changed sides, offering his services to 
the Indians, who were delighted to obtain so brave 
and unrelenting an associate. In a short time, 
his experience and congenial ferocity gave him 
so grc^at an ascendency amongst this warlike race, 
that he was elected Commander-in-chief. He 
soon collected a respectable force, and laid waste 
the whole of the Chilian frontier, lying along the 
right bank of the great river Biobio, to the infinite 
annoyance of the Chilians, who could ill afibrd 
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troops, at that moment, to repel these inroads ; 
nearly the whole resources of the country being 
required to fit out the expedition against Peru. 

Benavides, taking, advantage of this favourable 
moment, augmented his authority amongst the 
Araucanians, by many succes^l incursions into 
Chili; till, at length, fancying himself a mighty 
monarch, he thought it becoming his dignity to 
have a fleet as well as an army. Accordingly, 
with the help of his bold associates, he captured 
several vessels. The first of these was the Ame- 
*«>.WpHe»,.bichh.«apn»dtad,.,ugh., 
as she lay at anchor off the coast. His next prize 
was the Herselia, an Ameriean brig, which had 
sailed on a sealing voyage to New South Shet- 
land, and after touching there, had come on to 
the Island of St Mary^s, where she anchored in a 
small bay exactly opposite to the town of Arauco, 
the well-lnown scene of many desperate contests 
between the old Spaniards and the unconquered 
Indians of that territory. 

While the unconscious crew were proceeding, 
as usual, to catch seals on this island, lying about 
three leagues from the main land of Arauco, an 
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scrmed body of men rushed from the woods, and 
overpowering them, tied their hands behind their 
backs, and left them imder a guard on the beach. 
These were no other than the pirates ; who now 
took the Herselia's own boats, and going on board, 
surprised the captain and four of his crew, who 
had remained to take care of the brig ; and ha- 
Ting brought off the prisoners firom the beach, 
threw them all into the hold, dosing the hatches 
over them. They then tr^ped the vessel's an« 
chor, and sailing over in triumph to Arauco, 
were received by Benavides, with a salute of 
musketry, fired under the Spanish flag, which 
it was their chieTs pleasure to hoist on that 
day. In the course of the next night, Bena- 
vides ordered the captain and his crew to be re- 
moved to a house on shore, at some distance from 
the town ; thai taking them out one by one, he 
stripped and pillaged them of all they possess- 
ed, threatening them the whole time with drawn 
swords and loaded muskets. Next morning, he 
paid tfie prisoners a visit, and having ordered 
them to the capital, called together the prindpal 
people of the town, and desired each to select one 
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as a servant. The captain and four others not hap- 
pening to please the fancy of any one, Benavides, 
after saying he would himself take charge of the 
captain, gave directions, on pain of instant death, 
that some persons should hold thenkselves respon- 
sible for the other prisoners. Some days after this 
they were called together, and required to serve as 
soldiers in the Pirate^s army ; an order to which 
they consented without hesitation, knowing well, 
by what they had already seen, that the conse- 
quences of reftisal would be fatal. 

About a month afterwards, Benavides manned 
the Herselia brig, partly with his own people, 
and partly with her original crew, and dispatch- 
ed her on a mission to the Island of Chiloe, to 
solicit assistance from the Spanish authorities 
there. The brig was placed under the command 
of the mate, who was given to understand, that, 
if he betrayed his trust, the captain and his other 
countrymen would be put to death. This warn- 
ing had its effect : The brig went and returned as 
desired ; bringing back a twenty-four-pound gun, 
four six-pounders, and two light field-pieces, with 
a quantity of ammunition ; besides eleven Spanish 
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offioeni) ftnd twenty soldiers ; together with the 
most complimentary and encouraging letters firom 
the governor of ChiloC) who, as a good and loyal 
Spaniard, was well pleased to assist any one who 
would harass the Patriots, without thinkbg it his 
business to inquire very strictly into the character 
and habits of his ally. Shortly afterwards, the 
English whale-ship, Perseverance, was captured 
by Benavides ; and in July, the American brig. 
Ocean, having on board several thousand stand 
of arms, also fell into his hands. The Ocean was 
bound, it was said, from Bio de Janeiro to Lima, 
but running short of water and fuel, had put into 
the Island of St Mary^s, where she was surprised 
and taken during the night. This, great acces- 
sion of ships, arms, and men, fairly turned the 
pirate'^s head ; and, from that time, he seriously 
contemplated the idea of organizing a regular ar- 
my, with which he was to march agidnst Santiago ; 
while his fleet was to take Valparaiso : thus Chili 
was to be reconquered, without loss of time. He 
was thwarted a good deal, however, in the out- 
set, by the difficulty of making the sailors use^ 
fill ; one of the hardest tasks in the world being 
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timt of convertiiig Jadk into a soldier. The s^ 
yerity of his discipline, however, struck such ter* 
ror into the seamen^s minds, that he not only madd 
them handle a musket, and submit to the drilling 
and dressing, practices utterly repugnant to their 
habits, but, for a time, entirely stopped desertion* 
He first put the^ captain of the Perseverance to 
death for having attempted to escape ; and some 
time afterwards, having caught one of the seamen 
who had deserted, he inhumanly ordered the poor 
fellow to be cut to pieces, and the mangled body 
to be exhibited as a warning to the others. 

Benavides, though unquestionably a ferocious 
savage, was, nevertheless, a man of resource, fuU 
of activity, and of considerable energy of character. 
He converted the whale spears and harpoons into 
lances for his cavalry, and halberts for his ser-. 
geants ; and out of the sails he made trowsers for 
half his army : the carpenters he set to buildiiq; 
baggage-carts, and repairing his boats ; the ar^ 
mourers he kept perpetually at work, mending 
muskets, and making pikes; mani^ing, in this 
way, to turn the skill of every one of his prisoners 
to some useful account. He treated the officers. 
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t6o, not unkindly, allowed them to live in his 
house, and was very anxious, on all occasions, to 
have their advice respecting the equipment of his 
troops. Upon one occasion, when walking with 
the captain of the Herselia, he remarked, that 
his army was now almost complete in every re^ 
spect, except in one essential particular ; and it 
cut him, he said, to the soul, to think of such 
a defidency : he had no trumpets for the cavalry ; 
and added, that it was utterly impossible to make 
the fellows believe themselves dragoons, unless 
they heard a blast in their ears at every turn ; and 
neither men nor horses would ever do their dutv 
properly, if not roused to it by the sound of a 
trumpet ; in short, he declared, some device must 
be hit upon to supply this equipment. The cap- 
tain, willing to ingratiate himself with the pirate, 
after a little reflection, suggested to him, that 
trumpets might easily be made out of the copper 
sheets nailed on the bottom of the ships he had 
taken. " Very true,'' cried the delighted chief;. 
" how came I not to think of that before ?" In- 
stantly all hands were employed in ripping off the 
copper, and the annourers being set to work un- 
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der his personal superintendence, the whole camp, 
before night, resounded with the warlike blasts of 
the cavalry. 

It is difficult to conceive how this adventurer 
could have expected his forced auxiliaries, the 
Americans and English, to be of much use to 
him in action ; for he nQver trusted them even on 
a march without a guard of horsemen, whose or- 
ders were to spear any one who attempted to es- 
cape : in this way he afterwards carried them many 
a weary league over the country. 

The captain of the ship, who had given him 
the brilliant idea of the copper trumpets, had, by 
these means, so far won upon his good will and 
confidence, as to be allowed a considerable i^ange 
to walk in. He, of course, was always looking out 
for some plan of escape ; and at length an oppor- 
tunity occurring, he, with the mate of the Ocean, 
and nine of his own crew, seized two whale boats, 
imprudently left on the banks of the river, and 
rowed off. Before quitting the shore, they took 
the precaution of staving all the other boats, to 
prevent piirsuit, and, accordingly, though their 
escape was immediately discovered, they succeed- 
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ed in getdng so much the start of the people 
whom Bmavides sent after them, that they reach- 
ed St Mary^s Island in safety. Here they caught 
several seals, upon whidi they subsisted very mi- 
serably till they reached Valparaiso. 

It was in consequence of the report of Bena- 
vides^s proceedings made to 8ir Thomas Hardy, 
the Commander-in-Chief, by these persons, th^ 
he deemed it proper to send a ship, to rescue, if 
possible, the remaining unfortunate captives at 
Arauco. I was ordered on this service ; and the 
senior officer of the squadron of the United States 
having no ship to spare at that moment, I was 
directed to use equal exertions to liberate the sea- 
men of that nation. The captain and mate of the 
Herselia, who had recently escaped, offered me 
their services as pilots, and I was afterwards much 
indebted to them for their zeal and local know- 
ledge. 

It ought to have been mentioned before, that 
Benavides some times, when it suited his purpose, 
affected to call himself a Sjfanish officer, and often 
hoisted a Spanish flag; though, in general,_he 
carried colours of Ids own invention, as chief, of 
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the Auracanian nation, and totally independ^it 
of Spain. The circumstance of his sometimes 
calling himself a Spaniard, together with his ha- 
ving receiyed assistance from Chiloe, made it 
rather delicate ground for neutrals to tread on, 
and I was instructed to avoid any measures likely 
to embroil us with the contending parties ; but to 
recover the seamen, if possible, without offending 
either. 

As the wind, at this season of the year, blows 
almost constantly from the southward, the passage 
from Valparaiiso to Conception was very tedious ; 
for, though the distance was little more than two 
himdred miles, it occupied us seven days before 
we came in sight of the high lands over the town. 
As we approached the shore we were cheered 
with the appearance of hills wooded from top to 
bottom, a sight to which we had long been stran- 
gers. The Bay of Conception is a large square 
inlet, open on the north, while the south and the 
west sides are formed by a high promontory jut- 
ting out from the main land, and bending into the 
shape of an elbow ; each side being three or four 
leagues long. Talcuhuana, a miserable town, 
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with a dilapidated fort, is the sea-port of Concep- 
tion ; and occupies the south-western angle of the 
square. The present city lies a league further 
inland, about five or six miles distant from Tal- 
cuhuana. 

We found in the harbour a ship from Lima, 
fiill of Chilian Royalists ; unhappy people who 
had emigrated to, Peru, when their country had 
been rendered independent by the arms of San 
Martin. Being followed to Lima, by their evil ge- 
nius, they had resolved to return to their native 
place; and throw themselves on the mercy of 
their countrymen the Patriots. These poor peo- 
ple, strangers in their own land, had found, as 
they expected, their possessions in the hands of 
others, and scarcely knew whither to bend their 
steps. 

I landed with one of the midshipmen, intend- 
ing to ride to Conception, and on the beach met 
the captain of the ship which had brought the 
passengers. I had known him in Lima a most 
staunch Royalist, and was amused to find him here 
transformed into just as staunch a Patriot The 
truth is, that he, like many others we met with, 
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whose fiole object was gain, eared very little for 
either sid^ ; and though he had the art to seem 
thoroughly in earnest in his politics, never 
thought seriously of anything but of his freight. 
He introduced us to the Governor of Talcuhua- 
na, who received us with a stateliness of manner, 
worthy of the insignificance of his situation ; and 
when we spoke to him about horses, said very 
pompously, he would most gladly use his influ- 
ence to get us mounted. In the meantime, we 
strolled over the town and decayed fortifications, 
lately, we were told, in perfect repair ; but the 
rains are here so hard, that exposure to a few wet 
seasons soon demolishes any work not built of 
stone. On returning to the government-house, 
we found no horses, nor could we hear any tidings 
of our obUging friend his ExceUency the Gover- 
nor. We therefore cast about for some other as- 
sistance, and at last tired of waiting, walked into 
a house, where we observed a gentleman reading, 
and some ladies sitting at work. We sat down 
and chatted for some time with them, and on 
communicating our distress, the worthy master of 
the house being pleased, as he said, with our at- 
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tmlioii in YintiDg him, and gratified, perhaps, by 
the attentiim we paid to his good lady, who was 
neither young nor handsome, said he would lend 
us his own horses, whispering mysteriously in our 
ears at the same time, that the govemor^s o£Per 
was merely un chasco-**a humbug ! 

Talcuhuana is described in books as bebg 
strongly fi^rtified ; and it certainly is capable of 
being rendered very formidable ; but the works 
have been allowed to go to decay, and all that now 
remains is a ditch of no great width or depth. 
Over this is thrown a drawbridge, which we cross- 
ed on horseback in fear and trembling, lest it 
should break down. The sentinel who guarded 
it was a rough, half-dressed, donkey boy, who 
staggered under the weight of a musket, on the 
lock of which we read the word toweb. 

After passing the barrier, we rode over a swamp 
of some length, along a hard, well-made road, 
which brought us to some low grassy hills, from 
which we had a fine view of the country. In 
the interior, the mountains were clad in the rich- 
est, verdure ; with many extensive and beautiftd 
openings, exposing .to view banks of rich grass, and 
long viatas in the forests, varied by mosses of light 
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and shade ; the whole prospect bringing to our 
recollection some of the most carefolly managed 
park scenery of England. The scale, it is true, 
is here somewhat more extensire, although the 
resemblance is equally striking when the landscape 
is examined in detail 

These r^ections led us to question our guide 
as to the causes of the deserted appearance of so 
magnificent a country. He was an intelligent 
man, and gave a melancholy account of the de- 
structiye wars, of which this country had been the 
theatre for some years past ; first, when the Chi« 
lians were struggling against the Spaniards for 
their liberty, and lately between the Chilians and 
the Araucanisn Indians, under the outlaw Bena- 
▼ides. Sometimes one party were masters of the 
country, sometimes the other ; but to the poor in« 
habitants it mattered little which ; since both ar« 
mies drove away the cattle and the sheep, and not 
unfirequendy the inhabitants themselyes, burning 
their dwellings, destroying their inclosures, and 
laying the whole country waste. 

In the course of our ride we passed over many 
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leagues of country, once evidently covered with 
hatntations, but now totally deserted, and all the 
cottages in ruins. Rich pastures, and great tracks 
of arable land, of the finest quality, were allowed 
to run to weeds ; without a single individual to be 
seen, or a cow, or a sheep, or, indeed, any living 
thing. The absence of peace and security had 
thus in a few years reduced this fertile country to 
a state of desolation, as complete, for all the pur- 
poses of life, as that of the deserts on the coast of 
Peru. 

When we came within half a league of the town 
of Conception, we first saw the great river Biobio, 
at that place about two miles wide, and flowing 
past in a majestic manner. From aneighboming 
hdght could be traced the windings of this grand 
stream for many leagues up the country, till lost 
sight of amongst the mountains. The town of 
Conception, even at a distance, partook, in its ap- 
pearance, of the character of the times ; for the 
churches were aU in ruins, and the streets in such 
decay, that we actually found ourselves in the 
suburbs before knowing that we had reached the 
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town ; 80 complete had been the destruction. 
Whole quadras, which had been burnt down and 
reduced to heaps of rubbish, were now so thickly 
ovei^own with weeds and shrubs, that scarcely 
any trace of their former character was distin-: 
guishable. The grass touched our feet as we rode 
along the footpaths, marking the places of the old 
carriage-ways. Here and there parts of the town 
had escaped the ravage, but these only served to 
make the surrounding desolation more manifest. 
A strange incongruity prevailed everywhere : of- 
fices and court-yards were seen, where the housee( 
to which they had belonged were completely gone ; 
and sometimes the houses remained, in ruins in- 
deed^ but everything about them swept away. 
Near the centre of the town, a magnificent sculp- 
tured gateway attracted our •attention : upon in- 
quiry, we found it had been the principal entrance 
to the Bishop^s Palace, of which there was not a 
vestige left, although the gateway was in perfect 
preservation. Many of the houses which did re- 
main were uninhabited ; and such is the rapidity 
with which vegetation advances in this climate, 
that most of these buildings were completely en- 
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velopedin a lliidc mantle of sbrabf, creepers, and 
wild-flowers, while the streets were ererywhere 
knee-deep in grass and weeds. 

The Plasa, or great square, generally the resort 
of a busy crowd, was as still as the grave. At one 
end stood the remains of the cathedral, rapidly 
Crumbling to dust ; the whole of the western aisle 
had already fallen in, and the other parts, built of 
brick, and formerly covered with polished cement, 
stood bare, and nodding to their fall. A solitary 
peasant, wrapped in his poncho, stood at the comer 
of the square, leaning against the only remaining 
angle of the cathedral ; and in a dark corner^ 
amongst the ruins of the fallen aisle, were seated 
four or five women round a fire cooking their meat 
by hanging it in the smoke over the embers. 

In some of the smaller streets there were many 
more people ; for the town, though stripped of its 
wealth and importance, was not altogether depo> 
pulated. The few remaining inhabitants had 
drawn together for mutual support and consola- 
tion in these sorrowfiil times. The children were 
almost all handsome, and had the appearance 
of belonging to a fine race : unlike their parents. 
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they were tmconscioiui of the evils by which their 
country had been overwhebned, and though doubt- 
less often hungry and cold enough, looked as hap- 
py and merry as their elders were despondent and 
miserable. 

The governor received us courteously, and 
gave us all the information he possessed. Ac- 
counts, he said, had been received of Benavides 
having crossed the river Biobio at a place called 
Monterey, twenty-five leagues above Conception. 
He had marched upon Chilian, a town about 
thirty leagues o£P, in a N.N.E. direction ; and 
had with him thirteen hundred followers, inclu- 
ding the English and American seamen taken at 
Arauco. A considerable force, he told us, had 
recently marched from Conception, and succeed- 
ed in getting between Benavides and the river 
Biolno ; there being also a well-appointed force in 
ChiUan, it was next to impossible, he thought, that 
the outlaw could now escape. Benavides, it seem- 
ed, never gave quarter, but the governor assured 
me that, as the Chilians did not retaliate, the sea- 
men incurred no danger on this account. I was 
anxious to engage some Indian messenger, to com- 

3 
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mtmicate eidier with the jniate hunadf, or with 
his captires ; bat the governor drew up at this, 
and expressed some surprise at my thinking it 
either proper or possible to m^tiate with this 
desperate oudaw, who was, he said, little better 
than a w3d beast, and approachable only by force. 
As correct information respecting the fiuther 
proceedings, of Benavides would probably reach 
the local goyemment in the course of a couple of 
days, I determined to wait for the courier, and to 
employ the interval in examining the Bay of Con- 
ception. An"x>fficer was accordingly sent with 
boats, to survey and sound aU the different an- 
chorages, while the ship proceeded to several small 
ports lying round the bay. The first of these was 
Penco, a town built on the site of the old city of 
Conception, which was swept away by a great 
wave, that accompanied the earthquake of 1751. 
When th^ city was to be rebuilt, a more inland 
situation was chosen, but as it stands at present on 
low ground, it is questionable whether an earth- 
quake wave of any magnitude might not still 
reach it. As we had heard of coal beingjn this 
district, we engaged a guide to shew us where it 
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was to be found, and had not walkad a mile into 
the country before we reached some excavations 
at the suxfiioe of the ground, from which the coal 
is worked without any trouble. The seam is thick 
and apparently extensive, and might, probably, 
with due care and skill, be wrought to any ex- 
tent. 

In the course of our walk to the coal-pits, we fell 
in with an intelligent native, who offered himself 
as /our guide, and interested us a good deal, by his 
account of the past and present state of the coun- 
try. He had been cattle-keeper, he said, to a 
farmer, and, at one time, had charge of two hun- 
dred beasts ; but that his master had not one left, 
and was now as poor as himself. His master''a 
fields had formerly produced many thousand ftne- 
gas (150 lb.) of wheat, which had served to main- 
tain a considerable population. ^^ But,^ added he» 
<^ the fields are now grown up with long grass ; all 
the indosures, and all the houses gone ; the cattle 
entirely driven off; and the inhabitants dispersed, 
no one knows where. Who will rear cattle, or 
sow grain, if not sure of the herd, or the harvest f 
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and 80,^ added he, ^^ it will continue till these sad 
wars and incursions are put a stop to, and property- 
be made secure ; for nobody will remmn, even in 
this fertile and beautiful country, in such times as 
the present.*" The correct feeling which this rude 
peasant displayed for the natural beauties of his 
native spot was very remarkable, for he was nerer 
tired of expatiating on the picturesque graces of the 
landscape ; and was perpetually calling our atten- 
tion, as we walked along, to some new and more 
pleasing aspect which the scenery had assumed. 
He was so much delighted with our admiration of 
his country, that he forgot, in our praises of its 
beauty, the calamities under which it was labour- 
ing ; and having, probably, rarely met with such 
sympathy before, he scarcely knew how to thank 
us lor our companionship in sentiment. 

The natives of the southern provinces o 
Chili have always been described as a bold and 
hardy race of men ; but they are not so war* 
like as their southern neighbours, the Indians 
of Arauco, who, though often conquered in single 
battles, were never cc»npletely subdued by the 
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Spaniards. Whenever a judicious president hap- 
pened to be at the head of the government of 
Chili, a treaty was generally entered into between 
that state and the Araucanians ; but, although 
these alliances proved invariably advantageous to 
both parties, the next governor would, in all pro- 
bability, go to war ; considering it unworthy to 
remain on good terms with a set of savages. From 
that moment, a miserable conflict was commenced 
of inroads on one side, and hard fighting on the 
other, equally mischievous to Chilians and to 
Araucanians. These wars generally began by the 
Spanish disciplined troops entering the Indian 
territory, and possessing themselves of the capital, 
Arauco, and other towns; but, ere long, they 
were always forced to retire before the bravery and 
numbers of the Indians ; who, in their turn, en^ 
tered and laid waste the Chilian frontier, drove 
off the cattle, and dispersed the inhabitants, act^ 
ing pretty much in the style of our Borderers of 
old. However spirited and romantic such a stated 
of llungs may sound in poetical description, k isr 
very mekncholy Id witness in real life. Indeed, 
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while this poor peasant was detiuling to us the 
ruin and wisery which had befidlen his country, 
firom this profitless and barbarous system of war- 
fiure ; and when his narrative was confirmed by 
every circumstance around us, we felt somewhat 
ashamed of the lively and pleasing interest, with 
which we had recently listened to an account of 
the very same transactions, at a distance, and be- 
fore we had witnessed the reality* 

On returning to the beach, we were assailed by 
a number of little girls, six or seven years of age, 
each with a fowl in her arms, and all beseeching 
us to purchase. The children here are pretty, and 
their cheeks, unlike those of children between the 
tropics, chubby and rosy : their hair, resembling 
that of their Spanish and Indian ancestors, is long, 
glossy, and black, hanging over their brows, till 
onoothed back by the hand, to disclose their still 
blacker eyes. When the little monkeys looked up 
in our faces and smiled, so as to show their beau- 
tiful white teeth and dimpled cheeks, there was 
no resisting the appeal ; and we bought a boat- 
load of poultry more than we had any use for. 
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' We laid in a supply of coals and firewood at 
this place. The coals, which were brought for us 
to the beach, cost twelve shillings per ton, every- 
thing included. The firewood cost about four 
shillings per carga of three hundred and sixty bil- 
lets, two and a half feet long eadi, weighing 1800 
lbs. 

From Fenco we sailed along the eastern ride 
of the bay till we reached Tom6, a small snug 
cove in the most picturesque situation, surround- 
ed by rocks and magnificent trees, with a little 
village at the upper comer, almost hid in the fou 
liage. A party of us landed at some distance firom 
the houses, to walk along the beach ; but we were 
soon benighted, and our course being interrupted 
by a creek, we were reduced to a considerable di- 
lemma ; until the natives, hearing us shout to 
them for assistance, came in their canoes and fer- 
ried us over to the village, where a great crowd 
soon assembled to see the strangers, and to offer 
their timber for sale. 

While our bargains about the logs of wood were 
going on, we turned to look at the moon, nearly at 
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the fiill, which had just risen above the trees^ ac- 
companied by the planets Jupiter and Saturn ; 
and we were admiring the same scenery, now 
brightly illuminated, which we had passed through 
in the dark ; when one of the natives, somewhat 
to our surprise, left his logs, and looking up, ask- 
ed us what we thought of it ; of course we answer- 
ed, it was most beautifuL *^ Si Senores,^ replied 
he, quite delighted, ^^ £esplandeciente !"" as if he 
were not less struck than ourselves with the beauty 
of the sight. I mention the circumstance, as a& 
fording another instance, among these rude people, 
of a degree of taste and feeling for the beauties of 
nature, which we never met with in any other 
part of South America. 

After purchasing the timber we bargained with 
a wild-looking Indian, who had joined the group, 
for a muleUoad of wine, which he had brought in 
skins for sale. It was of good quality, though ra- 
ther sweet, and cost about twopence halfpenny a 
bottle ; exactly double the proper price, as we 
discovered afterwards. We bought seven logs of 
wood, each twenty-one feet long, and twelve inches 
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square, for nine dollars, which is about five 6hil« 
lings each. The trood called Line was as good as 
ash, and answered well for building boats. We 
learned aft^wards that we had paid about on^ 
fourth too much. There was a great variety of 
timber for sale, adapted to different purposes, but 
this, which was the dearest, appeared to be much 
the best. 

The district of Conception, as far as natural 
advantages go, is miTch richer than any other part 
of Chili ; it possesses also a hardy and intelligent 
population, a delightful climate, and a soil of the 
most fertile kind, capable of producing the finest 
wheat, vines, olives, and the richest pasture : it is 
covered with extensive forests of valuable timber, 
contains coal in abundance, as well as freestone 
and limestone, close to the shore ; and besides be- 
ing furnished with excellent ports, and numberless 
small streams, is intersected by a large river, na- 
vigable for upwards of a hundred miles. Notwith- 
standing all these advantages, it is almost entirely 
depopulated, and the whole country allowed to run 
to waste. It is to be hoped, however; that the spi- 
rit which animates the regenerated country will 
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iocm lead to MHne new qr>tein ^vf P<>litical]iie^^ 
either for the defence of this mignificent diBtiict 
against the inroads of the Indians ; or, what would 
be infinitely better, for making peace with them, 
on terms which would render it their interest to 
preserve a lasting and cordial fiiendfihip with thdr 
neighbours. 

On the morning of the ISth of October, aathen« 
tic accounts arrived of Benavides having been de- 
feated near Chilian, and his army dispersed, while 
he himself had escapedacross the frontier accompa- 
nied only by a few followers: by the same opportu- 
nity, we were informed that the CUlian sloop of war 
Chacabuco, without waiting for the troops sent by 
land to co-operate' with her, had made an unsuc- 
cessful attack upon the Indian capital Arauco. 

Having previously obtained information, that 
two of the American seamen, captives with Bena- 
vides, had succeeded in escaping firom his camp, 
and in gettmg on board the Chacabuco, I imme- 
diately proceeded in quest of that vessel, being 
most desirous of seemg these men, in order to 
learn the fate of their companions. Without some 
such information, it was obviously impossible to 
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know where they were, or how to assist them. I 
therefore made the best of my way to the anchor* 
age of Arauco, but, to my mortification, no ves- 
sel of any kind was there, and I proceeded on to 
the southward, having reason to think the Cha- 
cabuco had gone in that direction. After two days 
search, I fell in with her at anchor between the 
mainland and the island of Mocha. This island 
is overrun by horses and pigs, both of which are 
used as fresh stock by the whaling and sealing 
ships in the Pacific. 

The two American seamen were immediately 
sent to me, and it appeared from their statement, 
that when Benavides marched from Arauco a 
month before, he had left Mr Moison, captain of 
the brig Ocean, together with several American 
and English seamen, to fit out the ship Perseve- 
rance ; but that all the rest of the captives had 
been forced, at the point of the bayonet, to accom- 
pany the army. During the march they had been 
so strictly guarded by a body of cavahy, that it 
was not until after they had crossed the river 
Biobio, that an opportunity occurred for these two 
men to efiect their escape, and after sufiering many 
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hardships to reach Conception. This information 
decided me to return immediately to Arauco, fi>r 
the purpose of making an attempt to rescue Cap- 
tain Moison and the seamen, should they still be 
on the spot. I had little hope of success, indeed, 
since hearing of the Chacabuco'^s attack on the 
place ; for it seemed probable, that, on that occa- 
sion, the prisoners would be sent off to the interior. 
On entering the bay, I had the mortification to 
perceive, by various symptoms, that we were too 
late : for, on the bar of the river Toobool, which 
passes near the town, one of the prizes was in flames ; 
behind the high grounds forming the harbour rose 
a great column of smoke, from another burning 
ship ; and the towii of Arauco itself was also on 
fire. All this showed that an attack had been 
made, and that the Indians had fled ; since it is 
their invariable practice to bum their towns, and 
everything they cannot carry with them, whenever 
they are obliged to retreat. I anchored off the 
flaming town, late in the evening, and having 
communicated with the Chilian ships lying there, 
learned that the Arancanians, under one of Bena- 
vides' oflicers, had been attacked on that morning. 
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but had speedily given way, and fled to the woods, 
after setting fire to the town and all the ships. 

On the morning of the 19th of October I landed 
at Arauoo, to make, if possible, some arrangement 
with the commander of the Chilian expedition, in 
the event of any of the prisoners effecting their 
escape, and reaching his camp. We found the 
head-quarters established in the centre of the ca- 
pital, which had consisted of fifty-six houses, ar* 
ranged in rows : nothing now remained but a num- 
ber of black square marks, exceptwhereafew houses 
had been more substantially built than the rest. 
Part of the walls of Benavides' own house were still 
standing, but the rafters and the door-posts were 
burning on the floor when we visited it. On the 
walls wecould see the names of someof the captives 
who had been confined there, traced with charcoal, 
or scratched with a knife. Captain Sheflield of the 
Herselia, who had accompanied us from Valpa- 
raiso, carried us through the town, where he had 
been so long a prisoner, and over the smoking 
ashes of which he looked with malicious satisfac- 
tion. This diminutive capital was about three 
hundred yards square, enclosed by a wall twelve 
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feet high, and guarded by towers at two of the 
angles, with one of its sides resting against a small 
steep hill, about a hundred and fifty feet in height. 
Though insignificant in size, it is nevertheless a 
classical city, and well known in Spanish song and 
history. It was from this place that the celebra> 
ted Valdivia made his last march, and it was 
afterwards the principal station of the great sa- 
vage general, Lautaro. Arauco was oft;en taken 
and retaken by the Spaniards and Indians in old 
times ; and by a curious anomaly in the history 
of this country, these very Araucanians, who, for 
three centuries, have been fighting desperately, 
and not unsuccessfully, against the Spaniards in 
Chili ; now, when the common enemy is driven out, 
and liberty proclaimed, take up arms under a re- 
negade Spanish officer, and fight against the libe- 
rated Chilians. 

On gomg to the top of the hill, we commanded 
a view of a country fidly as rich in fine woods, 
lawns, and rivers, as that near Conception ; and 
could not help lamenting, that the profuse 
gifts of Nature should be thus utterly wast- 
ed. The Chilian camp presented a very cu- 
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rious scene : the soldiers, on entering the town, 
had found, in the hal^burnt storehouses, and in 
cellars cut in the rocks, various articles taken out 
of the prizes: some of them were loaded with 
plates, dishes, and cooking utensils ; others with 
books and charts. One man had got hold of a 
broken quadrant, which puzzled him exceedingly; 
another was stirring up his fire with a long whale 
harpoon ; and one poor fellow came running up to 
us with a bundle of the Tract Society'^s publica- 
tions, which he had just found ; but was greatly 
disappointed when we declined becoming pur- 
chasers. 

Before I returned on board, the commander 
of the Chilian forces told me, that a party of 
Indian auxiliaries under his orders had that morn- 
ing taken three Araucanian prisoners; two of 
whom they had deliberately put to death, and had 
sold the third to himself for four dollars. We ex- 
pressed great horror at this anecdote ; but he said 
it was absolutely out of his power to control these 
Indians, who made it a condition of their service, 
that they should never be denied the privilege of 
cutting the throats of their prisoners. Besides 
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these tbiee prisaiien, it spfpeared that there had 
been a fourth, a young woman, the wife of one of 
the men butchered in the morning. The com- 
mandant, howerer, had accidentally omitted toteH 
me this cbcumstance, which I did not learn tiH 
bite in the evening, after I had gone <m board. 
He had, in vain, tried to prevul upon Peneleo, 
the Indian in command of the auxiliaries, to re- 
lease her ; but this savage, after putting her hns- 
band to death before the poor woman^s face, re- 
fiised to give her up for a less r«isom than thirty 
dollars*— a sum which no one in the camp was 
willing to advance. It was provoking not to have 
heard of the circumstance durii^ the morning, 
since, had she been liberated, she might have been 
employed to carry a letter to the captives I was in 
quest of, who, I had sow no doubt, were removed 
into the interior by the Araucanians, when they 
fled to the woods. 

SOih Oct. — I went on shore as soon as it was 
day-light, but my vexation and disappointment 
were extreme, on learning that Peneleo, with 
his troop of Indians, had set out on their return 
to Conception two homrs before, taking the poor 
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widow along with them. While we were speaking 
on the subject, a soldier who had met the Indians 
Tode into the camp. On being interrogated about 
the woman, whose fate we began to take great 
interest, he said, she would probably never reach 
Conception alive, as he had heard Feneleo threat- 
en, that, unless she left o£P crying, he would cer* 
tainly kill her, as he had killed her husband the 
day before. 

As Conception lay directly in our way to Val- 
paraiso, I determined to call there, not only to 
concert some measures respecting the captive sea- 
men, should they make their appearance, but also, 
if possible, to rescue this poor woman from the 
Indians. Accordingly, after waiting another day 
at Arauco, and seeing no hope o£ gaining intelli-« 
gence of the prisoners, we sailed for Port St Vin- 
cent, a small secure harbour, not far from the bay, 
and rather nearer than Talcuhuana to the town 
of Conception. I lost no time in riding to the 
city, along with one of the officers, but our haste 
was needless, for we were stopped at the gate of 
the government-house by a domestie, who, clo- 
sing his eyes, and reclining his head on one hand, 

a 
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whispered that his Excellency was taking his 
desta, and could not be disturbed. Nothing, as 
all the world knows, puts a man more out of hu- 
mour than interrupting his siesta; and, as we 
wished to solicit his fiivour for our countrymen, 
we thought it prudent not to urge the point on 
the attendants, who shuddered at the very thoughts 
of it. Meanwhile we strolled along the banks of 
the magnificent river Biobio, which washes the 
walls of the town. In our walk we observed many 
black-eyed dames, sitting rurally enough at their 
doors, spiiming with distaff and spindle, while 
their children played about them in the street. 
They wore flowers in their hair in the Chinese 
fiishion, and were dressed with great neatness : we 
found them quite willing to make acquaintance, 
and to chat with the strangers. 

In process of time we saw the Governor, who 
obligingly allowed us to go to the Indian quar- 
ters ; but he smiled incredulously, and shook his 
head at our Quixotical project of rescuing the dis- 
tressed damsel, saying it was quite useless to at- 
tempt treating with Feneleo, who had scarcely 
anything human about him. 

3 
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We made our visit to the Indians at a most 
unpropitious hour, for they had just finished their 
dinner, and were all more or less tipsy. On our en- 
tering the court-yard of their quarters, we observed 
a party seated on the ground, round a great tub 
full of wine ; they hailed our entrance with loud 
shouts, or rather yells, and boisterously demand- 
ed our business; to all appearance, very little 
pleased with the interruption. The interpreter 
became alarmed, and wished us to retire ; but this 
I thought imprudent, as each man had his long 
spear close at hand, resting against the eaves of 
the house. Had we attempted to escape, we must 
have been taken, and possibly sacrificed, by these 
drunken savages. As oiu: best chance seemed to 
lie in treating them without apy show of distrust, 
we advanced to the circle with a good-humoured 
confidence, which appeased them considerably. 
One of the party rose and embraced us in the 
Indian fashion, which we had learned from the 
gentlemen who had been prisoners with Bena- 
vides. After this ceremony, they roared out to 
us to sit down on the ground along with them, 
and with the most boisterous hospitality insisted 
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on our drinlm^ with tfaen ; a reqoesl wliicli we 
dieerfidly complied widi. Their ai^er soon Ta- 
nished, and was wiccceded faj miith and satisfiic- 
tion, which ^eedily became as ontn^eoiu as dieir 
di^Ieasure had been at fiisL Seimg a fiiYonr- 
aUe oppmtuni ty, we stated our wish to have an 
intemew with thdr diie^ npcm which a message 
was sent to him ; bat he did iH>t think fit to show 
himself for a amfliderable time, dmnng which we 
remained with die party roond the tab, who con- 
tinned swilling thor wine like so many hogs. 
Thar heads soon became affected, and their ob- 
strepenms mirth increasing every minute, we felt 
onr ritnation by no means agreeable. 

At lengdi Fenel^o^s door opened, and die 
chief made his appearance; he did not conde- 
scend, however, to cross die threshold, bat leaned 
against the door-post to prevent fisdling, being, by 
some degrees, more drunk than any of his people. 
A more finished picture of a savage cannot be 
concaved. He was a tall, broad-shouldored man ; 
with a prodigiously large head, and a square-sha- 
ped bloated face; from whichpeepedout two very 
small eyes, partly hid by an immense superfluity 
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of black, coarse, oily, straight hair, covering his 
cheeks, and hanging over his shoulders, rendering 
his head somewhat of the size and shape of a bee- 
hive. Over his shoulders was thrown a poncho of 
coarse blanket-stuff. He received us very gruffly, 
and appeared irritated and sulky at having been 
disturbed: he was still more offended when he 
learned that we wished to see his captive. We in 
vain endeavoured to explain our real views ; but 
he grunted out his answer in a tone and manner 
which showed us plainly that he neither did, nor 
wished to understand us, and we were deterred 
from pressing the matter further, by the sight of 
his spear, which was within his reach : we had al- 
ready heard too much of his habits to disregard 
his displeasure. 

Whilst we were in conversation with Feneleo, 
we stole an occasional glance at his apartment. By 
the side of a fire, burning in the middle of the floor, 
was seated a young Indian woman, with long black 
hair reaching to the ground ; this, we conceived, 
could be no other than the unfortunate person we 
were in search of; and we were somewhat disap- 
pointed to observe, that the lady was neither in 
tears nor apparently very miserable : we therefore 
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came away impressed with the unsentimental idea, 
that the amiable Peneleo had abeady made some 
impression on the young widow'^s heart. 

Two Indians, who were not so drunk as the 
rest, followed us to the outside of the court, and 
told us, that seyeral foreigners had been taken by 
the Chilians in the battle near Chilian, and were 
now safe. The interpreter hinted to us, that this 
was probably invented by these cunning people, 
on hearing our questions in the court ; but he ad- 
vised us, as a matter of policy, to give them each 
a piece of money, and to get away as fast as we 
could. 

On the 23d of October we sailed from Concep- 
tion, and on the 26th anchored at Valparaiso. 

About a fortnight after our return, we were 
greatly rejoiced by the arrival of Captain Moison, 
and the seamen, so long captives, and in search of 
whom we had been so inefiectually employed. As 
we had formerly conjectured, they had been re- 
moved to a considerable distance inland, when 
Arauco was attacked. It was very satisfactory, 
however, to learn, that all the prisoners had at last 
succeeded in making theis escape, after the battle 
in which Benavides was routed near Chilian. 
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They had found their way to different parts of 
the coast, and, after many difficulties, had reach- 
ed Conception, where they prbcured a passage in 
a ship coming to Valparaiso. 

As the Con#ay did not again visit Chili, after 
leaving it at this time, I found some difficulty in 
discovering what had become of Benavides at last* 
Fortunately, however, I obtained possession of a 
Chilian Govemnient Gazette Extraordinary, pub- 
lished officially at Santiago, which gives a history 
of the rise, progress, and close of his dbreer. 

I insert a translation of this documeht, as it is 
not only curious in itself, but shows thb singular 
state of the Chilian frontier at that time ; and helps 
also, in some degree, to fill up the forgoing in- 
complete sketch. 

" Santiago, Satukday, 28d FebruaUy 1822. 

" Ptiilic Vengeance ! 
" Ye Chilians who are interested in the glory 
of your country — and all ye who watch the con- 
duct of the South Americans — know that the eXe- 
cution which you have witnessed to-day is nowise 
derogatory to the punctiliousness (delicadesa) 
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with which Chili has reoc^niied the rights of all 
parties engaged in the war, so Yigonyaaly sustain- 
ed by her against the perdnadoas interference of 
the usurpers. This outlaw, whom yon have seen 
executed, Vicente Bemmdes, son of Torilno, jailor 
in Quirihue, in the province of Conception, was a 
foot soldier in the Patriot army, and had attained 
the rank of serjeant of grenadiers at the time <dr 
our first reyolution. He deserted to the enemy at 
Membrillar, and in the memorable action at that 
place under General Makenna, was taken pri- 
soner, and was brought, by the corps de reserve, 
along with the army, which were marching on 
that side of the river Maule, to be tried by a 
Court-MartiaL Near the city of Linares, he 
set fire to a store-house and fled, taking advan- 
tage of the army making preparations for a vigo- 
rous night attack. He continued in the employ- 
ment of the tools (serviles) of Ferdinand, until 
he was again taken prisoner, on the glorious 5th of 
April 1818, on the plainsi>f Maypo. He was kept 
as a prisoner until he was sentenced, by a military 
tribunal, to be shot as a deserter ; but having sur- 
vived the execution, in the most extraordinary 
manner, he presented himself to the General of 
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the army, offering Us services to dissuade the In- 
dians and the other inhabitants on the southern 
bank of the river Biobio from lending themselves 
to the desperate and iUegal war, in which the 
Spaniards wished to engage them. His offer was 
accepted : passports were given him, and other 
documents rehitive to his commission. He went to 
the town of Los Angeles, and from thence to Na- 
cimiento, where he persuaded Don Juan Francis- 
co Sanchez, Commander of the Spanish troops^ 
that he possessed ability to maintain the de- 
solating war, which was about to cease on the 
southern frontier of Chili. The Commander ac- 
cordingly retired to Valdivia, leaving Benavides 
as Commander-in-chief of the whole frontier. He 
commenced his authority by a most scandalous 
action, decidedly against the laws of war. He 
attacked an officer of the name of Riveros, who 
commanded a party in the fort of Santo Juana, 
and took him prisoner, with fourteen soldiers who 
were saved from the bloody attack. It was deemed 
proper to propose to exchange for this officer the 
wife of Benavides, then a prisoner in the city of 
Conception ; and for this purpose, Lieutenant 
Don Eugenio Torres was sent with a flag of 
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trooe. BaiSTides agreed to the proponoon ; but 
bis depraved dupomtioii mspbing bim witb dia. 
truBt, be detained tbe flag of tmoe and tbe sol- 
diers, and sent back tbe officer Riveros alone. 
Tbe officer of tbe advanced-gnard applied for 
Torres, wbo bad borne tbe flag of tmoe, stating, 
that Benayides^ wife bad already been sent from 
tbe fort of San Pedro ; nerertheless, witb an ex- 
cess of ferocity, nnheard of in diis enlightened 
age, that very night he ordered the officer's 
throat to be cut who had brought the flag of trace, 
although he had actually Bupped in his company. 
The fourteen soldiers, who had been made prison- 
ers, were also put to death on that night. 

^^ His subsequent proceedings were marked by 
a similar spirit ; even the instructions which he 
gave to the commanders of his guerrillas seemed 
to be written with blood, for, in them, he consigns 
to death ' every insurgent, whatever might be 
his ofience T— orders which were executed with 
an exactness that characterises these vile instru^ 
ments of cruelty. These murderous agents were 
in the habit of offering to the peaceable peasants 
the terrible alternative of following them, or of 
being put to death. They slaughtered children, 
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women, and old men, to prevent information 
being given of the road they had taken, or of the 
mountain in which they had hid themselves. In 
the month of July 18^0, when General Freire 
was passing through the Hacienda of Totoral, on 
the banks of the river Itata, a widow presented 
herself to him ; her husband, she said, had bebn 
killed a few days before, by the captain of a guer- 
rilla party, for having given information that the 
party had been in his house. Actions similar to 
this were innumerable, and quite notorious in the 
districts of Chilian and Bere. At a place called 
Cajon de Palomares, a party of the enemy found 
an old man of sixty years of age, his wife, his 
daughter, and three nephews, all poor people, and 
having robbed them of all they had, finished by 
murdering them ; their bodies were afterwards 
carried to the burying*place of Conception, in 
April 1821. 

'^ In this manner the contest was maintained 
ever since the year 1819 — ^very much in the 
manner that the war has been carried on by the 
Spaniards in all parts of South America. 

« 

" Several times the Intendant of Conception, 
Commander-in-chief of the army of the south, by 
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attthority of gOTemmait, put the law of retalia- 
tion in force ; but with characteristic moderation, 
and with the sole view of repressing these viola- 
tions of the laws of war. At other times dus con- 
duct was changed, and offers of pardon, approved 
by his Excellency the Supreme Director of the 
Republic, were made to those who should give 
themselves up ; and these promises were held sa- 
cred even with the most atrocious. The command- 
ers and officers of the Chilian army were restrain- 
ed from exercising the just resentment inspired 
by the fall of their companions, so inhumanly 
murdered ; but nothing could mitigate the insane 
fury of this monster, and his iniquitous associates, 
(inicuos satelites.) He took prisoner in an action, 
on the S8d September 18^0, Don Carlos Maria 
O^Carrol, and ordered him to be shot immediately. 
On the 26th, on the banks of the river Laja, he 
attacked three hundred men of the Coquimbo bat- 
talion. No. 1, and some militia, which had been 
sent to reinforce the head-quarters ; the action was 
so sharply maintained, that his dastardly person 
was in some danger. At eight o'clock next morn- 
ing he addressed a dispatch to Major-general Don 
Andres Alcazar, offering to spare the lives of all 
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those who should give themselyes up unarmed. It 
happened that this worthy veteran had run short 
of ammunition, and his people were worn out with 
fatigue; he therefore capitulated, giving up at 
once his arms and his life. The officers were im- 
mediately shot, without being allowed the conso- 
lations of religion; one person only escaped by 
accident, Friar N. Castro, of the order of Hermits. 
Major-general Alcazar, and Sergeant-major Buis, 
were then delivered over to the Indians, that 
they might be speared to death, along with three 
hundred families who had assembled on the island 
of Laja. 

" He lost no opportunity of destroying every 
town he came near, burning as many as he possi- 
bly could. And, not deeming all this sufficient 
to glut his insatiable disposition, he opened a 
communication with Carrera, one of the chiefs of 
the anarchists, who was laying waste the pro- 
vince of Mendoza, and invited him to take a share 
in these devastations. 

" He was at length defeated at Conception on 
the 27th of November 1820, upon which he pro- 
posed terms of peace, only for the purpose of 
being more perfidious. He sent the Presbyter 
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Ferrebd with the dispatch containing his pro- 
posals. His messenger, of course, enjoyed the 
immunity which the rights of war gave him, but, 
at the very same time, the chief who sent him took 
advantage of the inoment, and ordered a squa- 
dron of horse to continue the hostilities. Event- 
ually he threw off the mask of the King'*s autho- 
rity altogether ; since, when Brigadier Prieto in- 
formed him of the fall of Lima, upon which Be- 
navides had formerly declared himself dependent, 
he displayed his true character in his answer : de- 
clared that he would make war against Chili to 
the last soldier, even if its independence wisre ac- 
knowledged by the King and the whole Spanish 
nation. 

^' It was natural that one crime should lead to 
others. He had either been accustolned to pay no 
respect to the laws of nations, or he hoped to con- 
ceal those actions from his government : be this 
as it may, he did everything to establish the cha- 
racter of a pirate. He equipped a Corsair to 
cruize on the coast of Chili, giving the command- 
er instructions to respect no flag whatever, ^ and 
to put to death the crew of every insurgent vessel 
he should meet with, and of every vessel which 
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he might even suspect to belong to insurgents. 
By what law of war can this be justified ? 

^' The situation of Arauco, so directly opposite 
the Island of Santa Maria, where vessels, having 
doubled Cape Horn, stop for refreshments, gave 
him an opportunity of capturing the ships Hero, 
Arsella, Perseverance, and another, exclusive of 
the boats belongmg to ships which he could not 
take. These vessels were the property of the 
English and North Americans ; the captains 
were shot secretly, and the crews were made to 
serve along with his troops. How came he to 
express so energetically in his confession, ' that 
these people had caused him an infinite deal of 
mischief P^ — ^but it does not belong to Chili to in- 
quire into this matter. 

^' At length, in the end of December 1821 , dis- 
covering the miserable state to which he was 
reduced, he entreated Brigadier Don Joaquin 
Prieto, Intendant of Cqnception, that he might 
be received, on giving himself up alqng with his 
partisans. This generous chief accepted his ofier, 
and informed the supreme government ; but, in 
the meantime, Benavides embarked in a launch 
at the mouth of the river Lebo, and fled, with the 
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intoitioii of joiiiiiig a diTiaoD of die enemyV 
army, wbich he supposed to be at scmie one of the 
ports on the south coast of Pero. It was, mdeedb 
absmd to expect any good fidth fiom sodi an in- 
trigoer, for, in his letters at this time, he oifeied 
his services to Chili, and promised fidelity, while 
his real intendon was sdll to fi>]Iow the enany. 

He finally left the unhappy proyinoe of Concep- 
tion, the theatre of so many miserable scenes, over- 
whelmed with misery which he had caused, with- 
out ever recollecting that it was in that province 
he had first drawn his breath. 

^' His despair made his conduct in the boat in- 
supportable to .those who accompanied him ; and 
they rejoiced when they ware obliged to put into 
the harbour of Topocalma in search of water, of 
which they had run short. On the Ist of this 
month, (February 18S2,) he ordered a soldier to 
swim on shore to look for a supply. At daylight 
on the following morning, the tide admitted of 
his boat approa<^bing the shore, when he landed 
under the pretext of procuring a messaiger to car- 
ry dispatches to the Supreme Director, which he 
said he had brought from Conception. He con- 
cealed his name, but the patriotic individuals. 
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Don Francisco Hidalgo, and Don Ramon Fuen- 
salida, proprietors of the neighbouring grounds, 
being informed who he really was, by the soldier 
who swam ashore the day before, arrested him on 
the beach. 

'* From the notorious nature alone of his deeds, 
even the most impartial stranger would have con- 
demned him to the last punishment ; but the su- 
preme government wished to hear what he had to 
say for himself, and ordered him to be tried accor- 
ding to the laws. It appearing on the trial that he 
had placed himself beyond the laws of society, such 
punishment was awarded to him as any one of 
his crimes deserved. As a deserter to the enemy 
he merited death — as a frequent violator of all 
military laws, he had forfeited every claim to 
be considered as a prisoner of war— -as a pirate, 
and a barbarous destroyer of whole towns, it be- 
came necessary to put him to death in such a man- 
ner as might satisfy outraged humanity, and ter- 
rify others who should dare to imitate him. In 
pursuance of the sentence passed on the ^Ist of 
this month, he was this day dragged from the pri- 
son, in a pannier tied to the tail of a mule, and was 
hanged in the great square. His head and hands 
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woe aftenrlffds cut ofi^ in order to their being 
placed on high poles, to point oat the places of 
his honid oimes, Santa Jnana, Tarpellanca, and 
Aranco. 

*^ By the sentence of the Sist, it had been di- 
rected that he should be execnted on theSSd, dins 
expressly allowing him three days to aTail himsdf 
of that religious consolation which this fiithfid 
vassal of his Most Catholic Mqesty denied to 
General Alcazar, Don Gaspar Ruiz, Captain 
O^Carrol, to all the officers of the Coqoimbo bat- 
talion, and to many others. 

'^ The generosity of firee states is never to be 
found in the corrupted hearts of those who serve 
tyrants! 

^' Every person, in the least acquainted with 
public rights, knows, that in war, the law of reta- 
liation applies equally to both parties, and that 
Chili is at perfect liberty to make equivalent re* 
prisals upon the domineering -Spaniards, for their 
actions towards the Patriots. But his Excellen- 
cy the Supreme Director, wishing to draw a veil 
over the past, has ordered that the rigour of the 
law be directed against Benavides alone; and that 
the lives of bis followers be spared, though justly 

6 
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forfeited : he also extends the same mercy to others, 
who, from holding communication with the outlaw, 
merited^ i£ not the same^ at least nearly the same 
punishment^"* 

This singular official docnment winds up with 
the following four lines, in prominent characters. 

Em9 monstruos, que cargan eonsigo 
El caracter infame, y eervU 
^ Como pueden jamas compararse 
C&n las ffhves del oinco de AMI ? 

Those monsters^ who bear about with them 
A character infamous and servile- 
How can they ever compare themselves 
With the Heroes of the 5th of April ? 

The 6th of April, the anniversary of die battle 
of Maypo, is an era introduced on every occasion, 
whether appropriate or not 
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Extract from a paper, called the ^^ Pacificadob 
DEL Peru,^ published at San Martm^s head- 
quarters. (Referred to at page 255.) 

^^ La obra verdaderamente difidl, que es ne- 
cesario emprender con valor, firmeza y circunspec- 
cion, es la de corregir las ideas isexactas que ha 
dexado el gobiemo antiguo impresas en la actual 
generadon. No se crea que la dificultad consiste 
tanto en la ignorancia de los medios adequados 
para conseguir aquel fin, quanto en la peligrosa 
precipitacion con que de ordmario intentan los 
nuevos gobiemos reformar los abusos que descu- 
bren. Empezando por la libertad, que es nuestro 
mas ardiente anhelo, ella debe concederse con so* 
briedad para que no scan indtiles-los sacrificios 
que se han hecho por alcanzarla. Todo pueblo ci- 
vilizado est& en aptitud de ser libre ; mas el grado 
de libertad que goze, debe exactamente ser pro- 
porcionado & su civilizacion. Si aquella excede 4 
esta, no hay poder que evite la anarquia : y si es 
inferior k lo que exigen sus luces, es consiguiente 
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la opresion. Si toda la Europa gozase la libertad 
del pueblo ingles ; la mayor parte de ella presen- 
taria un caos de anarquia : y el pueblo ingles k su 
tumo se creeria en la senridumbre, si en vez de su 
actual constitucion, fuese regido por la carta de 
Luis XVIII. £s justo que los gobiemos de Ame- 
rica sean libres : pero es necesario que lo sean en 
aquella proporcion : el mayor triunfo para nues- 
tros enemigos seria el que saliesemos de ella. 

^^ En todos los ramos de prosperidad p6blica, 
y aun en los que solo dicen respecto k la comodidad 
dom^stica, hay grandes reformas que hacer. En 
general puede decirse sin riesgo de error, aunque 
con apariencia de preocupacion, que es preciso des- 
pojar nuestras instituciones y costumbres de todo 
lo que sea espanol, e infiindir k nuestra constitu- 
cion politica una nueva salud, para que resista sus 
enfermedades, segun la expresion que us6 en otra 
oportunidad el memorable Lord Chatham. Pero 
como el hacer todas las reformas ea^ abruptoy sin 
discrecion, es tambien un defecto espauol, en que 
actualmente estan incurrieudo las Cortes, preci- 
pitando las variaciones religiosas y politicas que 
exigia la peninsula,'^deben^os precavemos de in- 

17 
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cunir en ^1, y yms^ t t g radn a lmftp las ■n g oK js 
a que estk di^nesto el pais, j de que es tan so- 
ceptiUc por Is docilidad j twklmfiia que tiene al 
adelantamknto de sa car&cter sociaL^ 
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